OPINION

From a member of the scientific jury in a competition for the academic position of professor,
announced by the Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen of Applied Sciences - Prof. Dr.
Zhivka Encheva Voenkinova, Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen, Faculty of Pedagogy,
in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy,
specialty Theory of education and didactics (Social pedagogy)

Regarding: the scientific, scientific - applied and professional-academic activity and production
presented by the participants in the competition: Candidate: Associate Professor Veselina Radeva
Ivanova, PhD, candidate for the academic position "Professor" for participation in the Konstantin
Preslavsky — University of Shumen announced by Shumen University in State Gazette, no.
41/03.06.2022 competition for the academic position "professor" in the area of higher education 1.
Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Socio-demographic and environmental
education)

1. Brief biographical data: Veselina Radeva Ivanova was born on 24.11.1979 in the town of
Isperih. In 1997 graduated from "Vasil Levski", Isperih town. Since 1999 - in 2003, she graduated
Bachelor's degree, majoring in Geography and Biology (Teacher of Geography and Biology). In the
period 2007-2008 graduated from Master's degree - Public administration (Information technologies,
management basics, marketing). In 2016 she is enrolled in regular doctoral studies at the Department
of "Social and Special Pedagogy" of the Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen. In 2019 she
acquired the educational and scientific degree "doctor”. From 26.03.2006 to 05.09.2006 worked at the
Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen, Faculty in Natural Sciences in the Dean's Office as
the main specialist in student affairs. During the period 05.09.2006 until 01.07.2017 he worked as the
chief specialist "Human Resources", Department "Human Resources" at the Konstantin Preslavsky —
University of Shumen. From 01.07.2017 to 25.10.2020 worked as a lecturer in the Department of
"Social and Special Pedagogy". From 26.10.2020 until now, she works as an associate professor in
the Department of "Social and Special Pedagogy" at the Konstantin Preslavsky — University of
Shumen. From 10.11.2020 to the present, she is also the director of the Continuing education center at
the Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen.

2. Data on the candidate for the academic position "professor" - Associate Professor
Veselina Radeva Ivanova, Ph.D, fulfills her professional duties on time and achieves excellent
success in teaching bachelor's and master's students. During the implementation of the procedure,
there were no violations of the regulatory requirements. The scientific production proposed for review
meets the requirements for the implementation of the minimum national requirements under Art. 2b,
para. 2 and 3 of ZRASRB.

The candidate Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova, PhD participated in the competition with
the following scientific production: - 1 published monograph, 1 published book based on a defensive
dissertation for the award of educational and scientific degree "Doctor", 1 article publications in
refereed journals, 13 articles in non-refereed editions, 1 textbooks, 1 aid for students. All submitted
publications are in the field of the announced competition.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the creative
production submitted for participation in the competition: The monographic work "The Refugee
Problem in Bulgaria" carefully examines the problem of population development, which has changed
over the years under the influence of the so-called natural processes - birth and death rates, as well as
from mechanical movement - emigration and immigration. The author skilfully emphasizes that over
the years, the refugee waves have also changed the age structure, insofar as the part of migrant
refugees is in labor -related, i.e. childbearing age. The migration of refugees reflects, both now and
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then, the reproduction of the population and labor strength. Bulgaria and the Bulgarian society have
managed to cope with every wave of refugees more successful than the previous one. Time will tell if
Bulgaria will be able to find the right one decision regarding the refugee waves, striking a balance
between the fears of the threat for national security and Bulgarian solidarity and tolerance.

Associate Professor V. Ivanova, PhD in the book "Social Ecology and Security" directs
attention to the subject of social ecology, reflecting above all the theoretical and philosophical
approach to the relations in the system "man - society - nature", the understanding of the environment
and the fact that ecology is not only a natural but also a social science. The subject of social ecology
research is both the impact of man on the environment and the impact of the environment on man in
society with its underdeveloped technology. In particular, he dwells on the main task of social
ecology, insisting with conviction that it is to seek ways to manage natural and anthropogenic
systems, human society and the biosphere in accordance with the laws of nature, with the aim of
finding harmony between economic and ecological impact of man on the environment.

In our peer-reviewed Glossary of Demographics V. Ivanova convincingly achieves the set goal,
namely to clarify the meaning of some of the encountered specific terms related to the study
discipline "Demography" taught in certain specialties at Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski". The dictionary is constructed around 23 letters of the Bulgarian alphabet and contains a
completely optimal volume of data for important terms in demography and is an important
component related to the preparation of students in the discipline. Through the terms presented in the
dictionary, Assoc. Prof. Veselina Ivanova skillfully and precisely presents demography as a science
of the dynamics of the human population, covering issues related to the size, structure and
distribution of the population. Demography is generally presented as the science of population.

What is valuable is the broad applicability of the presented Glossary of Demography
Terminology, which is not only intended for students studying Demography or professionals dealing
with it.

In the articles submitted to us for review, the author precisely examines the interesting issues
related to online learning against the background of the COVID-19 pandemic in the context of higher
education and the challenges faced by university professors during this period, considering their
readiness for online learning. The articles describe the global Covid-19 pandemic. The fact that the
pandemic has changed our lives extremely and irreversibly, has changed Europe and the lives of all
humanity has been highlighted. The socio-economic implications of Covid-19 are examined. The
study achieves its goal by successfully examining the impact and changes as a result of Covid-19 in
the Shumen region. In other articles, the author convincingly emphasizes that in the global dynamic
world, human labor is a universal problem, a basic economic and social factor and a means of
achieving social stability of man and a criterion for determining man's place in society. Integration is
a dynamic, long-term and two-way process of mutual adjustment of persons seeking protection and
citizens of the host country. In the modern global world, employment and unemployment indicators
are a very important indicator of the economic state of a country. Currently, unemployment problems
are extremely relevant for Bulgaria. The research is in connection with a project of the Bulgarian
Ministry of Education and Science under the National Research Program "Young scientists and
postdoctoral fellows". The problems of migration are researched and analyzed precisely. The style
and language in the scientific production of Assoc. PhD Veselina Ivanova presented to us for review
is at the required scientific level, the literature used is reliable, the authors are cited precisely and
accurately.

The contributing moments can be systematized in the following form:

1. The concept of "Refugee crisis" as a major internal political issue in Bulgaria, which is the
external border of the 28 member states - one of the consequences of our membership in the
European Union - is additionally illuminated. The refugee waves have been tracked as one of the
main movements of the population and their connection with a number of demographic processes
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having a direct impact on the economic and social development of any society, as well as on the
reproduction of the population of the countries that are directly affected by these processes, has been
shown.

2. The movement of people between countries, which affects international political,
economic relations, is studied. Environmental destruction and poverty, combined with the lack of
security and peace, violation of human rights are proven to be factors that influence international
migration.

3. Social ecology has been identified as a science studying the patterns of interaction between
society and nature, as well as developing the principles for harmonizing this interaction.

4. A terminological dictionary of DEMOGRAPHY has been created, which is intended for
students studying the discipline "Demography", "Socio-demographic problems", teachers and
researchers engaged in this science, and those who are interested in the science "Demography".

5. The science of Demography is presented in an additional light, which is constantly
developing and taking serious steps in the direction of expanding its subject. In this contest, the
theories and models for the development of the population as a whole are systematized.

6. The current problems of the population are analyzed, which are very closely related to
demographic reproduction and the construction and development of human resources.

7. It is focused on the problems of invertebrates - extremely relevant for Bulgaria. It is shown
how it affects the property, social and spiritual status of people as it affects the most active part of the
population.

8. A detailed analysis of the development of the demographic problem in Bulgaria has been
carried out, focusing on family policy and fertility policy.

9. The relationship between the Covid-19 pandemic and the direct economic impacts, on the
demographic consequences, which are reflected not only in the global collapse of individual
economies, but also in their indirect impact on individual elements of the "demographic impacts"
complex, is shown.

10. Theoretically, one of the most serious problems for the economy and society is examined -
unemployment, as a result of Covid-19, which has a significant negative impact on the economic
development of the country and has negative social consequences for the population.

11. It is proven that the Reports of the Club of Rome trace humanity's understanding of
sustainable development in a peculiar way.

12. An empirical study was carried out, which aims to study the impact and changes as a result
of Covid-19 on the territory of the Shumen region.

13. An in-depth analysis that shows that as a result of the spread of Covid-19, an
unprecedented global crisis is occurring that affects all elements of social, economic and political life
in countries.

14. Defines online learning in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic in the context of higher
education and the challenges faced by university teachers during this period by considering their
readiness for online learning.

15. Defines online learning in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic in the context of higher
education and the challenges faced by university teachers during this period by considering their
readiness for online learning.

4. Evaluation of the candidate's personal contribution I accept the personal contribution of
Associate Professor Veselina Ivanova, PhD and give excellent evaluation of the scientific and
research activity of the candidate for the acquisition of the academic position "professor" .

5. Critical notes I have no critical notes to the scientific production of Associate Professor
Veselina Ivanova, PhD, presented to me for review.

6. Personal impressions



I've known for a long time years Associate Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova, PhD as
excellent professional. As a colleague and teacher correct, responsive and attentive. In his many years
of practice, with a lot of experience and professional skills, she has trained a large number of
students. She is the course leader of successfully graduated and currently studying bachelors and
masters. She is the leader and successfully participates in scientific research projects, scientific
forums, seminars. All this is an indicator that she is responsible and successfully accomplishes the
goals she has set for herself. .

7. Conclusion: Bearing in mind the above, I consider that the candidate for the announced
competition for the academic position of "professor" - Associate Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova,
PhD, fully complies with the ZRASRB, the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff
of the Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen. Due to all this, my evaluation for the
occupation of the academic position "professor" announced by the competition by Associate
Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova, PhD is POSITIVE. The achieved scientific results give me
reason to confidently recommend to the esteemed Scientific Jury that we give a positive assessment
to the candidacy and propose to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Pedagogy of the Konstantin
Preslavsky — University of Shumen to elect Associate Professor Veselina Radeva Ivanova as a
professor in the position announced by Konstantin Preslavsky — University of Shumen in State
Gazette, no. 41/03.06.2022 competition for the academic position of "professor" in the field of higher
education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Socio-demographic and

environmental education). "
§
Date: 18.10.2022 Member of the Scientific the jury: . =

Shumen Prof. Dr. Zhivka Encheva Voenkinova



