REVIEW

assoc. prof. Neli Ermenlieva, PhD
Medical University-Varna, Faculty of medicine, Department of microbiology and virology

Member-reviewer of Scientific Jury (Order N. PJI — 16 - 139/24.10.2023) for a concourse to
acknowledge the academic position/title “associate professor” at Shumen University.

Regarding:

Concourse for the academic title associate professor in the area of higher education:

4. Natural Sciences, mathematics and informatics; professional direction 4.3. Biologic sciences
(Microbiology-Ecology of microorganisms and biotechnology), necessary for the Dept. Biology,
Faculty Natural Sciences, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

Applicant: Head assistant Sevginar Feimova Ibryamova, PhD

Details of the applicant for the concourse for associate professor:

Fulfilled requirements for the minimal national rules for the corresponding area of higher
education:

4. Natural Sciences, mathematics and informatics; professional direction 4.3. Biologic sciences
(Microbiology-Ecology of microorganisms and biotechnology), altogether 400 points

Group A, Index 1 — 50 points

Group B, Index 3 and 4 — 100 points

Group C, Index 5 to 10 — 200 points

Group D, Index 11 — 50 points

Altogether 400 points for the academic position/title “associate professor”.

No data for plagiarism from the analysis of the applicant’s scientific papers.

This review is prepared in accordance with the Regulations for the Implementation of the Law on
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for the
Terms and Conditions for Acquiring Scientific Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at
Shumen University.

Short biographic details:

Head assistant Sevginar Feimova Ibryamova, PhD is a single applicant for the announced
concourse for the academic title “associate professor”. She was born on 09/02/1987. She graduated
from the "Zahari Stoyanov" grammar school with teaching of foreign languages in the city of
Sliven in the period 2001-2006. She received her bachelor education at the University of Shumen
(2006-2010) with a pedagogical specialty "Biology and Physics", after which in the period 2010-
2012 she obtained a master's degree with the professional qualification "master of chemistry". In
2019, she defended her dissertation work (PhD) and from 2011 to the present moment she work in
the Department of "Biology" at the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, initially as a
honorarium assistant, then as a teacher and head-assistant. Languages: fluent Turkish, Bulgarian
and French, good German, with excellent computer skills.




Evaluation of the candidate's research activity:

In 2019, head assistant Sevginar Feimova Ibryamova, PhD obtained and provided the qualification
of PhD degree at the University of Shumen with the topic of her dissertation work
"Exopolysaccharides from Lactobacillus sp.: biotechnological characterization and application as
corrosion inhibitors".

As materials for the current concourse, the applicant presents a monographic work with a
publication year of 2023 on the topic "Microbial exopolysaccharides". The scientific work
provides a thorough and very well presented by the author description of the microbial
exopolysaccharides, describes their role in the formation of the microbial biofilm, as well as the
various techniques for their determination and proof in scientific and diagnostic practice. Microbial
extracellular polysaccharides are widely used in the food industry, cosmetic and pharmaceutical
industries, which is why I appreciate the high scientific and practical value of the monograph
presented from head assistant Ibryamova, as well as its indisputable relevance.

For the concourse the applicant has attached a list of 18 scientific articles, in which she is the first
author in five of them and second or subsequent co-author in 13. All of the articles presented by
the candidate are in English and the majority of them are referenced and visible in the world
scientific databases Scopus and Web of science. The topics of the articles clearly outline the main
areas of scientific interests and pursuits that head assistant Ibryamov has so far in her scientific
development. A large part of the developments are clear evidence of her significant contribution
to the scientific projects in which she participated - isolates, including bacteria of the genus
Lactobacillus from genera of mussels from the Black Sea water area, were thoroughly studied.
Both the beneficial properties of products from their synthesis and the composition of the isolated
pathogenic flora from Myrilus galloprovincialis Lam are presented. She has also made a significant
contribution to the research of new biologically active compounds with antimicrobial properties -
a current and priority topic in modern therapeutic practice. The presented scientific articles have
31 noticed citations, which is a clear proof of their scientific usefulness. Head assistant Sevginar
Ibryamova, PhD also presents a list of 44 reports with which she participated in national and
international scientific forums.

Contributions:

The contributions of head assistant Ibryamov in a professional-educational and scientific aspect,
as they are presented in the application of her documents for the concourse, are undoubted and
cause respect for a well-established teacher, scientist and specialist with wide knowledge and skills
in her field.

The candidate presents a large number of developments of high scientific value in the field of
probiotic properties of lactic acid bacteria and prebiotic properties of exopolysaccharides
synthesized by them. A priority in her research is the discovery of new chemical compounds with
antibacterial and fungicidal activity against important clinical isolates of pathogenic bacteria,
yeasts and fungi. The large amount of scientific activity that head assistant Sevginar Ibryamov and
her scientific collaborators performed a study of the microflora of the black sea mussel Mytilus
galloprovincialis Lamarck, as well as the level of bioaccumulation of heavy metals and
microplastics in representatives from the Black Sea water area. From everything mentioned about
the candidate's contributions, I appreciate her as an irreplaceable staff member in the scientific
structure of the Shumen University, a specialist with a broad appearance and extensive
professional experience.




Teaching activity:

Getting acquainted with the teaching activity of head assistant Ibryamova, I am impressed by the
large number - more than 10 disciplines in the field of microbiology, in which she leads lectures
and laboratory exercises, both for bachelor's and master's degrees. She also participates in the
organization of the educational activity as a course leader and also makes a strong impression that
she successfully acts as a scientific supervisor - to date three graduates have successfully defended
their diplomas and one current graduate. This also shows her skills in the quality training of young
scientists and her role as a mentor for producing valuable scientific research and development.

Personal qualities:

I know head assistant Sevginar Ibryamov as a colleague and young scientist, I have always valued
her highly as an extremely intelligent, responsive and kind-hearted person. I have been aware of
her academic development since its inception and I express my admiration for her that she has
always demonstrated, and I am sure will continue to demonstrate, clearly her academic goals, never
ceases to develop and expand her usefulness and contribution. in the academic and scientific
activity of Shumen University. | think that head-assistant Ibryamov possesses and demonstrates
the full range of qualities that a young and at the same time erudite researcher and teacher needs
to possess in order to be fully valued and significant in his field of development. Knowing her as
an ambitious person, I am sure that she will continue to build on her competences and strengthen
her scientific and teaching contributions more and more convincingly.

Conclusion:

Based on the materials provided to me for the preparation of an review regarding the application
of head assistant Sevginar Ibryamova, PhD for the academic title of "associate professor", after a
careful analysis of all documents, I accept her candidacy for participation in the concurse as fully
worthy. I give my positive vote for the application of head-assistant Sevginar Ibryamova and
for conferring her the academic title of "associate professor' and I most politely recommend
to the respected members of the scientific jury to also vote positively for the candidacy of head
assistant Sevginar [bryamova.

Admirations to the scientific and teaching successes of head assistant Sevginar Ibryamova, [ wish
her many more successes and I am sure that she will continue her academic growth with dignity
and conviction.

Signed:
assoc. prof. Neli Ermenlieva, PhD Data: 12-12-2023



