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In the introduction, the choice of the topic is justified - the leading factor is
the adopted programme concerning the study of grave mounds in the municipality
of Primorsko and of nine archaeological sites. The territorial and chronological
boundaries of the study are defined in the introduction. The territorial scope of the
dissertation includes Strandzha Mountain. It has the following geographical
boundaries justified by the doctoral student: east - the coastline of the Black Sea;
north - the area of the Burgas Lakes; west - the Svetiiliyski Vazvishenia rocky
heights and the valley of Tundzha. The archaeological sites to the south of the
main ridge of the mountain are on the territory of the Republic of Turkey. The
information about them is insufficient as no systematic archaeological research has
been carried out. The chronological framework of the dissertation is determined by

the information on sites from the Bronze and Iron Ages.



The introduction presents the goals, the main tasks and the methods used in
defining them. The main goal of the research consists in reviewing the empirical
material accumulated so far and creating generalized models of the once existing
burial practices. The implementation of this objective determines the structure of
the dissertation work as well.

In the introduction, attention is also devoted to the history of research in
Strandzha Mountain. Indicated are the archaeological sites and monuments located
in the Bulgarian part of the mountain.

The first chapter is dedicated to the Bronze Age with an exhaustive
examination of the archaeological excavations and the results yielded, namely a
site in the area of Kostadin Cheshma locality and the Helikon Mound near the
village of Debelt; grave mounds No. 3 and No. 4 in Silihlyar and grave mound No.
1 in Stamopolu both localities near the town of Primorsko; also the Bratanova
Peshtera, a cave site near the village of Brashlyan. The summaries of the burial
practices and rituals during the Early Bronze Age drawn up in the dissertation
work are based on the accumulated information.

Chapter two provides information on the considered subject from the Early
Iron Age: dolmens on the land of the village of Zabernovo and mounds in the area
of the village of Evrenozovo, Malko Tarnovo Municipality; a dolmen and mound
on the village land of Belevren, Sredets Municipality; a dolmen on the land of
Golyam Dervent, a village in Municipality of Elhovo; a dolmen in the
Tsarvandakovi Kashli locality near the village of Belevren, Sredets Municipality.
The accumulated database allows the PhD student to draw his conclusions about
the burial practices during the Early Iron Age.

The burial complexes of the Late Iron Age are discussed in the third chapter
of the dissertation. The analysed information is obtained during the studies of the

burial structures from Apollonia Pontica, uncovered in the tumuli. The collected



data on graves over which no burial mound was shaped is summarized: necropoleis
in the Pobeda residential quarter of Burgas. Systematised is the information on the
burial structures over which tumuli were heaped: in the Mishkova Niva site near
the town of Malko Tarnovo; on the land of Balgari; in Sveta Bogoroditsa locality
near the village of Brodilovo; the Tumbata mound on the land of Sinemorets;
another mound called Tumbata on the land of the village of Bogdanovo; Mound
No. 1 in the Chenger locality near the town of Primorsko; Mounds No. 1 and No. 2
in the Staro Selo site on the territory of the village of Novo Panicharevo; Mounds
No. 1 and No. 2 in the Silihlyar locality, land of Primorsko; a mound in the
Shturovtsi locality, land in the village of Stoilovo. Chapter three also contains the
historical sources related to the funeral rites of the Thracians. Summaries of the
Classical and Hellenistic necropoleis are introduced, based on the analysis of
voluminous archaeological material.

The information analyzed by Daniel Pantov allows forming important
conclusions about the burial structures and funeral practices in the considered
territory, which are presented in a separate part of the dissertation, namely the
‘Conclusions’. The Bronze Age burial structures discovered in Strandzha and the
burial rite are analogous to those of Central and Southern Thrace. Stone structures
around the graves, vestiges of pyres, dead corps laid in embryonic position,
additional piling of earth over the burial mounds during later burials, modest grave
goods, were also recorded in the territory considered in the dissertation. The
doctoral student rightly assumes that the population of the studied area is a carrier
of the same culture - material and spiritual - characteristic of almost the entire
territory of Ancient Thrace

Of the number of conclusions which the PhD student draws from the
abundant archaeological material from the Iron Age, particularly important are

those about the combination of elements of the Hellenic colonists’ burial rites with



those of the local population. Recorded are graves evidencing funeral rites
associated with cremation, a common practice in the Thracian necropoleis from the
Hellenistic era. At the same time, the bone remains were deposited in luxurious
vessels with red-figure decoration, which were widespread in the Greek colonies.
There is a symbiosis between the material and spiritual culture of the two ethnic
communities.

The dissertation has the qualities of a serious scientific study. Voluminous
archaeological material is included both in this work and in the doctoral student’s
scholarly publications. It is properly documented and analysed. The publication of
the dissertation should be necessarily accompanied with appendices, which include
graphic images and photographs of the uncovered burial structures.

The doctoral student’s scientific research is in-depth and fruitful. | should
advise him to persist in this direction in the future. I announce to the scientific
committee my positive evaluation of Daniel Pavlov Pantov's dissertation work
entitled ‘Funeral practices in the Bulgarian part of the Strandzha mountain during
the Bronze and Iron Ages’ for the acquisition of the educational and scientific

degree ‘doctor’ in Professional direction: 2.2. History and Archaeology.
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