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I.Brief  biografical  information  for  the  candidate.  Daniel  Pavlov  Pantov  is 

Bacelor of  History,  with  professional  qualification  Archaeologist (New  Bulgarian 

University/NBU-2008);  Master of  Archaeology  with  specialization  Archaeology  of 

Antiquity (NBU-2010);  Master  of  Numismatic, expertise and assessement of cultural-

historical  values (SWU-2020);  Master of  Management  of  cultural  institutions  (Art 

Management) (NBU-2021).

 From 2019 he  is  enrolled  as  a  part-time PhD student of  DP  Archaeology 

(Prehistory and Antiquity),  in  PF 2.2 History and Archaeology,  FHE 2.Humanitarian 

Sciences, in the Department of History and Archaeology at FHS by ShU, for 4 years and 

supervisor Assoc. Prof. Dr Petar Balabanov (Order No RD 10-489/26.06.2019).

From 2012 he is Chief Specialist for Cultural Heritage in Primorsko Community.



From 2015 he is Director of the History Museum in Primorsko.

II.Characteristic of scientific production of the candidate.

The topic of the dissertation “Burial Practices during the Bronze and Iron Ages 

in  South-East  Bulgaria”  was  accepted  at  the  meeting  of  Department  History  and 

Archaeology (Protocol No KD 01-10/09.09.2019) and was changed as “Burial Practices 

in  the  Bulgarian  Part  of  Strandzha  Mountain  during  the  Bronze  and  Iron  Ages” 

(Order RD 10-372/22.07.2021).

In the minimum requirements for ESD “Doctor” – Dr/PhD from the Regulation 

for Implementation ZRASRB 80 point are specified, and the doctoral student achieves 

130 points from:  Group A, Indicator 1  = 50 points (dissertation)  + Gr. C, Ind. 6  = 30 

points  (1 art. х 30 p.  Petar Balabanov, Daniel Pantov. Treasure of gold appliques for 

horse harness from Primorsko. - Be-JA Bulgarian e-Journal of Archaeology, 2018, vol. 8, 

1-16) + Ind. 7 = 50 points(5 art. х 10 p.).

The author  has  22 participations in  field researches,  of  which 4 were  after 

enrollment as PhD student. Publications on the topic of the dissertation are 6 – in the 

specialized editions: 4 are published, and 2 are in print. By them 1 is in English and 5 – in 

Bulgarian, 3 – indipendently, and 3 – in coauthor. These are the steps by whuich the 

dissertation was built. The 7-th publication is the dissertation.

III.Main contributions in the candidate’s scientific activities.

According  art.  27,  al.  2  from  the  Regulation  for  the  Implemantation  of  the 

ZRASRB  the  dissertation  consist:  title  page;  content;  introduction;  exposition; 

conclusion – summary of the obtained results;  declaration of originality (=athorship); 

bibliography.

In the particulare case the work of the candidate consist:  title page (p. 1); 

content (pp. 2-4); introduction (pp. 5-23); exposition in 3 chapters Ch.1 (pp. 24-93), Ch. 2 

(pp. 94-135), Ch. 3 (pp. 136-222);  conclusion (pp. 223-232); bibliography (p. 233-248), 

application (86 p.); the declaration of originality (=athorship) is aditional document;

The INTRODUCTION (pp. 3-23) is consistent with the topic of the dissertation 

and  consists  of  5  paragraphs.  At  the  beginning,  the  disproportion  of  archaeological 



surveys  in  Bulgaria  is  objectively  taken  into  account  –  salvage  and  regular,  with  a 

predominance  of  the  former,  which  negatively  affects  the  overall  results.  In  a  very 

professional way, the author indicates in his toolkit  the use of the problematic circle 

Thracia Pontica that emerged in the science of Ancient Thrace in the 70s and 80s of the 

20th century – even with the intention of making his own contributions to it. The funeral 

customs of the Thracians find their place here. In the study of this issue, the author notes 

the importance of the  Thracology congresses, the Philippopolis Weeks and the Thracia 

Pontica symposium. It is considered that the accumulated empirical material in the last 50 

years  allows  to  enrich  the  idea  of  Thracian  funeral  rites  and  religious  behavior.

§.The choice of the topic, the author rightly argues,  is  determined to a large 

extent by what is happening in archaeological terms, in the municipality of Primorsko, 

during the years  since its  creation,  but  especially  in  the last  10 years,  related to  the 

Program for the study of tombstones, with field visits, as well as with extended terrestrial

and underwater archaeological research.

§.The  justification of  the  territorial  and  chronological  boundaries is 

reasonably connected with the geographical uniqueness of the area, located in the north 

from the ridge of Strandzha to the Burgas Lakes, with the Black Sea to the east, The St. 

Ilian  Heights  and  the  Tundzha River  –  in  the  west,  with  the  chronology  being 

presupposed by the source material – from the EBE to the establishment of the Roman 

Empire.

§. Aims, tasks and main methods of the research are consistent with the sources. 

The objectives seek to cover the available empirical material from EBE, EIE is the LIE, 

for  the  creation  of  generalized  models,  compared  with  neighboring  regions,  while 

actively considering the role of Hellenic settlers from the polises and emporiums of the 

Strandzha Black Sea Coast, in the Thracian-Hellenic interactions. The tasks – collecting, 

processing, systematizing, comparing, summarizing – correspond to the objectives. The 

main  methods  are  the  classical  ones  in  the  archaeological  and  historical  research  of 

Ancient Thrace, enriched with modern ones.

§. Physico-geographical characteristics of the Strandzha mountain represent the 

conditions under which the bearers  of  the local  culture – the Thracians – existed by 



assimilating the natural resources for the well-being of society and the development of 

their spiritual life, reflected in the studied monuments.

§. Archaeological sites and monuments related to the history and culture of the 

Thracians  in  the  Bulgarian  part  of  Strandzha  mountain.  Research  History  tracks  the 

history of research and lists the important objects as their result. The significant role of 

the  Institute  of  Trachology at  the  BAS,  of  the  Center  for  Underwater  Archeology – 

Sozopol in the development of  the contact zone and the study of the problem circle 

named Thracia Pontica was noted.

Chapter I. FUNERAL COMPLEXES FROM THE BRONZE AGE (pp. 24-

93 ) begins with the changes at the beginning of the BE and the ethnogenesis of the 

population from the EBE, examining the three known hypotheses for this: autochthonous, 

migratory and complex.  1.1. A brief history  of the studies of  EBE graves in Thrace 

rejects the thesis of M. Gimbutas about a destructive ruination from the north and reports 

a  local  variant  of  the  Yamna culture  in  Ancient  Thrace,  whose  carriers  entered  into 

interaction with  the  found population;  1.2.  Burial  facilities from the  Bronze Age in 

Strandzha examines the sites:  "Kostadin fountain" and "Helikon" mound near Debelt. 

Special attention is paid to burial mounds No 3 and No 4 in the locality of "Silihlyar", the 

land of the town of Primorsko, and the stratigraphy of the sites, as well as the discovered 

facilities, are discussed in a reasoned manner, with a presentation of the finds in them. 

The same was done with burial mound No. 1 in the locality of Stamopolu, the land of the 

town of Primorsko. The "Brother's Cave" site, in the land of Brashlyan village, is also 

professionally presented; 1.3. Summaries and conclusions related to burial practices and 

rituals during the EBE is perfectly in place, such as, for example, that the results of the 

Bronze Age mound burials studied in the area of the city of Primorsko are considered in a 

complex with the finds of 92 synchronous settlements, which are near them; especially 

important are the dozens of skulls of domesticated horses discovered during underwater 

research from the sunken settlement in the bay of the town of Kiten, which means that 

during the EBE, along the lower reaches of the Ropotamo River, on the Strandzha Black 

Sea Coast, a stable settlement system existed.



Chapter II. FUNERAL COMPLEXES FROM THE EARLY IRON AGE (pp. 

94-135)

II.1.  Dolmens  presents  their  presence  in  Europe  and  the  world,  focusing 

especially on those in Ancient Thrace – specifically in its southeast. It is important to 

conclude that the research so far gives reasons to assume that the dating of the dolmens in 

Strandzha falls within the period 9th-6th centuries BC.

II.2.  Burial  practices  during  the  Early  Iron  Age  formulates  an  important 

conclusion that the dolmens were family and ancestral tombs.

II.3. Early Iron Age burial facilities in Strandzha.

II.3.1. Dolmens  in  the  land  of  the  village  of  Zabernovo,  Malko  Tarnovo 

municipality  provide  information  about  the  contacts  of  the  local  population  with  the 

peoples of the Mediterranean basin, as a Phoenician fibula was discovered for the first 

time in Thrace and it is not the only imported object from the study; ІІ.3.2. Mounds in the 

land of Evrenozovo village, Malko Tarnovo municipality. The study of three mounds and 

two dolmens gives information about dating, as the author believes that the construction 

of the dolmens should be referred to the end of 10th - beginning in the 9th century BC 

The doctoral student contributes to the fact that the findings from the two dolmens show 

that the local inhabitants had close ties with the peoples of the Mediterranean basin from 

the region of Phrygia, Crete and Rhodes, as well as with the cultures around the lower 

reaches of the Danube;  II.3.3. Dolmen and mound from the land of Belevren village, 

Sredets municipality. The dolmen refers to the beginning in the 8th century BC and its 

use has been for a whole century; the finds found in the mound clearly indicate that the 

site was built and used in the 10th-9th centuries BC, and in the end of 7th - beginning in 

the 6th century BC the mound is filled;  II.3.4. Dolmen in the land of Golyam Dervent 

village, Elhovo municipality. Researchers date the dolmen in the general context to the 

8th century BC; II.3.5. Dolmen in the locality of Tsrvandakovi kushli near the village of 

Belevren, Sredets municipality. Since some of the fibulae find analogies among those 

from Phrygia, Insular and Continental Greece, this serves as an argument in favor of the 

conclusion of trans-sea trade contacts of the Thracians in the 8th – 7th centuries BC.

I note that thus presented, the whole of §3 is contributed.



II.4. Funeral practices. "The comparison of the finds found in them, the layout 

and the place of construction, with what the ancient authors say on the subject, gives us  

reason to distinguish the following actions in the funeral practices related to the death that 

has occurred: 1. Exposure of the body to open atmospheric conditions for certain time. 2. 

Lamentation of the dead by relatives and friends. 3. Animal sacrifices. 4. Funeral feast in  

memory of the deceased. 5. Burial of the body. 6. Human sacrifices and in many cases  

dismemberment of their bodies. 7. Filling the burial mound. 8. Organizing competitions 

in memory of the deceased. 9. Veneration of the distinguished dead after the funeral. 10. 

Memorial rites and feasts of a certain time period" (p.126 ).

The detailed examination of the collected source information for the first 6 stages, 

although hypothetical, seems to be a unique contribution of the author.

II.5.  Summaries  and conclusions has  its  contributions,  such as  that  dolmens 

have qualitatively different functions from the standard burial facilities of the previous 

era; they provide direct contact between the living and the bodies of the dead – testimony 

to different understandings of the meaning of contacts between the world of the dead and 

the  living,  and  also  that  the  qualitative  change  of  funerary  practices  on  the  border  

between LBE and EIE is part of the observed complex change in material culture of the 

inhabitants of Ancient Thrace.

Chapter  III.  FUNERAL  COMPLEXES  FROM  THE  LATE  IRON  AGE 

(pp.136-222)

III.1.History of the studies of Apollonia Pontica during the last hundred years 

has  its  informative value,  which changes over  time and is  reflected in  the important 

contribution observation that "Regardless of the fact that the city is presented in literature 

as  an  exclusively  Hellenic  center.  Thracians  from the  surrounding areas  settled  in  it 

already in the classical era, and in the following centuries active processes of integration 

between  the  two ethnic  groups  took  place.  That  is  why the  necropolises  of  the  city 

provide us with abundant material that sheds light not only on Hellenic burial practices, 

but also on the development of Thracian ones – elements that can be traced in the studies 

of Thracian necropolises deep in the hinterland". (136 p.).



III.2. Study of underburial burial facilities on the territory of Apollonia Pontica 

contributes to us the results of the burial mound of n. a Thracian  aristocracy/nobility, 

which, regardless of Hellenization, managed to be preserved throughout the pre-Roman 

era and even later, a circumstance evident from the tracing of funeral customs and rituals" 

(138 p.), as well as the available data from the remains of other mounds in the area, in a 

similar context.

III.3. Flat  necropolises.  A helpful observation is made here that "If the mound 

burials in the necropolises of Apollonia Pontica can be seen as common to Thracian and 

Greek burial practices, the study of the flat necropolises of the colony proves that they 

correspond to the tradition of Hellenic centers" (150 p. ).

3.1. Necropolises in the  Pobeda district  in the land of the city of Burgas are 

presented in detail, contributing characteristics of the site as a Thracian settlement and 

necropolis, confirmed and expanded by later studies.

III.4. Graveyard burial facilities 4.1. An object in the area "Mishkova Niva" in 

the land of  the town of Malko Tarnovo describes the history of  the excavations and 

presents the different opinions in science. One option is seen in "the importance of the 

dome tomb in the Mishkova Niva area as a cultural monument is primarily in its unique 

and impressive architectural appearance, which has no direct analogies and ranks among 

the important monuments of tomb construction in Thrace during the Roman imperial era, 

along with the tomb from Pomorie, etc.” (160 p.). The other, which is more promising, is  

related to the use of modern equipment and methodology...: "In 2018, teams from the 

museums in the city of Primorsko and the city of Malko Tarnovo formed a working 

group, which aims to carry out an interdisciplinary survey with ground-penetrating radar 

of nodal sites on the territory of Malko Tarnovo municipality. One of the objects is the 

studied terrain near the tomb in the area Mishkova Niva..." (160/1 p.); 4.2. Tombs in the 

land of Bulgari village, Tsarevo municipality gives information about cult  gravestone 

forms and funerary-cult performances; 4.3. Mounds in the town of St. Bogoroditsa, in the 

land of Brodilovo village, Tsarevo municipality informs us about burial facilities from 

the 4th century BC;  4.4.  Mound  Tumbata in the land of the village of Sinemorets "In 

2006, a rescue archaeological survey was undertaken of a Thracian burial mound in the 

land of the village of Sinemorets... During the study of the burial pit, it was clarified that 



it  was a matter of in-situ cremation of a woman, with the gold and silver ornaments  

belonging to her... Parts of a gold wreath, bull's head gold pendants, an amphorisk, beads, 

one preserved earring and parts of the second earring, highly melted silver ornaments, 

etc., were found in the pyre. silver discs were placed on the already cooled pyre... in the 

last quarter of the 3rd - the beginning of the 2nd century BC." (167/8 p.);  4.5.  Mound 

Tumbata, land in the village of Bogdanovo, Burgas region, provides data on a brick tomb 

with a cult-sacrificial hearth and gives grounds for the thesis that in the 4th-3rd centuries 

a local aristocrat was buried in the mound near the village of Bogdanovo; 4.6. Mound No. 

1 in the locality of Chenger, land of the city of Primorsko, gives data on two graves from 

the 4th-2nd centuries;  4.7.  Mound No. 1 in the locality  of  Staro Selo, the land of the 

village of Novo Panicharevo, Municipality of Primorsko gives information about a grave 

and a cult pit from the 4th-3rd centuries; 4.8. Mound No. 2 in the Staro Selo locality, land 

of the village of Novo Panicharevo, Primorsko municipality provides data on a pyre, a 

stone structure and cult pits from the 4th century BC; 4.9. Mound No. 1 in the locality of 

Silihlyar, land of the town of Primorsko, gives grounds for the contributions that: "The 

treasure from Primorsko is the first fully preserved set of ammunition of gold appliqués 

for decorating a horse, found south of the Balkans. ... this remarkable find, as well as the 

results of others... testify that during the Hellenistic era representatives of the Thracian 

aristocracy resided here, who had significant economic and power opportunities...  the 

technique of making the treasure from Primorsko allows us to assume, that it was created 

in the area in which it was discovered. This raises the question of the possibility that a 

Thracian goldsmith's workshop existed here during the Hellenistic era, the products of 

which differ significantly in terms of design and quality from the known finds in the 

necropolises of the nearby Apollonia Pontica" (208/9 p.);  4.10. Mound No. 2 from the 

necropolis in the Silihlyar locality, the land of the town of Primorsko gives information 

about a burial in a pit with piled pyre from the 4th-3rd centuries; 4.11. A mound in the 

Shturovtsi locality, land in the village of Stoilovo, Malko Tarnovo municipality gives 

contributions  that  "Around  the  middle,  the  third  quarter  of  the  4th  century  BC,  in 

connection with an event that occurred – the death of an influential person... The location 

of the mound throughout antiquity is invariably associated with its proximity to important 

thoroughfares leading to and from Byzantium.” (p. 218 ).



III.5. Historical sources related to funeral customs among the Thracians are data 

from Herodotus and Pomponius Mela, which are quoted in a Bulgarian translation.

III.6. Summaries and conclusions related to the necropolises of the  Classical 

and Hellenistic  periods in Thrace Potnika.  It  is  particularly significant that  the burial 

mound necropolises in the northern foothills of Strandzha, after a break during the 19th 

century, reappeared around mid. in the 4th century BC. This is a delay of more than a 

century compared to Central Thrace, and regardless of the presence of gold ornaments 

and imported ceramics, the grave goods in the Strandzhan mounds are significantly more 

modest than the so-called "rich burials". Monumental tombs of the rank of the Thracian 

rulers documented in the valley are also missing.

The CONCLUSION (pp. 223-232 ) summarizes the results of the dissertation 

work, and its particularly contributing value consists in the fact that important and new 

historical conclusions have been successfully made, based on the interpretation of the 

archaeological materials.

Used  Literature,  incl. and internet sources, located on pp. 233-248, is rich in 

used works in Bulgarian and other languages.

The IIlustrations are presented in the second part of the dissertation –  IMAGES 

(86 p. in total), as an illustrative  appendix, in which we see more important finds and 

documents illustrating the author's text.

The ABSTRACT meets the requirements.

In my opinion, there is no plagiarism in the dissertation.

IV.  Critical  notes and recommendations: For all  the positive evaluations and 

contributions of the dissertation, I cannot help but note a few notes:



- Against the background of the presented hypotheses for the beginning of the 

EBE, the  author does not take into account the climate changes and geographical 

conditions (!) that accompany it, according to modern research;

-At Plachidol (EBE), a car with solid wheels, not spokes, was discovered!;

-It is necessary to say  what happened in Ancient Thrace and the Black Sea 

during the Middle and Late Bronze Age, in order to have a connection between chapter I 

and chapter II;

- There are no abbreviations, but they are mandatory for this type of work!

V. Conclusion: Regardless of the notes and recommendations made, I 

believe that the listed merits and contributions of the work give me reasons 

to VOTE POSITIVE for awarding the educational and scientific degree 

"doctor" Dr/PhD  (of  History)  to  the  doctoral  student  Daniel  Pavlov 

Pantov, from the DP Archeology (Prehistory and Antiquity), PF 2.2 History 

and  archaeology,  FHE 2.  Humanities,  at  the  Department  of  History  and 

Archeology  at  the  Faculty  of  Humanitarian  Sciences of  the  "Episkop 

Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University, for the dissertation on the topic 

"Funeral  practices  in  the  Bulgarian  part  of  the  Strandzha  mountain 

during the Bronze and Iron Age era".
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