REVIEW
by Assoc. Prof. Desislava Stoyanova Cheshmedzhieva-Stoycheva, PhD,

lecturer in English at the English Studies Department, Faculty of Humanities, Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Shumen,

on the PhD thesis Verbal Strategies of Legitimation in American Political Discourse (based on
presidential campaign speeches) submitted by Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska, in
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, in the area of: 2. Humani-
ties, professional field 2.1. Philology (Germanic languages, Modern English)

1. General overview of the procedure and the applicant

Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska completed her bachelor’s and master’s degree in
English philology and became a teacher of English language and literature in 1994 at St. Kliment
Ohridski University of Sofia. In November 2021 she is enrolled as a free doctoral student in the
doctoral program Germanic Languages (English Language — Modern English Language) from
professional field 2.1. Philology, field of higher education 2. Humanities.

The career development of Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska is connected with
Varna Free University Chernorizets Hrabar, where in 1996 she started working as a part-time
English teacher, went through an exam for the position of lecturer in 1997, and in June 2009 was
promoted to senior lecturer, and has been appointed to the administrative position of scientific
secretary of the Department for Foreign Language Education and Post-Graduate Qualification since
2020. The gradual growth and the undertaking of additional responsibilities by the doctoral student
speaks of the conscientious fulfillment of the requirements in terms of her scientific, administrative
and teaching activities as a member of Varna Free University Chernorizets Hrabar. In addition, the
doctoral student has specializations in the USA, Iceland and Russia. She participated in 8 projects
and 3 mobilities under the Erasmus program.

For the exam at hand, Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska has submitted a PhD thesis
titled “Verbal strategies for legitimation in the American political discourse (based on pre-election
presidential speeches)” in Bulgarian, an author’s summary of the thesis in Bulgarian and English,
four publications related to the topic of the dissertation, one of which is in the yearbook of Varna
Free University Chernorizets Hrabar, and the other three in a Bulgarian scientific journal. All papers
are published in refereed and indexed journals with peer review.

Procedure:

Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska finished her PhD course in the doctoral program
of Germanic Languages (Modern English) from professional field 2.1. Philology, field of higher
education 2. Humanities ahead of the deadlines and was granted the right to a viva voce defense as
stated by a decree RD-10-851 dated 25 Nov. 2022 signed by the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen.

The dissertation was reviewed by the extended staff of the Department of English Philology at
the Faculty of Humanities of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, appointed by decree No.
RD-16-290 of 24 Nov. 2022, on 5 Dec. 2022. At that sitting the department unanimously decided to



‘open a procedure for public defense, which was was approved by the Faculty Council of the Faculty
of Humanities. Following a decree No. RD 16-299 of 12 Dec. 2022 of the Deputy Rector of
Shumen University an Academic Jury was appointed. It held its first meeting on 20 Dec. 2021 at 1
p.m., at which a chairman was elected and the reviewers and authors of opinions in connection with
the upcoming public defense were determined.

The above confirms my conviction that the course of the procedure so Jar is in accordance
with the provisions of the normative documents.

2. Overview of the thesis and the author’s summary

The presented dissertation has a volume of 323 pages, divided into an introduction, four
chapters, a conclusion, a bibliography (of 233 used sources plus 7 encyclopedias and dictionaries), a
list of excerpted speeches, and appendices. Despite its large volume, the thesis is extremely easy to
read, which is due to the clear language and extremely well-ordered structure of the exposition.

The author handles the terminological apparatus in an excellent manner, and methodically and
clearly explains the main postulates and theories put forward in the thesis. The focus of the study is
defined as political discourse “realized in 53 speeches of American politicians to accept the
nomination for the presidential candidate”. The research period is 120 years — from 1900 to 2020,
which also determines the diachronic nature of the research, which is in line with the chosen
research methods.

The First chapter (51 pages) presents the main concepts such as the discourse as the basis of
the modern linguistic toolkit, discourse in Critical Discourse Analysis, context in discourse analysis,
political discourse, as well as some problems of the definition, the essence of politics, the
relationship between politics and language, functions and linguistic realization, representation:
expression of ideological beliefs, expression of political position and evaluation, manipulative
influence and persuasion.

The Second chapter (29 pages) examines the generic variety within political discourse, the
campaign speech as a genre of political discourse, genre characteristics, compositional structure,
trends in the production and reception of contemporary political speeches, medialization,
profanization, the problem of authorship and intertextuality, as well as approaches and methods for
the study of political speeches.

In Chapter Three (31 pages), the author dwells on political discourse as a strategic action,
communicative-speech strategies in political discourse, the concept of legitimation in political
discourse, the socio-political dimensions of legitimation, legitimation/ legitimacy/ legality,
legitimation/ legitimization, as well as the discursive dimensions of legitimation.

The analyzes made, mainly in Chapter 4 (115 pages) are also clear, detailed and well
presented. Based on the collected corpus, Boryana Kostova-Stamboliyska analyzes the various
methods for achieving legitimization, as well as the types of intertextuality and political myths
used, and then draws the main conclusions in the dissertation. P

The conclusion presents the hypotheses made in a concise and summarized form, indicating
whether they are confirmed or not and the main aspects of the research, in which I also find one of
the main contributions of the dissertation.



[ believe that the structure of the dissertation is suitable for the presented research and it
undoubtedly is of significance. The main contributions of the thesis are correctly and precisely
noted by the author. I can also see that the author complied with a very large part of the suggestions
previously made in order to finish the work, presented when she enrolled in the doctoral program,
Particularly interesting and valuable for me are the results presented in tables, which clearly and
accurately depict everything done. The work is in a form very suitable for publication as a book.

In 33 pages, the author’s summary of the thesis, presented in both Bulgarian and English,
correctly reflects and synthesizes the structure and essence of the dissertation, its contributions, as
well as the scholarly output of the doctoral student presented for the present procedure.

As a result of the above, I can conclude that the presented research and applied research
products of the doctoral student Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska meet the requirements
Jor the scientific and educational degree "Doctor of Philosophy".

3. Critical remarks and recommendations

I have no critical remarks, as I believe that the work fully meets and even exceeds the
requirements for a doctoral dissertation.

My recommendations are mainly related to the dissemination of the work, which, in my
opinion, would be useful not only to scholars working on the subject in Bulgaria, but also to those
across the border. In this regard, I think that both author’s summaries can be published in peer-
reviewed and indexed scientific journals, but I even think that the dissertation itself would be even
more valuable if it were published in English to reach more people .

At the same time, I realize that this is quite a time-consuming undertaking, but it may be a
basis for further research by the doctoral student in the field of comparative studies or in the further
exploration of the topic of delegitimization that was present in the initial version of the thesis.

CONCLUSION

The documents and materials presented by Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska fully
meet all the requirements of the Act for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria, the Regulations for implementation of the same and the relevant Regulations of
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The presented topic is worthy of a dissertation, meets
the academic requirements and can be defended as a doctoral dissertation in fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. The recommendations made are for the
purpose of disseminating the thesis and in no way diminish its contribution.

In conclusion, taking into account all of the above, I find it reasonable to give my positive
assessment and recommend 1o the Academic Jury to prepare a report-proposal to the Faculty
Council of the Faculty of Humanities to award the doctoral student Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-
Stamboliyska the educational and scientific degree "Doctor of Philosophy" in the area of: 2.
Humanities, Professional field: 2.1. Philology, doctoral program: Germanic languages (Modern
English). v
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