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In the competition for the award of the degree of Doctor of Education in the field of higher
education 2. Humanities, scientific area 2.1. Philology, Germanic Languages (Modern English)
participates 1 candidate - Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska as a self-study doctoral

student at Shumen University ‘Ep. Konstantin Preslavski’.

1. General characteristics of the presented work.

The presented dissertation consists of a total of 323 pages developed in four chapters with an
introduction and a concluding part. Introduction (pp. 7-19), Chapter I. General-theoretical
propositions in the analysis of political discourse (pp. 20 - 70), Chapter Two. Political election
speech as a genre of political discourse (pp. 71 - 99), Chapter Three. Strategies in political discourse
(pp- 100 - 130), Chapter Four. Legitimation strategies in electoral discourse (pp. 131 - 245),
Conclusion (pp. 246 - 256), list of cited literature, excerpted speeches, appendix with 327 examples
and 11 tables. The bibliography comprises 240 sources (including 4 encyclopaedias and 3

dictionaries), of which 205 are in English, 21 in Bulgarian and 14 in Russian.



The introduction consists of 5 sections introducing the topic, object, aims and theoretical
framework of linguistic analysis. The research objectives are formulated here, which are to trace
the main trends in US election campaigns, the principles that motivate the choice of verbal
strategies and the mechanisms for their implementation. The main research questions and working
hypotheses are clearly stated. The comprehensive framework of critical discourse analysis as a
transdisciplinary approach presents the combination of methods applied to the analysis of political
speeches such as the discourse-historical method, Van Dijk's ideological square, and Leuven's
classification to identify and classify the linguistic toolkit in relation to the object of study. The
topic is timely, relevant and of interest because of the possible parallels in terms of verbal strategies
in linguistic studies of global political language, as well as the identification of the textual

characteristics and the specific linguistic tools of the genre political speech.

Chapter 1 provides an extensive overview of the general theoretical framework of discourse
studies, clarifies the content of the concept of political discourse and the relationship between its
functions and the specific goals of communication in the political field. The generally accepted
models for the study of political language and its functions, which are the basis of the dissertation
- representational, manipulative, for the expression of political position and evaluation, as well as

for persuasion - are examined in detail.

Chapter two presents the genre diversity, the classification of political genres and subgenres
according to Reisigl and Wodak (2016). The compositional structure of political speech and the
factors shaping this type of text are elaborated, as well as the dominant contemporary trends such
as the conversationalization, profanation and intertextuality of the genre. Traditional approaches
and methods of analyzing political speeches are mentioned again - through the prism of rhetoric,
the theory of cognitive metaphors, cognitive semantics, sociblinguistics, etc. The research is
productively based on the advantages of CDA and the strategy of positive representation (Van Dijk,
2006), as well as on the discourse-historical approach to achieve an objective evaluation of the

linguistic devices used in political speeches.

Chapter 3 presents the specific communicative-speech strategies in political discourse. The
identification and analysis of legitimation strategies are made according to Habermas's (1999)
theory of communicative rationality, distinguishing basic concepts such s habitus, strategy and

field, legitimation and legitimacy. The theoretical frameworks of Martin Rojo and van Dijk (1997),



Van Leeuwen (2008), Reisigl, Wodak (2016), Reyes (2011), as well as argumentative schemes,
conventional to political discourse are commented. The classifications of strategies and
comparisons are precise, the differences are well-argumented. Important socio-pragmatic
information is illustrated through examples from the corpus of the research, and an analytical gap
is found in the strategies in terms of reference to value systems and the related indicators of the

formality of the political discourse such as lexical choice, text organization and intertextuality.

Central to the thesis, Chapter Four provides a systematic, well-executed and clearly organised
analysis of the empirical evidence from the study. Good observations are made on the variety of
lexico-grammatical choices used in epistemic legitimation such as verb tenses, modal verbs,
evaluative vocabulary, pronominal forms, conditional and imperative mood, metaphors, etc. The
section devoted to the ways of realizing intertextuality is well-grbu nded as a tactics for construction
of identity in political discourse is impressive. Well illustrated with examples are the main forms
of legitimation, such as "the voice of the family", "the voice of the people", "the voice of the
authoritative figure”, "the voice of the party", "the voice of the opponent", and "the language of
objectivity”, identifying the sources of intertextuality and pointing out differences in its use in
diachronic perspective. The use of the political myth as a mode of ideological influence is also
well illustrated with examples. The classification of political myths and their specific lexico-

grammatical characteristics highlight mythopoetics as an important strategy of legitimization in the

macro-argumentative framework of political speeches.

In the summary of the findings three major verbal legitimation strategies are classified, their
functions are described in detail, as well as the tactics purposefully employed in the social, cultural,
and temporal contexts of the American political discourse. A terminological apparatus for the
analysis of legitimation in the genre political speech is propoéed. Research contributions and

directions for future research in this area are outlined.

Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska demonstrates a very good command of the theoretical
basis and in-depth knowledge in the scientific filed, related to the topic of her research. This
conclusion is supported by the rich list of sources used. The analysis has been carried out
competently, thoroughly and meticulously and leads to significant conclusions concerning the

existence not only of culturally specific and subjective verbal strategies; but also of those of a



universal nature. The authenticity of the linguistic analysis is ensured by the application of modern

processing methods which guarantees the reliability of the reported results.

In this interdisciplinary research the candidate shows good awareness, linguistic training, ability to
work with corpora of linguistic data and to navigate well in complex matters. Therefore, as a
member of the scientific jury I give my positive assessment and recommend with conviction to the

Scientific Jury to award the degree of Doctor of Education to Boryana Kosto a-Stamboliyska.
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