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Boryana Kostova-Stamboliyska obtained a MA in English Philology from St. Kliment Ohridski Sofia
University, Faculty of Classical and Modem Philology in 1994. In 2021 she was enrolled as a doctoral
student in an independent mode of study in the doctoral programme German Lanquages (Modem
English) at the Department of English Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Konstantin Preslavski University
of Shumen.

Boryana Kostova-Stamboliyska started her career as Lecturer in English at Varna Free University in
1996 and has been Senior Lecturer in Engiish since 2008. Since 2020 she has been appointed
Scientific Secretary of the Department of Foreign Language Teaching and Post-graduate Qualification.
She has participated in 3 international projects, 3 academic mobilities /in Belgium, Italy and Czech
Republic/ and 3 specializations /in Russia, Icefand and the USA/.

1. Brief description of the submitted PhD thesis

The PhD thesis presented by the doctoral student B. Kostova-Stamboliyska on the topic of "Verbal
strategies of legitimation in American political discourse (based on presidential election speeches)”
examines political discourse in a time span of 120 years /1900-2020/ with the aim of identifying the
verbal strategies of legitimation, their functions, the presence of trends in their use during election
campaigns in the USA, as well as outlining a methodological framework for the analysis of the identified
strategies.

With a volume of 323 pages the PhD thesis is structured in accordance with the scientific standard and
includes an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion, a bibliography, a list of excerpted speeches and an
appendix.

The Introduction outlines the general concept of the doctoral thesis. It is the section where the
relevance of the topic is argued, the object and focus of the research are determined, the goals, tasks,
main positions and hypotheses presented for defense are formulated, the theoretical and applied
significance of the thesis is justified. The research tasks are correctly formulated with regard to the topic
of the research and are comprehensively presented as six consecutive logical steps. Among them, |
would like to single out three: to identify the linguistic means by which the specific strategic moves of
legitimation are realized in American political discourse; to investigate the mechanisms for the
realization of legitimation strategies by comparing legitimation strategies from different periods and the
trends in their application; to discover the relationship between language choice and the social and

epistemic context.



The doctoral student demonstrates excellent knowledge of the scientific concepts relating to the
analysis of the research topic. The theoretical framework of the PhD thesis is convincingly presented,
the methods of analysis are correctly indicated /Discourse-Historical Approach, van Dijk's ideological
square, van Leeuwen's classification of legitimation, a combination of qualitative and quantitative
methods/. B. Kostova-Stamboliyska has managed to collect, study and summarize the specifics of a
large corpus of linguistic material sources including official speeches for acceptance of the nomination
for an American presidential candidate delivered within an impressive period of time, i.e. 120 years.

In my opinion, the submitted PhD thesis is an up-to-date academic research with an interesting scientific

and applied profile.

The four chapters of the PhD thesis contain an in-depth independent analysis and the doctoral
student's conclusions about legitimation strategies in campaign speeches defined as epistemic
legitimation, intertextuality and political myth. What | consider as the researcher’s achievement is tracing
of the etymology of political myths, identification of their forms and analysis of their realization as
strategies of legitimization as well as their classification as universal, culture-specific and inherent to the
idiolect of the speaking politician. The evidence section includes examples emphasizing the relationship
between political myth and its pronounced religious and ideological aspects in American political culture.
Political myth is presented as a toolkit for thorough study of legiimization together with other similar

phenomena such as political propaganda and manipulation in a particular political culture.

The scientific value of the dissertation research consists, in my opinion, in the following: extensive
theoretical and analytical material in the field of the study of political discourse based on American
campaign speeches is summarized and critically considered; a terminological toolkit for analyzing
legitimation as a social practice is proposed based on the study of the discursive aspects of legitimation;
an attempt is made for a comprehensive description of the verbal strategies of legitimation, proving their
relation to intentional language use on the one hand, and on the other hand, to the individual
dispositions of the text producer's personality and personal verbal behavior. Three main verbal
strategies of legitimation in American poiitical discourse have been identified based on a linguistic study
of primary texts: epistemic legitimation, intertextuality, and political myth. Applying a diachronic
approach to the analysis of campaign speeches, the doctoral student draws the conclusion that the
legitimating power of verbal strategies depends on the socio-political, cultural and epistemic context
while verbal legitimation strategies have a text-constructing potential, i.e. result in a change in the
generic structure of campaign speeches.



The practical value of the work consists in the possibility of applying its results in the teaching of a
number of linguistic disciplines: psycholinguistics, theory of communication, theory of speech influence,
stylistics, rhetoric; as well as in special courses on political linguistics, media discourse, discourse
analysis and etc. The research materials can be useful in teaching political science, history, and
psychology. It must be noted that the conducted scientific research possesses social significance as it
demonstrates the need for a critical understanding of political texts, thereby contributing to the
development of mechanisms to protect against manipulation.

The reference list contains 240 titles, 232 of which are academic publications /205 in English, 21 in
Bulgarian and 14 in Russian/. 3 dictionaries and 4 encyclopedias are also listed. Over a hundred of the
sources have been published in the last ten years, which demonstrates the doctoral student's extensive

knowledge of the current state of research on the topic.
2. Evaluation of the PhD student's resuits and contributions

The scientific and applied contributions indicated by the doctoral student reflect the actual results
achieved in the PhD thesis which | accept.

3. Evaluation of the publications on the topic of the PhD thesis

Boryana Kostova-Stamboliyska is the author of 5 publications /4 articles and 1 report/ on the topic of the
PhD thesis. There is no difference between the approaches and analysis that are conducted in the

dissertation and in the research papers oresented.
4. Evaluation of the summary

All the requirements for writing a PhD thesis summary have been met. The main theoretical positions
and the particular results of the conducted dissertation research are clearly outlined.

I accept the contributions of the PhD thesis indicated in the summary.
5. Critical notes and recommendations
| have no critical remarks on the reviewed PhD thesis.

I recommend that the results of the research be published in academic journals, referenced and indexed

in global databases.

Conclusion



| believe that Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska has developed a high-quality and useful PhD
thesis in terms of theory and practice, which is an independent, in-depth research of a current topic,
covers a rich linguistic material and has indisputable contributions.

The PhD thesis is submitted in the form and volume required by Art. 27, para. 2 of the Regulations for
the Implementation of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria
/RIADASRB/ and the Regulations for the Development of Academic Staff at Konstantin Preslavski
University of Shumen.

The PhD thesis reflects the results of the doctoral student's research, according to Art. 25, item 2 of the
RIADASRB, and shows that Boryana Kostova-Stamboliyska possesses immense theoretical knowledge
in the relevant scientific field and abilities for independent scientific research in accordance with Art. 27,
paragraph 1 of RIADASRB.

In my capacity as a member of the Scientific Jury, | give my positive vote "FOR" and confidently
recommend to the esteemed Jury to vote for awarding Boryana Stoyanova Kostova-Stamboliyska the

educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in professional field 2.1. Philology. .
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