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L Brief biographical data about the candidate
Mariana Mincheva - Rizova graduated in Pedagogy at Sofia University
"St. Kliment Ohridski". In 2014 he acquired a PhD in the field of higher
education /. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field /.2. Pedagogy at Shumen
University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" with a dissertation on "Models for
sexual education of students from VI — VII grade".

Mariana Mincheva-Rizova's professional realization began in 1986 as a
teacher of the disciplines of the philosophical cycle at the Geo Milev Secondary
School, Varna, where she worked for 10 years. In the academic year 1987/1988
she was a part-time assistant at Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski", and in 1996 she was appointed to the academic position of
"assistant". Three years later, he became the "chief assistant", as he has been until
now. In the period 1997-2001 he was also a "chief assistant" at VFU
"Chernorizets Hrabar". In the content of the teaching staff of Chief Assist. Dr.
Mariana Mincheva — Rizova organizes and conducts qualification courses for
pedagogical specialists and conducts seminars in the disciplines of Pedagogy,

Theory of Education, Theory of Education and Philosophy of Education in the



EQD of Bachelor and Theory of Learning and Psychological Disciplines in the
EQD of Professional Bachelor.

Her professional biography is complemented by participation in 33
additional training and qualification courses and seminars in Bulgaria and abroad
- Spain, Slovakia, Great Britain. She is a participant in 4 international, 11 national

and 12 university projects and 19 scientific forums.

II. Characteristics of the scientific and scientific-applied production of

the candidate

Chief Assist. Dr. Mariana Mincheva — Rizova applied for the announced
competition with a list of publications (21 in total), which includes 2
monographs, 1 of which in co-authorship, and 1 published chapter of a
collective monograph — in co-authorship; 2 studies, 1 of which in co-authorship;
16 articles and published reports in conference proceedings, of which 12 in co-

authorship.

The presented production of the candidate corresponds to the specifics of
the professional field and the scientific specialty of the competition and is in
accordance with the scientometric indicators for occupying the academic
position of "Associate Professor" according to PPZRASB. The main

publications that deserve attention and should be analyzed are the following:

1. The monograph "The Rights of the Child as a Standard for the Quality of
Education and Care in the Kindergarten and the Family" has a volume of 199
pages and consists of an introduction, five main parts, conclusions and a
summary, literature and appendices. The monograph presents the results of a
scientific study of the problem, which includes a study of the legal framework of
children's rights at different levels: European (EU documents), national (Law on
Education and Regulations) municipal (rules of the Municipality of Varna)) and

a municipal pre-school institution (regulations of kindergartens, which also
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present the powers of the principal and the pedagogical college, on the one hand,
and the parents, on the other); empirical study of the attitudes and expectations
of teachers and parents related to the observance of children's rights in
kindergarten, their attitude to play in kindergarten (through the prism of play as
a focus of rights) and of parents' self-assessment of their communication with
children (through the prism of communication as a territory of rights)).

The monograph presents and explains facts that have not been the subject of
scientific research so far. The study is based on normative documents, statistical
data and literature sources, a survey and focus groups, as well as Mariana
Rizova's personal experience gained in the qualification activities with teachers,
which gives her the opportunity to reveal various aspects of this wide-ranging
problem and to clarify the real state of the rights of preschool children. A
positive point is the placement of the problem of children's rights in Bulgarian
pre-school institutions in a European context.

The sources of the study are a total of 63, of which 22 are in Cyrillic, 25 in
Latin and 16 web-based sources.

2. The monograph "Rearrangement according to integrity. Ontodidactic
Aspects of Integrativity in Education" is a collective monograph by three co-
authors with a volume of 253 pages (including 24 pages of appendices)), of
which Mariana Mincheva-Rizova has independently developed pp. 51-138 and
193-208 and co-authored with Ilian Rizov pp. 139-192 and 215-217. The parts
developed by Rizova are based on the dissertation for the acquisition of
educational and scientific degree "Doctor". The sources of the study are a total
of 132, of which 26 are in Latin.

These works are the result of a long research work, which is reflected in
other publications of the candidate (some of which are co-authored with Ilian
Rizov) — Studies No. 2 "Failed Growing Up or Briefly for Troubled Parents, the
Kindergarten and the Child in between" and Articles No. 1 (Is There a Place for
More Rights in School" ), No. 2 (Is Play Disappearing in Kindergarten"), No. 4
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(What Parents Expect from Kindergarten for Their Children“); No. 5 (The
Integrative Potential of Environment Textbooks for First Grade")), No. 7
(Kindergarten as a Topic of Conversation between Parents and Children"), No. 8
(The Kindergarten — Between Rights and Rules"), No. 9 (RAMO Program —
Model for Intercultural Education in Primary School"), No. 12 (The Rights of
the Child — in Civic Education"). They do not fully coincide in structural and
substantive terms with parts of the two monographs, and some expand the field
under study.

In some of her studies, Mariana Mincheva-Rizova (some of which are co-
authored with Ilian Rizov) examines problems close to the problems of the
monographs, but which do not overlap in content — the chapter "Model for
monitoring ethnocentrism and assessing the intercultural potential of textbooks"
from the collective monograph No. 3 "Monitoring of ethnocentrism in primary
education (I-II grade)",, Studios No. 1 "Expectations of parents and teachers for
changes in school education" and articles No. 3 (The Problem of Sexual
Exploitation through the Prism of Human Trafficking in Bulgaria"), No. 10
(RAMO Program — a Lost Opportunity") No. 11 ("Model for Assessment of the
Intercultural Potential of Textbooks"), No. 13 (The Rights of the Child as a
Subject of Educational Knowledge"), No. 14 (The RAMO Model -
Opportunities for Intercultural Dialogue in Primary School")).

Noteworthy is Article No. 6 "Interactive models for teaching preschool
children aimed at integrative development of social and cognitive skills" (co-
authored with Ilian Rizov) in which the authors present original didactic models
for integrative learning in the Educational Direction "Environment" in
kindergarten. The article is practical and gives ideas to the children's teacher in
an interesting and entertaining way "to answer better to the individual
differences in the rates of psycho-social and cognitive development of children."

In article No. 15 "Co-participation Program", the authors Mariana Mincheva-

Rizova and Ilian Rizov present the program (reflected as a technology in their
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textbook "Bristling Play for Rank, Index and Teenager") focusing on the skills
and attitudes of the student, developed as a result of the work on this program.

The scientific research of Chief Assistant Dr. Mariana Mincheva-Rizova is
aimed at poorly researched pedagogical problems, which are especially relevant
today. Their focus — children's rights — deserves admiration. The research is
distinguished by analytical, thoroughness, argumentation and striving for
comprehensiveness. The author's critical view of the presentation of the
problems and her pronounced personal position are impressive. She is well
aware of the normative documents and literary sources on the topics of her
research and the real state of the problems under study, and substantiates her
theses in a sufficiently complete and well-reasoned manner.

The works of Chief Assistant Dr. Mariana Mincheva — Rizova are cited in 9

publications, 2 of which in foreign sources.

III. Main contributions to the scientific, applied and teaching activities
of the candidate

I accept the self-assessment of the scientific contributions of Chief Assist.

Dr. Mariana Ivanova Mincheva — Rizova. Part of the scientific production
presented in the competition is the result of its own research and its
contributions. In summary, they can be boiled down to the following:

e A comprehensive and in-depth study of a scientific problem that has not
been covered in the Bulgarian pedagogical literature so far has been
carried out — the rights of the child as a standard for the quality of
preschool education — in monograph No. 1;

e anew model (at theoretical and practical level) has been developed for sex
education of students in grades VI and VII — for "intergender
understanding", which is an alternative to the familiar approaches — in

monograph No. 2;



At the same time, there are other scientific publications that are the result
of joint scientific work with Ilian Rizov and the contributions are common.
For them, separation protocols were submitted by the co-authors with
information about a shareholding of 50%. Contributions to the joint scientific
production include:

e an alternative educational model for intercultural education in primary
school age has been developed (educational program for the development
of intercultural experience "RAMO", approved by the Ministry of
Education and Science) — in monograph No. 2, article No. 9, article No.
14,

e Models for teaching children's rights at the primary stage of education
have been developed, and the requirements they meet are indicated — in
monograph No. 2, article No. 13;

e an educational program in psychology, philosophy and civic education
has been developed for students in junior high and high school education

(the "Co-participation" program) — in article No. 15;



e interactive models for the development of social and cognitive skills of
children from preschool age and at the initial stage of education have been
developed — in Article No. 9;

e a model for monitoring ethnocentrism and assessing the intercultural
potential of textbooks has been developed — in monograph No. 3 and
article No. 11.

The contributions of Mariana Ivanova Mincheva — Rizova are significant not
only for science, but also for practice, as the developed educational models are
applied and have been tested.

I have no personal observations about her teaching activity, but the feedback
from the students she has taught is positive. In view of her almost 30 years of
work as an assistant, I can assume that she has the necessary preparation to carry

out successful work as a habilitated lecturer in this field.

1V. Critical remarks, recommendations and questions
Critical Notes:

e There is no literature review on the topic in monograph No. 1;

e In some places in the scientific papers are presented statements without
specific quantitative data (the total number of participants in the survey
and focus groups are indicated, but there are no specific quantitative data
on the percentage of respondents in a certain way to the individual
questions) — in monograph No 1 — pp. 98-104, 133-136, in studies No 1 —
p. 10 — where terms such as ""exceptions are parents who ...", only a few
are those who ...", "the majority of parents are part", "a small group of
parents”, "most teachers", "not a small part of them", etc. without

specifying exact numbers.



e To expand the scope of the surveyed persons for their expectations and

attitudes regarding children's rights, including students — future teachers.

Question: If you are in the capacity of Minister of Education and
Science/Municipal Councilor in the Municipality of Varna/Director of a
kindergarten, what changes in the legal framework related to children's rights

would you initiate?

V. Conclusion

The attached reference for compliance with the scientometric indicators for
occupying the academic position of Associate Professor leads to the conclusion
that the candidate in the competition fulfills the minimum national requirements
for occupying this academic position. After getting acquainted with the
materials and scientific works presented in the competition, analyzing the main
ideas in them and taking into account the scientific contributions, I give my
positive assessment of the research and teaching activities of the candidate and
recommend to the Scientific Jury to propose to the Faculty Council of the
Faculty of Education at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski"
Chief Assist. Dr. Mariana Ivanova Mincheva — Rizova to be elected as an
"Associate Professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences,

professional field 1.2. Pedagogy ((Theory of Education and Didactics).

Date: 18.06.2024 Reviewer: .

(Prof. Violeta Atanasova, PhD)



