
OPINION

by Prof. Marinela Velikova Mihova, PhD., Department of Pedagogy, St. Cyril
and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo regarding the selection procedure
for the academic position of ASSOCIATB PROFESSOR in the Area of Higher

Education: 1. Pedagogical Science: 1.2. Pedagogy (Theory of education and
didactics), announced in the Official Gazette, no. 20, from 08.03.2024

Candidate:

1. Mariana Ivanova Mincheva - Rizova, assistant professor

1. Contest details

The selection procedure for the academic position "docent" in the field of
higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional direction l. 2. Pedagogy
(Theory of education and didactics) is at the initiative of Shumen University "Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski" and is published in the State Gazette no. 20, dated 08.03.2024

The selection procedure was announced for a period of two months, in which
documents were submitted only from ch. Assistant Professor Mariana Mincheva -

Rizova from Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" - DIKPO - Varna.

By order of the Rector of Shumen University RZ 16-059 dared 29.04.2024,
the members of the scientific jury was determined. At its first meeting (Minutes 1122.

05. 2024), the jury determined the chairman, reviewers and the members to prepare
opinions, as well as the deadlines that follow the procedure.

The selection procedure is in accordance with the requirements of the Law
on the Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at the "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski" Shumen University.

2. Candidate's data

Senior assistant professor Mariana Mincheva - Rizova has a master's degree
in "Pedagogy" with an additional specialty in philosophy since 1986 at the Faculty
of Philosophy of the "St. Kliment Ohridski". In 2014, she was awarded the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in Theory of Education and Didactics
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after a successfully defended dissertation on the topic: "Models for sexual education
of students of grades VI-VII".

Her professional career began as a teacher in the "Geo Milev" Secondary
School, Varna, in the disciplines of the philosophical cycle. The academic experience
of Dr. Mariana Mincheva - Rizova began in 1988 as a part-time assistant in Didactics
at Shumen University. Since 1997, he has been on abasic employment contract at
the Faculty of Art, Culture and Mass Communications and DIKPO - Varna at the
University of Shumen, where he is currently the main assistant.

Ch. Mariana Rizova, assistant professor, is an established scientist in her
scientific field and a teacher who has prepared and qualified valuable teachers for
our educational system.

Teaching lctivity

Senior assistant professor Mariana Rizova, PhD, declares an active teaching
activity in professional bachelor's and bachelor's programs at Dobrich College and
Shumen University. There are also numerous thematic qualification courses for
pedagogical specialists in general pedagogical and psychological issues that he leads.
Her activity with pedagogical specialists in terms of their qualification and the
acquisition of the five professional qualification degrees is diverse and very saturated
- organizing master classes, participation in committees, course management,
participation in scientific research groups.

Ch. Mariana Rizova, assistant professor, is an invited lecturer by principals
and teachers on current topics of interest to parents and students, she participated as

an expert-trainer at the Ministry of Education and Culture, which is an indicator of
her professional qualities and scientific erudition

Project activity

Senior Mariana Rizova, assistant professor, declared participation in 12

international, national and intra-university projects, having held various positions.

The professional biography of Ch. assistant professor Mariana Rizova, PhD,
is proof of a high level of academics, demandingness and a highly developed sense
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of responsibility both for herself and for raising the authority of the educational
institution to which she belongs.

3. Reference to scientometric indicators

The reference for the implementation of the scientometric indicators,
required by groups of indicators for a scientific field 1. Pedagogical sciences,
Professional direction 1 .2. Pedagogy presented by Ch. Mariana Rizova, assistant
professor, PhD, shows that she meets the minimum requirements for holding the
academic position "associate professor".

The quantitative and content characteristics of the presented publications
coffespond to the profile of the announced competition for the acquisition of the
academic position "associate professor". The outlined thematic areas of the scientific
production very clearly define the sequence in the candidate's scientific interests,
which confirm her as one of the leading and original researchers in a professional
direction 1.2. Pedagogy.

5. Evaluation of the publications submitted for participation by the
candidate

5.1. Assessment of the main habilitation work of the candidate

Senior assistant professor M.Rizova presents as a habilitation thesis "The
rights of the child as a standard for the quality of education and care in the
kindergarten and the family". The monograph is an author's study and fully
corresponds to the problems of the current competition.

The chosen issue is extremely relevant, given the assessment of the
importance of childhood and preschool education in the personal development of a
person, the established scientifically based trend towards compulsory preschool
education and the aspiration to increase the quality of the educational service in the
kindergarten.

The research carried out, which is integrative theoretical-empirical in nature,
is 200 pages long. It has a very clear conceptual idea - the quality of education and
care in kindergartens in Bulgaria and the family through the prism of the rights of
the child. This, for me, innovative approach makes it possible to evaluate the
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organization and functioning of the kindergarten as an educational community,
which are regulated in the relevant normative regulation, from the position of the
child for whom it was created.

ln order to achieve his research goal assistant professor M. Rizova states

clearly and categorically that the four articles - principles from the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, as well as key ideas derived from strategic documents created
by international institutions - will be universal measures of the attitude and actions
towards children , aimed at providing, promoting and promoting the provision of
high quality early childhood education and care services. The set framework plays
the function of a mirror in which the key objects of the study are looked at - the
kindergarten, the attitudes and expectations of teachers and parents, the play in the
kindergarten, the communication of parents with children.

The conducted theoretical-empirical research with a focus on the observance
of the rights of the child has as its direction several very clearly defined by the author
questions related to the institutional, community, civil, legal and professional-
pedagogical construction of the preschool education system. The given critical
answers to these questions are formulated on the basis of empirical information
obtained from questionnaire surveys and focus groups with teachers and parents,
semi-structured interviews with teachers and their theoretical summary based on the
long-term pedagogical experience of Assistant M. Rizova

The scientific contributions in the monographic study "The rights of the child
as a standard for the quality of education and care in kindergarten and family" can
be summarized as follows:

Contributions of a scientific and theoretical character

1. An author's, reasoned, scientifically based approach was applied in
researching the quality of education and care in kindergarten and the family.

2. An assessment was made of the regulations and rules by which the
kindergarten functions, by means of the quality standards set by the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and the policies of the European Union for early childhood
development.

3. On the basis of the parents' self-assessment, specific problems of the
interaction between parents and children are outlined, including on topics related to
their life in kindergarten.
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4. The play in the kindergarten as a focus of children's rights was studied.

Contributions of a practical and applied character

5. On the basis of a critical analysis of the reality of preschool education in
the municipality of Varna, based on the results of the theoretical and empirical
research, findings are formulated, accompanied by a reasoned author's judgment,
which give ideas for reflection and changes in the educational policy.

6. A multi-component toolkit was developed to study the Attitudes and
expectations of teachers and parents related to the observance of the child's rights in
kindergarten, to study the opinion of teachers regarding the place and specifics of
play in the daily regime of kindergarten, to study the assessment of parents about
their skills in interacting with children, according to their rights.

5.2. Evaluation of articles, studies and reports

The evaluation of the remaining publications will be done by thematic
groups through their contributing aspects.

Publications are included in the thematic group "Sexual education" through
which the candidate's continuing interest in this issue, stated with the dissertation
research, can be traced. The topic is extremely current and challenging, but it is
explored with a philosophical eye and focused on its educational aspects. A new field
of research in this thematic group is the problem of sexual violence and sexual
exploitation. A critical analysis of D. Hingsburger's concept of sexual exploitation
prevention work among youth with special educational needs was made and an
attempt was made to apply it in practice through the development of programs and
models for non-formal education for the prevention of sexual exploitation of youth
with intellectual disabilities and with social needs. The methodical guide for the
teacher "Skills for Intersex Understanding" is very valuable regarding this issue at
school.

In the thematic group "Education for personal and sexual development, civic
education and philosophy for children", the publications are distinguished by their
pragmatism and directly aimed at serving educational practice. These are
publications in which educational technological views are developed in detail and
philosophically and pedagogically argued in terms of educational programs, models
and approaches - author's program "Participation"; integrative approach "Skills for
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life", original models for teaching children's rights, on which the teacher's book is
based, and educational models for personal and social development, which we find
developed in a methodological guide "Interactive models for the development of
personal and social skills in primary school age'.

In the "Intercultural education" thematic group, the publications are also
aimed at serving educational practice. They describe the "RaMO" Program, which
the authors define as the integrative "educational model for expanding the experience
of modern children to affirm their cultural identity and to develop their sensitivity to
the cultural identity of others" and an author's model for monitoring ethnocentrism
has been developed and assessment of the intercultural potential of textbooks.

The scientific contributions of these studies can be summarized as follows:

Contributions of a scientific and theoretical character

E Up-to-date scientific information related to sexual education, civic
education and intercultural education and education through the prism of the rights
of the child was examined, analyzed and systematized.

il On the basis of modern scientific concepts and theories and the application
of a philosophical approach and a personal pedagogical view, author's educational
models have been developed, aimed at the educational practice in the Bulgarian
school.

tl The first Bulgarian civic education program was created after 1989, which
is a serious content challenge.

[ ] A successful attempt was made to develop the "philosophy for children"
model.

6. Conclusion

The volume and quality of the presented scientific production coffesponds
to the academic position of "associate professor" and the thematic profile of the
selection procedure. As a scientist M. Rizova is recognizable for her critical but
reasoned scientific pen. Considering all of the above, I give my strong support to
M.Rozova's application for the academic position of ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR in

F



the Area of Higher Education: 1. Pedagogical Science: 1 .2. Pedagogy (Theory of
education and didactics) for Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski".
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