OPINION
BY PROF. NATALIYA IVANOVA VITANOVA
(Faculty of Pedagogy, Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski")
on a competition for the academic position of "associate professor" for the needs of
Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski"), announced in the Official
Gazette, no. 20 of 08.03.2024 in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical

sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Theory of education and didactics)

The competition for "associate professor" in Pedagogy (Theory of education
and didactics) has been announced for the needs of Shumen University "Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski" with a single candidate, chief assistant doctor Mariana
Ivanova Mincheva-Rizova.

Mariana Rizova began her professional career as a teacher of the disciplines
of the philosophical cycle, in the "Geo Milev" secondary school in the city of Varna.
He worked at the "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University (Department
of Information, Qualification and Continuing Education - Varna) from 1996 until
now, passing through the positions of assistant, senior assistant and chief assistant.
In parallel, for 3 years he worked at Varna Free University "Chernorizets Hrabar",
in the Faculty of "Art, Culture and Mass Communications".

In 2014, he defended his doctoral dissertation on the topic "Models for sexual
education of students of grades VI-VII".

Mariana Rizova is distinguished by her high professionalism - she
demonstrates scientific competence, precision, conscientiousness. She is a sought-
after lecturer, consultant and reviewer in the field of pedagogical sciences by
students, teachers and principals. Under her guidance, 39 students and specialists
have successfully defended their diploma projects. She participated in 27 projects,

of which 4 were international, 11 national and 12 intra-university.



The scientific production with which it participates in the announced
competition corresponds to the scientific specialty and its specificity. It covers a total
of 21 publications, of which 3 monographs (2 co-authored), 1 study, 17 articles, of
which 6 in secondary databases, of which 4 are in a foreign language - English and
2 are in Bulgarian, 2 of the articles of foreign language are co-authored, and 11 in
different collections, of which 3 are independent, 8 are co-authored. The candidate
is also the author of numerous teaching aids (5 pieces), with which he did not
participate in the competition, but which are listed in Appendix 8.5. The publications
are an indicator of the activity and interests of ch. Assistant Professor Mariana
Rizova, PhD.

The candidate's scientific interests are mainly in the field, intercultural and
civic education, sexuality education, interactive learning, philosophy for children. A
very good impression is made by the relative thematic concentration, which is a
guarantee of completeness and comprehensiveness of the studied research perimeter
and protects the author from fragmentation and multidirectionality in his research
searches. For this reason, the author's insights are distinguished by considerable
focus and depth.

The monographs "The rights of the child as a standard for the quality of
education and care in kindergarten and the family" (main habilitation thesis),
"Rearrangement according to integrity. Ontodidactic aspects of integrative learning"
(co-authored with I. Rizov and N. Dimitrova) and "Monitoring of ethnocentrism in
primary education" (co-authored with Ya. Totseva and others) are modern, well-
structured and practically oriented. They are distinguished by a high degree of
thematic concentration, up-to-date content and professional thoroughness. In them,
current problems for school and preschool education are presented, significant trends
are analyzed, leading perspectives in the field of education are outlined. Some

common points of intersection between them, their integrative nature and



contribution value should also be emphasized here. The manuscripts are of a high
professional standard and show knowledge of the different sides of some educational
problems.

The rest of the presented publications are socially determined and up-to-date.
They respond to specific socio-practical orders and solve certain general pedagogical
and particular didactic problems.

Teaching aids (regardless of the fact that the candidate did not participate in
the competition with them), designed for teachers and students, with the aim of
supporting their activities, can be considered as a strong point in the work of chief
assistant Mariana Rizova.

In the scientific production of Ch. assistant professor Mariana Rizova, the
following positive aspects can be highlighted:

* scientifically based research in the field of the professional direction;

* support of modern paradigms, concepts and views in the theory of education
and in didactics;

* availability of specific experimental studies;

* analytical approach;

* practical applicability;

* joint publications are an indicator of commitment to the scientific
community and successful communication with colleagues;

* targeting a specific target group.

My assessment of the scientific works of chief assistant Dr. Marianna Rizova
is strongly positive. They are professionally written, peer-reviewed, and meet the
requirements for high-quality academic literature. She is presented as a systematic
and thorough scientist and researcher. Through them, she demonstrates a

professional sense for discovering and presenting significant problems in the field



of pedagogical science. Their successful identification, presentation and
interpretation are part of the author's outstanding contributions.

Questions to the candidate: 1) Does the candidate support the ratification of
the Istanbul Convention or reject it?

2) Is it necessary to implement civil control over preschool education? (it is
about real control and not about formal, ritualistic functions)

I have no doubts about plagiarism. I believe that the candidate meets the
conditions and procedures for occupying the academic position "associate professor"
under the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria. To them I will add the satisfaction of the following criteria:

e great experience in teaching activity;

e certain centrality of scientific interests;

e important qualities of the candidate - competence, mobility, innovation,
communication;

e validation with various guidelines and products of professional activity.

I accept the contributions defined by Mariana Rizova. I think they are
adequate and objective.

The citations related to the publications of Ch. Assistant Dr. Marianna Rizova
is 9 (traditionally reported).

Personal impressions - I have known Mariana Rizova almost since the
beginning of her academic and career. We have worked together on common
projects. She is distinguished by a keen sense of novelty and an experimental spirit,
with persistence and purposefulness in search of her research field, diligence and
curiosity, collegiality and responsiveness, shows a high degree of empathy. As a
teacher, she is intriguing and demanding. He works very well in a team while

managing to maintain his autonomy.



The analysis of the teaching, research and scientific activity of Mariana
Ivanova Mincheva-Rizova presents her as a good professional, purposeful and
conscientious researcher, with sustainable scientific interests. The ideas developed
in the presented publications, the significant contributions of the author in the field
of pedagogical science, the academic and research activity of ch. Mariana Rizova,
assistant professor, give me reason to express my positive opinion about her election
as an "associate professor' in pedagogy in the field of higher education 1.
Pedagogical sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Theory of education and
didactics) for the needs of Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski"

(Department of Information, Qualification and Continuing Education - Varna).

08.06. 2024 Signaturezw ...................

Shumen (Prof. N. Vitanova, DSc)



