STATEMENT
by Prof. Dr. Penka Petkova Kozhuharova,
Shumen University "Episkop Konstantin Preslavski", member of the scientific jury

for the competition for the academic position of "professor" in the field of higher education:
1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy (Theory of Education and
Didactics), announced by Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen in the State Gazette,
issue 20/08.03.2024.

Only one candidate, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariana Mincheva Rizova, was admitted to the
competition. The documents submitted by the candidate meet the requirements of the Law on
the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and its Implementing
Regulations, as well as the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

1. Brief Information about the Candidate

Dr. Mariana Mincheva Rizova holds a Master's degree in "Pedagogy" with an additional
qualification in Philosophy from Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" (1986). In 2014, she
successfully defended her dissertation on "Models for Sexual Education of Students in Grades
VI-VII" and obtained the academic degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education 1.
Pedagogical Sciences, professional direction 1.2. Pedagogy at Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen

At the beginning of her professional career, she worked as a teacher at Geo Milev Secondary
School, Varna (1986-1996). From 1997 to 2000, she was a part-time assistant at Varna Free
University "Chernorizets Hrabar." Since 1996, she has consecutively held the positions of
Assistant, Senior Assistant, and Associate Professor (since 1999 and currently) at the
Department of Continuing Education and Qualification of Pedagogical Specialists - Varna,
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen

During her studies and research work, Dr. Rizova continuously enhances her scientific
qualifications in the field of pedagogy. She has participated in 33 additional courses and
seminars both domestically and abroad - Slovakia, United Kingdom, Spain, in 4 international,
11 national, and 12 university research projects.

2. General Characteristics of the Candidate's Research and Applied Research Activities

The list of scientific works submitted for the competition by Dr. Mariana Rizova includes 18
titles - 1 independent monograph as the main habilitation work; 1 book based on a defended
dissertation for the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor"; articles and reports
published in non-refereed journals with scientific review or published in edited scientific
volumes - 16, of which 4 are independent. Studies published in non-refereed journals with



scientific review or published in edited scientific volumes - 2, of which 1 is independent, a
published chapter from a collective monograph.

The presented publications are aimed at studying current theoretical and applied problems in
the field of civic and intercultural education. Theoretical analysis is characterized by a high
level of systematization and generalization, scientific argumentation, criticality, and seeking
dependencies in the identified variables and studied processes. Dr. Rizova demonstrates
reflexivity towards the results of significant theoretical and empirical studies in the field of
pedagogy and strives for appropriate interpretations for application in pedagogical practice in
support of her research theses.

In theoretical terms, the role of interactive learning is highlighted as a means to provoke
students towards comprehensive knowledge through equal sharing of experience,
communication, and the opportunity to freely construct cognitive activity during the process of
play. A technology for interactive learning, based on the principles of participation, empathy,
and community development, is described. Game-based, situational, and dialogic methods and
techniques for collecting, summarizing, and presenting information, guiding behavior, and
personal development of children and adolescents are systematized.

I consider the quantity of the scientific production and citations submitted for the competition
as sufficient. For each group of indicators (A, B, G, and D), the candidate meets the minimum
national requirements under Article 2B, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Law on the Development of
the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria. The candidate's research, applied scientific,
and pedagogical activities are focused on the issues of pedagogy.

3. Scientific Contributions of the Candidate's Research

The contributions presented by Dr. Mariana Rizova are correctly formulated and objectively
reflect the quality of her research work over the years. They can be summarized as follows:

Theoretical Contributions:

- Theoretical concepts and regulatory documents related to children's rights in preschool
education are analyzed. Based on this, guidelines for quality education and care in early
childhood are outlined. Standards for civic education in kindergarten, including children's
rights, are developed. An innovative model for developing and enhancing civic competencies
in preschool children is substantiated (Nos. 1, 2, 13).

- Basic understandings and attitudes of parents and teachers regarding children's rights are
studied. Opportunities for the application of methods and techniques for civic education in the
implementation of play interactions in kindergarten, according to their nature, context of
educational content, typology, and pedagogical interaction, are presented (No. 2).

- An analysis of the structural components of play activity as a process of knowledge and
integration of knowledge: in content, procedural, and technological aspects is conducted.
Interactive models for developing social and cognitive skills in preschool and primary school
children are developed (No. 9).

- Basic approaches related to pedagogical interaction in the socialization of children in
preschool education as a system, process, and result are analyzed and evaluated (No. 13).



Scientific and Applied Contributions:

- An educational program in psychology, philosophy, and civic education for students in lower
secondary and secondary education stages - the "Participation" program - is developed (No.
15).

- A technology for introducing the educational model "Life Skills" in Bulgarian schools is
presented (No. 2).

- Concepts and models for sexual education of students in grades VI-VII are summarized and
developed (No. 2).

- A model for monitoring ethnocentrism and evaluating the intercultural potential of textbooks
is structured and applied (No. 3, 11).

- An alternative educational model for intercultural education in early school age (educational
program for developing intercultural experience "RaMO," approved by the Ministry of
Education and Science) is developed (No. 2, 9, 14).

The scientific production proposed by the candidate confirms her professionalism and
pedagogical experience. The scientific and applied results are the personal work of Dr. Mariana
Rizova. They can be defined as enriching and developing existing knowledge, proving new
facts and statements, and applying results in practice.

Based on the presented publications for review, I accept that the obtained results and stated
contributions are the personal work of the candidate. For joint scientific publications, co-
authors have provided division protocols indicating a 50% share of participation.

The candidate has presented 9 citations of her scientific production, including those tracked in
global databases, which is sufficient to meet the minimum scientific requirements in NACID.

4. Evaluation of the Candidate's Pedagogical Preparation and Activity

The candidate's teaching activity is closely related to the subject of the current competition. Dr.
Rizova has accumulated experience in conducting qualification courses and specializations for
pedagogical specialists from all specialties and institutions in the field of preschool and school
education. She provides scientific guidance to specialists and candidates for awarding first and
second professional qualification degrees.

In the bachelor's degree program at Shumen University, she teaches courses in "Pedagogy,"
"Theory of Education," "Theory of Teaching," "Philosophy of Education." In the professional
bachelor's degree program at Dobrich College, she teaches the subjects: "Theory of Teaching,"
"Pedagogical Psychology," "Leadership in Education," among others.

My personal impressions are that the candidate is collegial, with very good professional
preparation, with a responsible attitude towards teaching, and a striving to master new
knowledge and skills. Dr. Rizova possesses the necessary professional competencies, personal
qualities, and research precision for the development, application, methodological justification,
and dissemination of innovative educational practices.



5. Evaluation of the Candidate's Personal Contribution

Dr. Mariana Rizova is an established specialist in the field of pedagogy, possessing the potential
and undeniable capabilities for scientific development. I believe that the provided scientific
works are the personal work of the candidate, and the co-authored works have clearly
delineated contributions. The specified works do not repeat the publications that the candidate
presented during the defence of her dissertation for obtaining the academic degree "Doctor."

In the materials presented for review, I do not find any plagiarism.

6. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

The achieved results testify that Dr. Mariana Rizova has deep theoretical knowledge in the
professional field. I recommend that the candidate seek opportunities to publish in journals
included in global information systems for refereeing, indexing, and evaluation.

7. Conclusion

In conclusion, after reviewing the scientific works submitted for the competition, analyzing
their significance, and the scientific contributions contained within them, I consider that the
documents and scientific production provided by the candidate meet the requirements of the
Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (LDASRB), the
Regulations for the Implementation of LDASRB, and the corresponding regulations of Shumen
University for the procedure of holding the academic position of "Associate Professor." This
gives me grounds to give a positive assessment and convincingly recommend the selection of
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mariana Mincheva-Rizova for the academic position of "Associate
Professor" in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional direction 1.2.
Pedagogy (Theory of Education and Didactics).

20.06.2024 Member of the Scientific Jury:... & ............. /) ............
Varna Prof. Penka Kozhuharova, PhD



