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The dissertation presented for review has an original title "Analysis of the Bulgarian and
the British media discourse on catastrophic events (a Comparative Study)," with a total length
of 143 pages, comprising 4 chapters — introduction, theoretical foundations of the study,
empirical research and results, conclusion, and a list of scientific and scientific-applied
contributions. A reference list of the literature used, consisting of 89 titles, and 5 pages of
appendices are also included.

1. General overview of the procedure and the applicant.

Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev graduated Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen with a
bachelor’s degree in English Philology in 2001, and from 2017 to 2018 he studied for a master's
degree in "English Philology - English Studies and Mass Communications" again
at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen . |

In 2020, he was enrolled as a full-time doctoral student in the doctoral program German
Languages (English Language — Modern English Language) in professional field 2.1.
Philology, field of higher education 2. Humanities.

Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev has worked as an English teacher for many years. From 2001 to 2004,
as an English teacher at the Vocational School of agriculture and food and flavour industry,
Shumen, and from 2003 until now, he has been an English teacher at the "Nikola Yonkov
Vaptsarov" Language school, Shumen. As can be seen from his CV, foreign language learning
is a major interest of the doctoral student and shows his persistence in the field. The doctoral
student's master's degree obviously predetermines his chosen dissertation topic.

Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev has successfully finished her PhD course and has the right to viva
voce defense as stated by decree No. RD 10-054/30.01.2023, effective from 01.02.2023. The
dissertation was discussed at a preliminary department meeting on 1.12.2023, at which the



department unanimously decided to open a public defense procedure, which was approved by
the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Humanities. An Academic Jury was appointed following
a decree No. RD-16-188/12.12.2023 of the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen. It held its first meeting on 05.01.2024. at 11 a.m., at which a chairman was elected
and the reviewers and authors of opinions in connection with the forthcoming public defense
were appointed.

The above confirms my belief that the course of the procedure so far is in accordance
with the provisions of the normative documents.

2. Significance of the researched problem in scientific and scientific-applied relation.

The topic of the dissertation can be characterized as highly relevant, as it effectively covers
key aspects of media discourse on catastrophic events in Bulgaria and the United Kingdom
through a comparative analysis, emphasizing the importance of studying them. In a world
marked by global turbulence, cultural, communicative, and political aspects are aptly
highlighted, along with broader social consequences and potential global impacts. The
comprehensive study focuses on the influence of the media on public perception, risk
communication, and humanitarian considerations, adding depth to our understanding of the
subject. The comparative perspective provides valuable insights that can guide disaster
management strategies, support international collaboration efforts, and define media practices
for enhancing public understanding and resilience during catastrophic events. Recognizing the
importance of effective risk communication during disasters, the comparative analysis of media
discourse in this dissertation examines the methods and styles of risk communication in
Bulgaria and the United Kingdom, helping to identify best practices and areas for improvement.
The developed methodological instruments in the dissertation are multiple and are based on
contemporary concepts.

3. Accurately formulated goals and objectives of the dissertation

The aim of the research is explicitly stated, with reasonable sub-goals, research tasks, and
questions outlined. The object, subject, and main thesis of the study are defined accurately. The
primary goal of this research is to identify similarities and differences in how Bulgarian and
British media present typical categories of social actors during catastrophic events. This
includes examining the social actions in which these actors are involved, the discourses they
express regarding topics and ideologies, and how the media alters these representations. The
objective is to establish common denominators for prototypical social participants in the
context of catastrophic events, enabling a meaningful comparison between events in the two
countries. To achieve these goals, the author formulates the following research questions:

» Which prototypical categories of social participants in catastrophic events are reflected
in the discourse of each media, and how are they represented?

o In what social activities are they involved?

o Whose discourses are reflected, how are they reflected, and what topics and ideologies
are articulated in these discourses?



Based on these research questions, the author constructs corresponding hypotheses, thus
defining the further research inquiries. It is noteworthy that, as a result of the author's in-depth
research efforts, the stated goal and tasks have been successfully accomplished.

4. Degree of knowledge of the problem and relevance of the used literature.

The researcher thoroughly examines the scientific problem, demonstrating a skillful utilization
of the scientific framework in the studied area. The logical flow of the presentation, coupled
with an emphasis on opinions and theories related to the goals of the dissertation, reflects the
researcher's scientific approach and a high level of theoretical thinking. The experimental study
is precise and detailed, with & comprehensive and competent interpretation of the results,
presenting the author's ability to extract, interpret, and synthesize information. Noteworthy is
the well-prepared empirical research, involving careful selection and construction of research
tools, as well as accurate statistical data processing. As a result, the conclusions are well-drawn
and convincing.

5. Correctness in quoting a representative number of authors.
The dissertation meets the requirements for citation of the sources.
6. A substantiated and well-developed theoretical model of the research.

To ensure a solid foundation for the empirical research of the dissertation and a well-justified
rationale for the research questions, an extensive literature review has been conducted. The
literature review is well-defined and intricately linked to the experimental instruments of the
study. The first chapter introduces the foundational studies that provide the background for the
conducted research. The main objectives of the study are outlined, and the research questions
are formulated. The process of selecting research materials is traced, detailing the profile of the
chosen sources and providing an overview of the general media environment in Bulgaria and
the United Kingdom. Additionally, terminological clarifications are provided.

The second chapter focuses on the methods and methodology applied in the current study. The
chapter begins by clarification of the methodology and provides a detailed description of the
main methods used—Critical Discourse Analysis and Content Analysis. Furthermore, the
theoretical framework created by Theo van Leeuwen, employed for the analytical purposes of
the research, is discussed. The chapter also delves into the development of prototypical
categories of social participants with a common denominator from the paradigm of a
catastrophic event, presenting a simplified version of Norman Fairclough's framework for
discourse presentation.

The experimental tools align with the set tasks. In the fourth chapter, a quantitative analysis is
presented, depicting the reflection of prototypical social participants in the headlines of
newspapers on the first day of catastrophic events.

In the conclusion, the main findings of the study are summarized. The detailed qualitative and
quantitative analysis of articles published on the first day of catastrophic events reflects the
prototypical categories of social participants.



7. Relevance of the chosen methodology and research methodology with the set goal and
tasks of the dissertation.

The research is comparative, synchronous, qualitative, and quantitative, aiming to discover
similarities and differences in the representation of prototypical participants in catastrophic
events, the extent of their discourse visibility, and the themes and ideologies articulated in their
discourse within the headlines of articles.

To achieve the set research goals and objectives, the author employs a wide range of research
approaches and methods. Quantitative and qualitative research methods are skillfully
combined. The use of different approaches and the presentation of the analysis of empirical
data through statistics, models, demonstrate the depth of the research and highlight the author's
unique contribution. The study is conducted through the analysis of the representation of social
participants and their discourse on the first day of catastrophic events, based on 103 articles
(49 for the train derailment in Hitrino and 54 for the Grenfell Tower fire). The author presents
arguments in favor of their choices and draws appropriate conclusions in line with the research
objectives.

8. Contribution to the collection and analysis of empirical data

I believe that the collection and analysis of empirical data have been personally conducted by
the author. The utilization of various approaches and the presentation of the analysis of
empirical data through static data, graphs, tables, and models demonstrate the depth of the
research and emphasize the author's unique contribution.

9. Description of contributions:
The contributions of the dissertation work can be summarized as follows:

» Prototypical categories of social actors in catastrophic events have been created, which
can be used for a comparative analysis of disasters.

* For the first time, the incident in Hitrino has been examined regarding the way social
participants in the catastrophic event are represented in the headlines of media articles
and their opportunity to express their opinions and positions.

« For the first time, the incident in Grenfell Tower has been studied in terms of how social
participants in the catastrophic event are represented in the headlines of media articles
and their given opportunity to express their opinions and positions.

« A comparison of prototypical categories of social actors in local catastrophic events in
Bulgarian and British media discourse has been conducted for the first time.

« A methodology for studying participants in catastrophic events through a combination
of the methods of Fairclough and van Leeuwen has been developed and applied for the
analysis of events presented in both Bulgarian and British media discourse.



In summary, this research significantly contributes to linguistic studies by creating new
frameworks, conducting innovative analyses of specific incidents, and laying the groundwork
for cross-cultural comparisons. The methodological innovation enriches the field of research
by providing a new approach to studying participants in catastrophic events from a linguistic
perspective.

9.1. Brief description of the nature and assessment of the authenticity of the material on
which the contributions of the dissertation are based.

I believe that the contributions declared by the author in the dissertation work are the result of
independent effort. This is evident from the author's publications, which reflect the issues in
the field related to the dissertation topic. The dissertation work is rich in information from the
perspective of the conducted research.

9.2. Assessment of the degree of personal participation of the doctoral student in the
contributions. TR

Dissertation work demonstrates the ability of the doctoral candidate to analyze based on
theoretical knowledge. Throughout the research, both quantitative and qualitative methods
have been employed to reflect the prototypical social participants in the headlines on the first
day of catastrophic events. Statistical presentation of data has been conducted. A diverse set of
tools has been used to establish the truthfulness of formulated hypotheses from various
perspectives, indicating a strong research culture. The empirical results obtained have been
interpreted in detail, and appropriate conclusions have been drawn.

10. Assessment of the abstract’s compliance with the main provisions and contributions
of the dissertation.

The presented abstract, with a volume of 41 pages, is well-structured and meets the
requirements for length. It reflects not only the main results obtained from the dissertation

research but also provides insights into details of it. However; the contributory aspects are not
explicitly outlined.

11. Impacts of the dissertation work on the external environment.

The doctoral student has presented three publications, all of which are on the topic of the
dissertation work and meet the requirements.

12. Opinion, recommendations and notes.



I believe that the dissertation has a finished form and meets all requirements. As I
indicated above, scientific contributions need to be added in the abstract. On a purely technical
level, it is good to remove some misprints, especially for further publication of the dissertation.
Doctoral student Ivaylo Goranov, quite logically, should continue his future research and
scientific-applied activity in the media discourse.

Conclusion

The dissertation deserves a positive assessment both due to the depth of the theoretical
formulations and due to the in-depth analysis and research of the empirical material. I believe
that the dissertation meets the requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act and the
Regulations for its implementation for the award of the educational and scientific degree
"Doctor".

I give a positive assessment of the dissertation on Analysis of the Bulgarian and the
British media discourse on catastrophic events (a Comparative Study), presented by Ivaylo
Gorchev and recommend that he be awarded an educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in
professional field 2.1 Philology, Scientific specialty: Humanities.
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