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1. Brief overview of the candidate
Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev graduated from the Konstantin Preslavsky University of

Shumen with a bachelor's degree in English Philology in 2011 and in 2018 he graduated
the master's degree programme "English Philology - English Studies and Mass
Communications" offered by the same university. In the period 2017 - 2018 he obtained
successively the fifth and then the fourth professional qualification degree respectively
from the St. Kliment Ohridsky University of Sofia (Department of Information and
Teacher Training) and Prof. Asen Zlatarov University of Burgas (Department for
Qualification and Professional Development of Pedagogical Specialists). In2020,he was
enrolled as a full-time doctoral student in the German Languages (English - Modern
English) doctoral program at Shumen University.

He has over 20 years of professional experience as an English language teacher that
is acquired mainly at the Nikola Yonkov Vaptsarov Foreign Language High School in
Shumen.

2. Description of the materials submitted for the proeedure
Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev has submitted the forlowing materials:

o Doctoral dissertation entitled "Analysis of the Bulgarian and the British
media discourse on catastrophic events (a Comparative Study)" which has a
volume of 143 pages. It has the following structure: four chapters,
conclusion, references and an appendix. The list of references contains 89
sources out of which 3 in Bulgarian and 86 in English language.

o I synopsis of the dissertation for obtaining the educational and scientific
degree "Doctor of Philosophy" that has a volume of 3g pages;

o I publications related to the topic of the dissertation - all single-authored by
the doctoral candidate and published in editions of the Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen - "Studies in Linguistics, Culture and FLT" (double
blind peer-reviewed journal indexed in Scopus) (2 journal articles) and the
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Yearbook (Annual) of Konstantin Preslavskv Universitv of Shumen. Facultv
of Humanities (1 paper).

3. Description of the doctoral thesis, the synopsis and the publications
The doctoral thesis has a clear structure and the content of the individual chapters

is well-balanced.
The first chapter of the dissertation, which serves the purposes of introduction,

offers a brief overview of the thesis structure and provides the aims, objectives, research
questions and the hypothesis of the research. Adequate to the expectations this part also
contains the motivation of the doctoral student for the selection of the catastrophic events
that constitute the subject of researsh, as well as the selection of the Bulgarian and British
newspaper outlets from which the research material is extracted. It includes information
about the approaches used by the author in the compilation of the corpus and about the
period of the research.

The second chapter presents the methodology of the conducted research which
"steps" on the theoretical framework of critical anaJysis and content analysis. In it the
doctoral candidate demonstrates his in-depth knowledge of discourse analysis and ability
to analyse different points of view which allows him to clarify both the essence of the
concept "discourse" ard its scope. Quite logically, the author perceives discourse as a
suitable research instrument for the analysis of media texts, as it not only reveals the way
in which the Bulgarian and British newspapers cover catastrophic events and the
participants in them, but also the way in which media shape the image of power structures
within societies.

Ivaylo Gorchev dwells on the concepts "critical discourse analysis" and "content
analysis" and presents without going into unnecessary details seminal works of
distinguished scholars such as Teun van Dijk, Theo van Leeuwen and Bernard Berelson.
This allows him to introduce correctly and in substantial details the theoretical and
methodological parameters of his research.

Chapters three and four shed light respectively on the qualitative and quantitative
parameters of the conducted empirical research which is in line with the implementation
of content analysis as a research method in present day studies of media language.
Although the qualitative parameters have a more promineirt role in media studies compared
to the quantitative parameters, the latter are an essential addition to the holistic analysis
since they account for the comparative analysis of the frequency of occrrrrence of the
prototypes of social actors in the headlines of the selected Bulgarian and British
newspapers. It is these two chapters of the thesis that demonstrate the special contribution
of the doctoral candidate as in them he brings the prototypical social participants in the
two catastrophic events to the fore and pinpoints the significant similarities and differences
in the media discourse of the two language communities. The author's analytical skills,
which allow him to offer the reader a precise and objective reviewpf the research data, are
among the key attributes that add to the high quality of the dissertation. The rigorous
analysis of the data provides a clear and detailed picture of the Bulgarian and British media
language used when covering catastrophic events. Along that the graphical representation
of the qualitative data in Chapter Four contributes to the visualization of the empirical
results and facilitates the perception and comprehension of the text.
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I find very interesting the author's findings about the way in which the press in
Bulgaria and the UK creates the image ofpolitical figures and parties, as well as institutions
that act as first responders in case of catastrophic events. Prominent features of the
discourse of Bulgarian media are its dramatic voice when presenting catastrophic events
and the portrayal of political figures as more powerful compared to the victims or the
witnesses of the accidents. Contrary to these, British media discourse is less dramatic but
more critical. It topicalizes the voice of the witnesses or the affected which higgers the
investigation of the possible problems that might have led to the catastrophic event.

The last chapter of the thesis - the Conclusion contains the conclusions formulated
on the basis of the obtained qualitative and quantitative results. Three of the four research
hypotheses formulated in the introduction are validated, while the one related to the way
in which the two British newspapers - The Sun and The Guardian represent the right-wing
officials and reveal their respective political incline is rejected.

The fact that the author has devoted a special part of his thesis to the practical
shortcomings of his research is a positive feature of the work. He is fully aware that these
weaknesses limit the generalizability of his conclusioqs but still they could serye as a
benchmark for his futurp scientific endeavours.

The synopsis of the dissertation coffesponds completely to the contents of the
dissertation and reflects accurately and fully the main points and contributions of the
research undertaken.

The 3 publications are related to the topic of the doctoral dissertation and
present certain aspects of it. They demonstrate the ability of the doctoral candidate to create
high-quality academic texts with logical structure and rich and detailed content.

4. Evaluation of the contribution of the doctoral candidate
The thesis of Ivaylo Gorchev is valuable, research which demonstrates clearly the

excellent theoretical preparation of the doctoral student, his skills for analysis and synthesis
of different points of view in the field of media discourse, as well as his abilities to design
an adequate methodology for the comparative study of the language of press.

I accept all the contributions listed by the doctoral candidate, but I would highlight
the following:

o The created methodology (based on the methods of Fairclough and van
Leeuwen) for conducting research on the way in which the participants in
catastrophic events are presented in the media discourse;

o The developed prototypical categories of social actors in catastrophic events
that can be used in comparative analysis of media language used in disaster
coverage.

o The thesis is the first empirical research in Bulgarian and English linguistics
that examines the media coverage of the Hitrino and Grenfell Tower
incidents by placing an emphasis on the ways in which the social actors in
the catastrophic event are represented in the headlines of Bulgarian and
British media articles (incl. in terms of the opportunity given to them to
express their opinions and positions).
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5. Critical remarks and recommendations
I would suggest that the doctoral candidate changes the place of the section in which

he states the contributions of his work and place them in the Conclusion. Keeping their
original position in the dissertation - after the references undermines the merits of the
doctoral dissertation.

6. Personalimpressions
I don't know the doctoral candidate personally so I don't have any personal

impressions ofhis work. However, the doctoral dissertation presented to me for evaluation
gives me the reason to claim that it is a research work with a markedly innovative character
that contributes to development of media discourse research in an original way.

7. Conclusion
Taking into consideration all of the arguments presented above and the merits of

the doctoral thesis I give my positive assessment and recommend to the members of the
esteemed Scientific Committee to vote positively. fo1 awarding the educational and
scientific degree "Doc(or" to Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev in the Professional field 2.7.
Philology, scientific speciality "Germanic languages" (Modern English).

02.02.2024 Member of the scientific committee:

(Assoc. Prof. Tsvetelina Harakchiyska,
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