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To begin with, I will briefly mention the professional qualifications and teaching
practice of doctoral student Ivaylo Gorchev. He obtained a bachelor’s degree in English
Philology from Konstantin Preslavski University of. Shumen in 2001 and a master’s
degree in “English Philology - English Studies and Mass Communications” from the
same university in 2018. In 2017, Ivaylo Gorchev obtained fifth professional
qualification degree from the Department for Information and In-Service Training of
Teachers at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, and in 2018 - fourth professional
qualification degree from the Department for Qualification and Professional
Development of Pedagogical Specialists at “Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov” University of
Burgas.

The professional development of doctoral student Ivaylo Gorchev in the field of
foreign language teaching began in 2001 when he started work as an English teacher at
the Vocational High School of Agriculture and Food Technology, Shumen, and since
2003 to the present he has been working as an English teacher at Nikola Yonkov
Vaptsarov Foreign Language School, Shumen. His professional practice of 23 years
defines PhD student Gorchev as a teacher with expertise in the field of education and
training in English.

Ivaylo Gorchev was enrolled as a full-time doctoral student in the doctoral
program Germanic Languages (Modern English Language) at the Department of English
Philology, Faculty of Humanities, University of Shumen, according to order Ne RD-10-
051/28.01.2020 with Assoc. Prof. Desislava Cheshmedzhieva-Stoycheva, PhD as
academic advisor. Doctoral student Gorchev was granted permission of public defense,
according to order Ne RD-10-054/30.01.2023.

The incessant interest of the general Bulgarian and British public in catastrophic
and fatal events obviously motivated the author in choosing the object of his research and
the topic of his dissertation Analysis of the Bulgarian and the British Media Discourse on
Catastrophic Events (A Comparative Study). The structure of the thesis is traditionally
designed and meets the requirements for a doctoral thesis, in particular, it consists of four
chapters, including the introductory chapter, conclusion, bibliography and an appendix,
thus amounting to 143 pages.

The current research is focused on the representation of the social actors, the
social actions that they take part in, and the representation of their discourse on the first
day of two catastrophic events in two Bulgarian (Dnevnik, Standart) and two British



media outlets (The Guardian, The Sun) which are also available in electronic text format,
which determines the contrastive approach to the analysis and the synchronic approach to
the database investigation. The dissertation is based on a corpus, excerpted from 103
headlines of articles covering two catastrophic events, namely: 49 articles treating of
Hitrino train derailment (10 December 2016) and 54 articles informing about the Grenfell
Tower fire (14 June 2017), whereby the resulting database feeds into the qualitative and
quantitative analysis, discussed in chapters three and four, respectively.

In the introductory chapter, doetoral student Gorchev motivates his choice of
topic, defines his concept of “media discourse on catastrophic events” (p. 13), specifies
the objectives and research questions, substantiates his criteria for selecting the excerpted
media outlets and the researched materials (events, articles) and proposes four research
hypotheses. The aims set by the author are mainly two: to find similarities and
differences between the Bulgarian and the British media representations of prototypical
categories of social actors in the context of catastrophic events, the social actions that
they are engaged in, the discourses that they are represented to articulate in terms of
topics and ideologies, and the ways the media (re)formulate them; to develop categories
of prototypical (common denominator) social actors from the paradigm of catastrophic
events (p. 13). Having read the dissertation in full, I can conclude that the results obtained
consequent upon the qualitative and quantitative analyses are consistent with the
objectives set.

In the second chapter, PhD student Gorchev presents the theoretical framework on
which his research is founded, starting with a brief introduction to Discourse Analysis
based on research by leading linguists in the field (e.g. Pécheux 1982, Fairclough 1992,
van Dijk 2000, Hall 2003, Sum & Jessop 2013, Angermuller 2015, Todorova 2015, Salter
et al. 2018, etc.). This is followed by a description of the principal methods used in this
study - Critical Discourse Analysis and Content Analysis, and of the contributions of the
ground-breaking research studies in these areas (Berelson 1952, Weber 1990, van
Leeuwen 1993, van Dijk 1995, Fairclough 1995, etc.), and then by an ensuing description
of the methodological procedure. The theoretical overview is further substantiated with a
discussion of the framework for analyzing social actors’ media representations (van
Leeuwen 2008), paying particular attention to each node and terminal in the Social
Actors Network. The issue of establishing the prototypical common denominator social
actors categories from the catastrophic event paradigm is addressed from two related
perspectives - the socio-cultural role perspective and the disaster role perspective. The
theoretical discussion ends with a description of the discourse representation framework
(Fairclough 1995), particularly focusing on three of its parameters - mode, boundary
maintenance and setting.

This chapter contains more citations and references and fewer comments and
interpretations of theoretical claims and postulates, so I would recommend that the author
pay more attention to the critical analysis of cited research and/ or the discussion of
controversial issues related to his research.

Chapter three presents the empirical research, focusing on the results of the
qualitative analysis of the representation of the prototypical common denominator social
actors in the headlines from the first day of the mentioned catastrophic events, obtained
upon the implementation of the selected analytical tools, based on the combined application
of the framework for analyzing the media representations of social actors (van Leeuwen
2008) and the framework for analyzing the social actors’ discourse representation



(Fairclough 1995). The chapter is subdivided into 21 sections (treating of each of the
identified social actors), analyzing in detail the representation of the common
denominator social actors and their social actions, and the representation of their
discourse in the excerpted headlines of articles from the selected British and Bulgarian
media. The discussion starts off with a qualitative analysis of the representation of the
prototypical categories of social actors in the headlines from the corpus and proceeds to
analyze the excerpted material from the perspective of contrastive analysis, resulting in a
detailed description of the similarities and differences in the ways of representation in the
Bulgarian and British media of the prototypical social actors in catastrophic events, of the
social actions they engage in, and of the discourses articulated by them.

In terms of structure, chapter four replicates chapter three, i.e. it is organized into
sections dealing with the social actors attested in the corpus, with the focus shifting to a
description and discussion of the dataset, resulting from the quantitative analysis of the
representation of the common denominator prototypical social actor categories and their
discourse in the headlines on the first day of the catastrophic events. At the same time, the
data retrieved from the qualitative analysis of the corpus material receive the necessary
quantitative dimensions, which helps the author elaborate on further aspects and projections
of his study on the similarities and differences in the representation of prototypical social
actors, social actions and their discourses by the Bulgarian and British media, as well as on
the identification of certain trends and tendencies in the presentation of catastrophic events by
the mentioned media.

Along the traditional lines, the conclusion summarizes the results and systematizes the
conclusions drawn from the qualitative and quantitative analysis of the corpus material, while
emphasizing on the main conclusions regarding the representation of the prototypical
common denominator social actor categories, and it also discusses in detail the similarities
and differences in the ways of representation by the selected Bulgarian and British media of
the social actors, of their social actions and of their discourses. It becomes evident that the
results of the empirical study validate the four research hypotheses proposed in the
introduction.

The bibliography includes 89 primary sources in English and Bulgarian and 8 links to
excerpted sources and can be considered contemporary, adequate for the purposes of the
present research and correctly cited.

The appendix contains the headlines of the articles used to analyze the social actors
representation on the first day of the catastrophic events.

I have 2 questions for PhD student Gorchev:

What research hypotheses would you formulate, if your research was aimed at
analyzing the representation of catastrophic events, social actors, social actions and their
discourse in headlines of articles from Bulgarian and national media from the USA?

In the same line of thinking, what culture induced differences between the ways of
representation of catastrophic events in the national American and Bulgarian media would
you predict? .

The thesis abstract meets the requirements for an authentic description of the content,
the aims and hypotheses, the main conceptual points, the methods and methodological
procedure used, and the results and conclusions from the empirical analyses, contained in the



dissertation. 5 contributions to inter-linguistic and interdisciplinary research of scientific and
scientific-applied nature are mentioned.

The presented evidence (including 3 publications directly referring to the research
topic) shows that doctoral candidate Gorchev has met the minimum national requirements for
acquiring the educational and scientific degree “Doctor of Philosophy” according to the Act
for the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

Taking into account the strong points of the dissertation, the accomplished results and
the contributions to research in the area of critical media discourse analysis and contrastive
analysis, I give my positive assessment and recommend to the esteemed members of the
Scientific Board to award Ivaylo Lozanov Gorchev the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor of Philosophy” in the scientific specialty Germanic languages (Modern English
Language), professional field 2.1 Philology, field of higher education 2. Humanities.
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