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l. Data for the dissertation and doctorul studies

The author of the dissertation work is Siyka Dimitrova Koleva - PhD student

in part-time study at the Department of "Pedagogy and Education Management",

at the Faculty of Pedagogy of the "Konstantin Preslavski" University of Shumen.

with scientific supervisor Prof. Natalia Ivanova Vitanova-Marinova, D.Sc.

The set of materials presented by Siyka Dimitrova Koleva is in accordance

with the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of

Bulgaria and the Regulations for Acquiring Scientific Degrees of "Konstantin

Preslavski" University of Shumen.



Siyka Dimitrova Koleva graduated from the Bachelor's program "Pedagogy

of Bulgarian and English Language Learning" at the "Angel Kanchev" University

of Ruse in 2000 and worked as an English teacher, deputy director and acting

director of a school.

In 2019 has completed the master's program in the specialty "Educational

Management" at "Konstantin Preslavski" University of Shumen.

From 02.09.2024 is an assistant at the Pedagogical College - Dobrich.

From 01.02.2020 until 01.10.2024 is a part-time PhD student.

On 15.10.2024 at a meeting of the "Pedagogy and Management of

Education" Department, the preliminary defense was held, at which the

dissertation work was positively evaluated and directed for defense before a

scientific jrrty.

By order No. RD-16-152 of 1012512024 of the Rector of "Konstantin

Preslavski" University of Shumen the composition of the scientific jury has been

determined to ensure a procedure for the defense of a dissertation work on the

topic " Control and Management in Bulgarian Education - the Evolution of the

Inspectorate as an Institution from the Establishment of the Bulgarian State to

1944" for acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field

of higher education: I . Pedagogical sciences, professional direction: 1. 1. Theory

and management of education.

According to the documents provided, the training in the doctoral program

was carried out in accordance with the legal requirements. The PhD student has

fulfilled all his obligations, and the procedures prescribed by the regulations have

been followed. There are no data on violations committed during the realization

of the doctoral studies.

2. Presentution and grades for the dissertation und abstract

The dissertation is structured in an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion,

a bibliography and two appendices.



Its total volume is 352 standard pages, of which 322 are main text.

Independent fragrnents of the dissertation work are Appendix 1 in a volume of 77

pages - an inventory-image of the photos and documents noted in the text and

Appendix 2 in a volume of 2528 pages, of which 19 - an inventory-index of the

documents used in the text and 2509 pages materials - scanned copies of laws,

regulations, instructions, old printed books, periodicals, etc.

The bibliography contains 151 sources: historical materials, published

normative and other documents, literary sources and web-based sources, of which

35 are in paper format and the rest in digital format.

The structure of the dissertation meets the requirements for doctoral

research.

In the Introduction, the significance of the researched issues is argued and

the motivation for the development is presented with a focus on inspection in

historical terrns.

The object, the subject, the aim and the following tasks are correctly

formulated, the methodology of the research is justified, paying attention to the

approaches, methods and primary sources.

The first chapter , entitled "History of the emergence of control and

management in Bulgarian education", traces the emergence of pedagogical

ideas after the creation of the first Bulgarian state, the birth of the education

system, the emergence of ideas for its regulation and their deployment in

legislative initiatives during the second Bulgarian state and the period of Ottoman

rule.

In the second chapter - "The Inspectorate as a state institution for

managing schools in the period from 1878 until 1909" examines the processes

of creation and control of the Bulgarian education system from the Liberation to

1909.



Two sub-periods are presented - from the Liberation to the Unification and

from it to the declaration of independence of Bulgaria in 1908 and the adoption

of the most perrnanent Law on Public Education.

Chronologically, the legislative foundations and changes are followed on the

one hand and the practical activities of the inspectors in the Principality of

Bulgaria and Eastem Rumelia on the other.

The dissertation presents and analyzes the laws, regulations, instructions and

other sub-normative acts issued by the governing bodies of the autonomous region

of Eastern Rumelia and the Ministry of Education of the Principality of Bulgaria,

concerning the activities of school inspectors.

After that, acomparative analysis of the legal basis and the activity of school

inspectors in the Principality of Bulgaria and Eastern Rumelia was made.

Siyka Koleva substantiates the conclusion that after the Unification in 1885,

the state policy in the field of inspection was unified by adopting a new law - The

School Inspectors Act of 1889 of Georgi Zhivkov and Regulations to it, which

apply in Northem and Southern Bulgaria.

At the end of the chapter, the conclusion is made that regardless of the

frequent change of ministers, educational policies, regulations, requirements for

district and regional inspectors in the period from 1885 to 1909, the school

inspectorate was established as a state institution - a body for management and

control of the education.

The third chapter "Activity of the inspectorate in Bulgarian education

from 1909 to 1944" traces the development of state policy regarding school

inspection. The beginning of the period was associated with the Public Education

Act of 1909 of Nikola Mushanov and his active activity to improve the work of

inspectors. The changes in the regulatory framework made by Stefan Bobchev as

minister are positively evaluated. In detail, the new powers of school inspectors

given after the changes introduced by the next Minister of Education - Petar

Peshev, were also presented.



Following the changes to the Public Education Act introduced in l92l and

the subsequent School Inspection Regulations, a new sub-period was formed

which is presented and analysed. The most significant change relates to the

abolition of the post of District Inspector and its replacement by Assistant District

School Inspector.

The reforms in the education system that took place after the military coup

of May 19, 1934 marked a new sub-period, because they seriously affected the

work of inspectors, because the institution of district school inspectors became a

sole body of the Ministry of Public Education, which at the regional level carries

out the state educational policy.

At the end of the third chapter, it is concluded that "The system of control

and management of the education system is passing through trends from

decentralization and strengthening of local self-government to extremes such as

absolute centrahzation, comprehensive state supervision and taking away all local

initiative."

In the conclusion, the main highlights of the content of the dissertation work

are presented, the author's conclusions are presented regarding the development

of the idea of inspection in the course of the establishment of the Bulgarian

statehood and its educational policy and system.

At the end, recommendations are formulated to achieve greater "efficiency

in the activity of the inspectorate by clariffing the laws and regulations and

carefully specifying the functions of the regional administrations of education, the

National Inspectorate of Education and the "Education" departments in the

"Humanitarian" directorates activities" in the municipal administration, with

provision of more freedom for the formation of regional policy" taking into

account both national and intemational experience in the field of school

inspection.
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The Abstract is developed according to the requirements and reflects the

main points of the dissertation work.

3. Scientitic contrib utions

The dissertation has a historical-theoretical character, which also

determines the nature of the theoretical contributions. The most valuable

contribution is the proposed author's assessment of the role and importance of the

inspectorate for the optimal functioning of the Bulgarian education system in

different socio-historical conditions.

4. Publications and participation in scientific forums

The disserlation student presented a list of three publications on the topic

of the dissertation - studies in the Yearbook of "Konstantin Preslavski" University

of Shumen., Faculty of Pedagogy; one in a Journal and one report published in a

Collection of research papers of students and PhD students.

5. Conclusion

The following can be mentioned among the strengths of the presented

dissertation work:

- the choice of a significant issue, which is developed with a very good

knowledge of the theoretical base in historical and normative aspect;

- the in-depth analysis of the problems related to the functioning and

management of activities related to control and inspection;

- the derived and reasoned recommendations for optimizing inspection

processes in the modern school educational environment.

The following recommendations can be made to the presented dissertation:

- If publication of the work is planned, it would be good to reduce the

volume of the entire text, as the first chapter may be omitted from it.
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In conclusion, it can be said that the dissertation work has an overall and

complete look and is distinguished by a good scientific style and logic. It meets

the requirements of volume, content and structure. It has objective merits and

contributions in the study of the problems of inspection in a theoretical plan, as

well as in a practical-applied one in relation to the proposed measures for

improvement in the present.

The dissertation work is a personal work, the result of in-depth research

work in the field of education management and possesses all the necessary

qualities for Siyka Dimitrova Koleva to be awarded the educational and scientific

degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education 1. "Pedagogical Sciences";

professional direction 1.1. "Educational Theory and Management".
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