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Siika Koleva is a part-time doctoral student in the Doctoral Program "Educational
Management" at the Faculty of Pedagogy of the University of Shumen "Bishop K.
Preslavski". She graduated with a bachelor's degree in Bulgarian and English from the A.
Kanchev University of Ruse in 2000. In 2019, he obtained a master's degree in educational
management at the University of Shumen. She has extensive pedagogical and managerial
experience. She has worked as a teacher, deputy principal and acting principal of a school.
During the period 2020 — 2024 she is a doctoral student at the University of Shumen. Since
September 2024 she has been an assistant professor at the University of Shumen, Pedagogical
College — Dobrich.

The doctoral student has submitted the necessary documents for the dissertation
defense procedure, in accordance with the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in
Bulgaria and the Regulations for its Implementation. The attached certificate shows that she
meets the minimum national requirements.

The presented dissertation is in a volume of 352 pages. main part and a self-formed
appendix of 97 pages. in two parts, including an inventory and images of photographs used in
the text (1) and an inventory of documents used in the text (2). The dissertation has a main
text of 322 pages and is structured in an introduction, three chapters, conclusions and a
bibliography of 152 information sources. The topic of the dissertation is topical and concerns
a poorly researched area in the history of Bulgarian education and in particular the history of
its management.

The first chapter of the dissertation traces the emergence and development of
education in the period from the establishment of the Bulgarian state to the Liberation,
focusing on the period from the Revival to 1878, based on the available source materials. The
second chapter of the dissertation covers the period from 1878 to 1909. The third chapter
begins with an analysis of the PDO of 1909 and traces the subsequent development of the
inspectorate service until the political changes in 1944,

The presentation in the second and third chapters of the dissertation is based on an
analysis following the chronological sequence of the adoption of the relevant normative
documents (laws, regulations, district, etc.) on which the activities of educational institutions
are built. The doctoral student has demonstrated a very good level of knowledge of the issues
in the field of the history of Bulgarian education and its management, as well as of the
theoretical sources in this field.

The exposition in the second chapter begins with an analysis of the first normative
documents that laid the foundations of the educational systems of the Principality of Bulgaria



and, respectively, of Eastern Rumelia. The emergence and development of school
inspectorates as part of the then educational administration has been studied. A significant
number of normative documents and literary sources have been used in the analysis. The
adopted research approach in the analysis of basic normative documents is very good - a brief
commentary on the circumstances related to its adoption, objectives of the normative
document, structure, content with a focus on the research issues, practical application. In
many cases, an assessment of the significance of the normative document for the functioning
and development of our school education is also offered. It is also necessary to note that the
emergence and development of the school inspectorate service is considered not in isolation,
but in the context of the development of the school education system and the relevant political
and socio-economic situation in the country, which determines the choice and implementation
of educational policies. The most important reforms carried out during the historical period
under consideration in our school education are also well highlighted. In places, brief
biographical data about significant educational figures are appropriately presented.

The place of the school inspectorate in the educational administration existing in the
period 1878 - 1944, its functions and changes in them, the procedure for appointing and
dismissing school inspectors, their relations with other participants in the educational process
and various state and public institutions, the evaluation of their work have been studied and
clarified. Many details regarding the activities of school inspectors, as well as a number of
management procedures related to their work, have been touched upon, which makes it
possible to build a holistic picture of the inspectorate institution, the activities of those
employed in it, its evolution over the years and its impact on school education.

The role of the school inspectorate in relation to management control in school
education is also very well explained. The main areas of control exercised, their dynamics
over the years, the accents in pedagogical and administrative control, the time scope of
control, the method of its implementation, the main procedures and control activities applied
are highlighted.

The comparative analysis of the school inspectorate services of the Principality of
Bulgaria and Eastern Rumelia — basic regulatory documents, administrative-territorial

structure of the inspectors, basic functions, selection and appointment of school inspectors —
deserves a positive assessment.

Overall, the dissertation research is very well done. The analysis is very detailed, in
places detailed, based on the study of a large number of normative documents and other
sources. The doctoral student has demonstrated a high level of knowledge of the researched
issues. Comparative and critical analysis have been successfully used. After each chapter of
the dissertation, summaries have been made, reflecting the main points of their content.

At the same time, it should be noted that the presentation contains unnecessary details
in places that could be avoided and thus reduce the rather large volume of the dissertation.

The conclusion summarizes the main changes in the structure and functions of the
school inspectorate for the period 1878 — 1944.

Four scientific publications were presented in the defense procedure, one of which was
accepted for publication. They meet the requirements and correspond to the topic of the
dissertation research.



I accept the contributions indicated by the doctoral student, and I believe that one more
could be added to them - the specifics of inspection as a form of managerial control in the
school education system in the period from the Liberation to 1944 have been clarified.

The abstract meets the requirements and adequately presents the dissertation work.

I accept that the presented dissertation, appendices and publications are undoubtedly
the product of the doctoral student's own work.

I have one recommendation for the doctoral student - it would be more appropriate to
limit the time scope of the study to the period 1878 - 1944, based on the available historical
sources.

Conclusion. I believe that Siika Dimitrova Koleva has convincingly coped with the
implementation of the dissertation research, which is why I propose to the Honourable
Scientific Jury to award her the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the Field of
Higher Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Direction 1.1. Theory and
Management of Education.
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