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General characteristics of the dissertation. The dissertation submitted for discussion has a
total volume of 352 pages, 322 of which are the main text, and contains an introduction, three
chapters, a conclusion and literature. There are also 2 appendices to it, which include an inventory-
image of the photos and documents noted in the text - in a volume of 77 pages, and an inventory-
index of the documents used in the text - 2528 pages.

Structure and content. The structure of the dissertation is built on the chronological principle,
taking into account two factors - the modern periodization of Bulgarian history and the periodization
of Bulgarian education. This structure meets the requirements for this type of scientific work.

In the introduction, the author justifies the motives for choosing the topic of the dissertation;

determines its chronological scope, object, subject, goal, tasks, approaches and methods of the study;
reveals its sources.

In the first chapter - "History of the emergence of control and management in Bulgarian
education" - the development of education is traced from the establishment of the Bulgarian state to
its liberation from Ottoman rule and against this background the beginnings of management and
control over education are sought.

Chapter two, entitled “The Inspectorate as a State Institution for School Management in the
Period from 1878 to 1909”, reveals the new socio-political conditions in Bulgaria after the Liberation
and their impact on the development of education. Its regulatory framework in the Principality of
Bulgaria and Eastern Rumelia, as well as in the united state after the Unification in 1885, is presented,
with a focus on the inspectorate during the specified period.



Chapter three — “Activities of the Inspectorate in Bulgarian Education from 1909 to 1944" —
traces the socio-political changes and trends in the regulatory framework of this control body during
the period.

At the end of each chapter, conclusions and summaries are drawn.

The conclusion provides a comprehensive summary of the significance of the inspectorate as
a management and control body, and general conclusions and recommendations are formulated.

Relevance of the topic. With the exception of the period 1878-1912, the topic has not been
the subject of a comprehensive, systematic and in-depth pedagogical study.

In the development of Bulgarian education, and more specifically after the liberation of
Bulgaria from Ottoman rule, the inspectorate as the main body of management and control plays an
important role. It is reflected in the regulatory framework regulating its activities, which contains rich
and valuable experience. These circumstances determine the relevance of the topic.

Scientific significance of the work. The dissertation reveals and explains facts that have not
been the subject of scientific research and have not been explained so far.

Scientific awareness of the author. The author is well acquainted with the literary sources
and regulatory documents related to the topic and sufficiently fully substantiates his thesis. The
literature review covers 152 sources: literary sources and web-based sources, most of which are
published regulatory documents. These sources are used appropriately in the text to support the
author's positions.

Conceptuality and evidentiality. The author's main statement is that "the study of the path
taken by the inspectorate and the collection in one comprehensive text of valuable information
about the historical processes during the period under study prove indisputably the importance of
the inspectorate for the optimal functioning of the Bulgarian education system". This importance is
proven consistently, argued and precisely in the course of the study.

Aim, tasks, methods, object and subject of the study. The aim of the dissertation work is "to
present and analyze the development of the inspectorate in school legislation, noting the
prerequisites for its emergence, as well as to establish its place in the structure for management and
control of the education system and the trends of importance for the modern regulation of
secondary education. ". The goal is adequate to the research problem and is operationalized in 3
tasks, which in their totality cover it in content. The methods used to implement the tasks and the
goal correspond to the historical-pedagogical nature of the study.

The object and subject are defined correctly as a general-particular relationship.

Contributions to the dissertation. The contributions indicated by the author are correctly
presented and are evidence of the significance of the dissertation.

Publications on the dissertation. 3 articles have been published on the topic of the work —1
in a scientific journal, 1 in a collection of scientific forums and 1 —in a yearbook of an academic
institution. The publications on the dissertation present essential moments from it.



Abstract. The abstract correctly reflects the content and contributions of the dissertation and
allows the reader to gain a correct idea of the merits of the text.

Question: How do you assess the transformation of the inspectorate as a governing body in
the past into the Regional Education Directorate in the modern education system?

Conclusion. The author demonstrates scientific competence, precision, and
conscientiousness — qualities necessary for the realization of the goal of the scientific research. Siika
Koleva uses precise and rich language and a scientific style, which enables her to successfully present,
justify and defend her thesis. The dissertation is based on sufficient information.

Based on the demonstrated qualities and skills for in-depth scientific research, the proven
scientific contributions and original achievements, | give my positive assessment of the research
presented in the dissertation, and | propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award the educational
and scientific degree "doctor" to Siika Dimitrova Koleva in the field of higher education: 1.
Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.1 Theory and Management of Education.
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