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1. General presentation of the procedure and the doctoral student

The author of the dissertation is Siika Dimitrova Koleva, who is enrolled in part-time
studies in 2020 at Shumen University. Her practical experience as a teacher and, subsequently,
as a deputy director of educational activities at the high school stage and a director in
educational institutions, logically directs her searches to the management structure of education.

The presented set of materials on paper and electronic media complies with the
requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staffin the Republic of Bulgaria
and the Regulations forits Application, as well as with the Regulations on the Development of
the Academic Staff of the "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" Shumen University, and contains all
the necessary documents. The doctoral student has attached 3 publications that are related to
the topic of the dissertation research. The works presented are evidence of high scientific
competence, prominent research capacity and opportunities for conducting independent
scientific research.

The opinion is prepared on the basis of the dissertation work and the auto-reference to
it, which are well structured and meet all the criteria.

2. Dissertation and abstract

The main text of the dissertation has a volume of 352 pages and is dedicated to a problem
important not only for educational management, but also for educational policy in the country.
By tracing the development of the educational work over the centuries, the traditions built by



the first legislators, the trendsin the activities of the specialized and non-specialized institutions
in relation to the management of the educational work, as well as the organizational

manifestations of the management and control of the educational activity from the foundation
of the Bulgarian state to 1944,

The classical structure is preserved: introduction, three main chapters, conclusion,
references and appendices. The theoretical analysis sets the framework for the constructs under
study. Without dwelling in detail on the analysis and evaluation of the individual structural
parts of the work, I would like to highlight the most important in terms of their content.

The introduction of the dissertation clearly and categorically states the relevance of the
chosen problem by framing the methodological aspects of the research. The main goal and
tasks, as well as the object and subject of the study, are convincingly set.

In the first chapter: HISTORY OF THE EMERGENCE OF CONTROL AND
MANAGEMENT IN BULGARTAN EDUCATION, the main construct in the research is
operationalized - the legislative certificates. The descriptive theoretical overview proposed by
S. Koleva, is a testimony of wide and deep awareness. As assurance for his statements and
conclusions, the doctoral student relies on various informational facts, cites foreign literary
sources, and documents, national programs and strategies, statistical and empirical quantitative
and qualitative evidence. This makes the judgments, ideas, evaluations, recommendations
formulated in the dissertation acceptable for science and practice, credible and valid. Attempts
at coordination in the management and control of education are also commented upon, drawing
conclusions about its validity.

In the Second Chapter of the dissertation: THE INSPECTORATE AS A STATE
INSTITUTION FOR SCHOOL MANAGEMENT IN THE PERIOD FROM 1878. UNTIL
1909, the author has examined in detail the political, economic, academic and cultural-social
Justifications for the management of the schools during the mentioned period. A place has been
allocated to the current programs at that time and an overview of the institutions has been made.
A detailed content analysis of documentation was performed. All this supports the statement
that S. Koleva is a thorough and competent researcher who possesses the necessary knowled ge
and experience to carry out independent scientific activity.

In the third chapter: ACTIVITY OF THE INSPECTOR IN BULGARIAN
EDUCATION FROM 1909 TO 1944, the doctoral student comprehensively and
comprehensively lays the groundwork for examining the problem of the inspectorate in
Bulgarian education. The focus is on existing concepts, descriptive analysis, formulation of
conclusions and recommendations. In the literature review, the currently known data on school
inspections are sufficiently comprehensively presented. When describing the individual
policies, the doctoral student applied the functional approach to their structuring and typology.

The conclusion presents the main results and draws attention to the need for the
development of the inspectorate as an institute for management and control of the education
system; to the continuation and deepening of the work in the direction of the quality of
educationin Bulgarian schools, which cannot be guaranteed without central control. Ttis argued
that in modern conditions moderate centralization of management and supervision is a well-
functioning model for the needs of our educational system.



Above all, the proposed development is well structured on the basis of a clear scientific
logic and represents a systematic study that enriches educational policies with ideas and
concepts, as a relatively separate and independent branch of knowledge.

Development is in accordance with the requirements for the design of scientific texts
both in terms of content and structure. Correct citation of the sources is observed. No plagiarism
was found in the dissertation. The abstract meets the requirements, gives a clear idea of the
content characteristics and structural parameters of the dissertation work. The doctoral student
fulfilled the scientometric indicators. She presented a total of 3 publications, through which the
results of the research activity are popularized. The organization, design and presented results
of the conducted research give reason to consider the text as original and authentic.

3. Scientific contributions

I accept the scientific contributions outlined by the doctoral student, which adequately
reflect the achievements of the scientific research:

1. For the first time, a study of the inspectorate in Bulgarian education was carried out,
in which the historical period of 681 years was analyzed. until 1878 and the
circumstances that became a condition for the appearance of the supervisory
authority for management and control of the educational system are noted.

2. The trends in the treatment of the inspectorate in the educational legislation since
1878 have been traced. until 1944, indicating the changes in the structure of the
school inspectorate and in the duties, powers and functions of the school inspectors.

3. The place of the school inspectorate in the management structure of education during
the studied period was established and an assessment was made of the role and
importance of the inspectorate for the optimal functioning of the Bulgarian
education system.

4. Notes, recommendations and questions

I have no critical remarks about the materials presented. I strongly recommend that the PhD
student share the results of the research with a wider audience and consider publishing it.

5. Conclusion

The dissertation is an author's scientific research with serious qualities, meeting the
requirements set forth in the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of
Bulgaria and shows that the doctoral student Siika Dimitrova Koleva possesses in-depth
theoretical knowledge and professional skills in the scientific specialty "Theory and
Management of Education".

I give my positive assessment for the dissertation work, the abstract, the results
significant for theory and practice.



I propose to the honorable scientific jury to award the educational and scientific degree "doctor"
to Siika Dimitrova Koleva in the field of higher education: 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional
direction 1.1. Theory and management of education.
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