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OPINION 

on a competition for occupation the academic position of "Professor" 

in professional field 2.4. Religion and Theology (Biblical Studies – New Testament), 

for the needs of the Department of History and Archeology at the Faculty of 

Humanities, announced by the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" in 

the State Gazette, issue 32/09.04.2024. 

 

The opinion was prepared by Prof. Klara Toneva, DSc, Faculty of Theology, 

Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski", as a member of the scientific jury of the 

competition according to Order No. RD 16-089/05.07.2024 of the Rector of the Shumen 

University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". 

For participation in the competition, documents have been submitted by one 

candidate: Assoc. Prof. Teodor Stoychev, Phd. 

I. Description of the submitted materials 

1. Application details 

The submitted documents meet the requirements of ZRASRB and PPZRASRB 

and the Regulations on the terms and conditions for obtaining scientific degrees and 

holding academic positions at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski". 

For participation in the competition Assoc. Prof. Teodor Stoychev presents a list 

that includes 3 monographs; 4 studios; 2 articles and 1 textbook; other documents are 

attached that certify the necessary academic and practical qualities and achievements of 

the candidate.  

2. Applicant Data 

Teodor Stoychev was Chief Assist., PhD (2017-2018); Since then he has been an 

associate professor at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski", and since 

2000 he has been a priest at the Metropolis of Varna and Veliki Preslav. 

3. General characteristics of the scientific works and achievements of the 

candidate 

The monograph "God Who Appeared in the Flesh. Current Problems of New 

Testament Christology" is a theoretical study based on scientific publications by both 
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Bulgarian and foreign researchers. Author's ideas are found in connection with the 

scientific problem under study. It is valuable to look specifically at problems related to 

Old Testament monotheism and to the different ways of defining the Christological 

question. 

With the second monograph ("The Old Testament in the Light of Archaeological 

Evidence". Shumen, 2024), the author does not seek to prove or reject the historical 

reliability of the Old Testament stories, but to examine them through the prism of 

material culture. The candidate disputes the hypothesis that Jewish religiosity  is 

moving from polytheism to monotheism, and in this direction defines  the application of 

the evolutionary hypothesis as unreasonable, given that in that epoch monotheistic ideas 

existed side by side with polytheistic.  

The essential issues in the third monograph ("Early Christian Identity: Issues and 

Challenges"). Shumen, 2024) are two: is there a leading trend in early Christianity that 

proceeds directly from Jesus Christ and has preserved His teaching, and secondly – 

when did Christianity separate from Judaism? According to the analysis made by Assoc. 

Prof. T. Stoychev, it is not correct to talk about the identity of early Christianity, 

perceived as a generally agreed whole. Those first years were distinguished by a desire 

to make sense of the eschatological experience that comes with Christ. The main thesis 

of the author is that the identifying characteristics of Christianity should be sought and 

revealed through the divine dignity of Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 

The textbook "Introduction to the Holy Scriptures of the New Testament" is an 

introductory course of lectures on the New Testament, which offers students up-to-date 

information on the topics studied. It`s been impressing the purposeful attention to the 

messages of St. Аp. Paul, by including topics related to theology in his respective book.  

Regarding scientific works, I summarize the following: 

the scientific works meet the minimum national requirements (under Art. 2b, 

para. 2 and 3 of the Law on the Humanities) for occupying the academic position of 

"Professor" in the scientific field of Humanities and professional field 2.4. Religion and 

Theology; 
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scientific papers do not repeat those from previous procedures for acquiring a 

scientific title and academic position; 

There is no plagiarism in scientific works, proven in the statutory way. 

4. Characteristics and evaluation of the candidate's teaching activity 

The teaching activity of Assoc. Prof. Teodor Stoychev is at a level that 

corresponds to his academic position. 

5. Meaningful analysis of the scientific and scientific-applied achievements of 

the candidate contained in the materials for participation in the competition 

I find achievements in the following areas: 

firstly, the contribution of Assoc. Prof. Dr. T. Stoychev to the development of the 

discipline (in the second peer-reviewed monograph this is clearly stated); 

secondly, the interdisciplinary approach in his research (in order to analyze what 

is said in non-biblical sources); 

thirdly, working with rich source material; 

fourthly, Teodor Stoychev's personal experience in practical and applied terms (as 

an Orthodox clergyman and author of a textbook); 

fifth, the candidate's attempt to examine some scientific problems in a new way 

(e.g., the concept of monotheism, Christology of the New Testament, etc.). 

The total number of points scored from all indicators is 720, which exceeds the 

requirements; The citations are 14. 

6. Critical remarks and recommendations 

In some places, a distinction is made (reaching opposition) between the apostles' 

own theological rhythm, whose voices "were shrouded in the fog of our theological 

bias", on the one hand, and the Church on the other (pp. 154-155, first monograph); 

The "conclusion" of the first monograph is unconvincing; on the second – 

unfinished; 

instead of "Bibliography" it should be "References" (first monograph); 

about the style of writing: sometimes pretentious, sometimes unconvincing (p. 

202), as well as popular science (pp. 10, 154, etc.). I recommend more careful 



expression, as well as patagraphs for semantic clarity (pp. 25, 27, 144 - first

monograph);

The study of Fr. Alexander Men ("The Origin of Religion", Sofla, 1994) would

have been useful on the question of monotheism (Chapter 1. of the first monograph);

some studies by N. Globukovsky, prot. N. Shivarov and Iv. Markovski (regarding the

second monograph) - also;

there are spelling effors (especially in the second monograph); Use of singular,

sometimes of plural and others

7. Personril impressions of the candidate

I personally know Fr. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Teodor Stoychev as an in-depth

researcher, fascinating lecturer and well-intentioned colleagUe.

8. Conclusion about the application

After reading the materials and scientifrc papers presented in the competition and

after analyzng their significance and their indisputable scientifrc and applied

contributions, I confirm that the scientific achievements meet the requirements for

Assoc. Prof. Teodor Stoychev, Phd to occupy the academic position of "Professor" in

the scientific field and professional field of the competition.

The applicant meets the minimum national requirements in the professional field

and no plagiarism has been proven.

II. Conclusion

Given the quality and significance of the scientific achievements of Fr. Assoc.

Prof. Teodor Stoychev, Phd and as a member of the scientific jury for his habilitation, I

am convinced that he deserves the requested scientific title of Professor in the

professional field 2.4. Religion and Theology (Biblical Studies - New Testament).

I respectfully recommend the Faculty council to award it to him.

Prepared the opinion:
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26.08.2024

(Prof. Klara Toneva, DSc)


