OPINION

by competition for the occupation of the academic position of "professor" in the
field of higher education 2. Humanities in a professional direction 2.4. Religion and
Theology (Biblical Studies-New Testament), announced by Shumen University "Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski" in DV, BR. 32/09/04/2024

The opinion was prepared by Assoc. Professor Galya Yordanova, PhD "Ep.
Konstantin Preslavski", as a member of the scientific jury for the competition.

One candidate has submitted documents for participation in the announced
competition: Associate Professor Teodor Bozhidarov Stoychev, PhD "Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski" University of Shumen.

1. JlanHu 3a KaHANAATYpaTa

1. Application data

The submitted documents for the competition meet the requirements of PPZRASRB and are
well organized and complete. The candidate has submitted three monographs: "God Who Appeared in
the Flesh", "The Old Testament in the Light of Archaeological Evidence", "Early Christian [dentity
Questions and Challenges". The main habilitation work is the book "God Who Appeared in the Flesh™.
The candidate has 14 citations and participation in scientific projects.

The documents show that Associate Professor Teodor Stoychev, PhD, meets
the relevant minimum national requirements for the field of higher education 2.
Humanities - a total of 720 points as follows:

Group A, Indicator 1 — 50 points with min. national requirements: 50 points.

Group C, Indicator 3 — 100 points at minimum national requirements: 100 points.

Group D - total points for indicators from group D — 280 points at minimum

national requirements: 200 pts.

Group D - total points for indicators from Group D: 135 points at minimum

national requirements: 100 pts.

Group E - total points for Group E indicators: 155 points at minimum

national requirements: 100 pts.

The documents certify the necessary academic and practical qualities and
achievements of Prof. Stoychev in the field of theological science in general.

2. Applicant data

Teodor Bozhidarov Stoychev graduated from Sofia University "St. Kliment
Ohridski" - OKS - master's degree in 2000. Obtained a scientific degree of "doctor" in
theology in 2009, "main assistant" since 2017, and since 2018 he is an associate
professor at the "Ep. Konstantin Preslavsky".From 2000 to the present, he has been a
priest of the Varna and Veliko Preslav Metropolies. Along with academic growth, the
candidate has additional qualifications, participation in projects, which he correctly
describes by years.

3. General characteristics of the scientific works and achievements of the
candidate




The scientific works of Associate Professor Teodor Stoychev, PhD are related to
biblical studies - Old Testament and New Testament.

His scientific research in the monograph "God Appeared in the Flesh" is aimed at
examining the most frequently cited New Testament texts and how they illuminate the
personality of the Lord Jesus Christ. Attention is also paid to problems related to Old
Testament monotheism, as well as to the different ways of defining the Christological
question.

In the monographic study "The Old Testament in the Light of Archaeological
Evidence" an attempt was made to give an objective view of the Old Testament
narratives in the light of material culture. Important historical figures and events from
the history of the Israclite people are examined in correlation with archaeological
findings and facts. It is noteworthy that both biblical texts and archaeological and
iconographic sources were used.

A real thematic challenge for the author is his third monograph "Early Christian
Identity: Questions and Challenges". In general, "identity" is a term most often used in
the social sciences to describe a person's individual development of self. Moreover,
identity is degenerated through one's belonging to different groups. The challenge
becomes even greater for the researcher when considering the topic of early Christian
identity. The text of the monograph provides answers to the questions: can we talk
about a leading direction in early Christianity, coming directly from Jesus Christ, which
has preserved his teachings? When did Christianity itself separate from Judaism? For
this purpose, the author relies on historical sources from Roman times, as well as on the
attitude of Judaism itself towards the Gentiles. The basic texts are the app. Paul, which
are related to the controversy surrounding the acceptance of Gentiles, as well as the
topic of preserving the basic principles of Judaism.

In his monographic studies, Prof. Stoychev offers a new vision for the study of
the presented theological issues.

In connection with the scientific works submitted for participation in the
competition, [ summarize the following:

meet the minimum national requirements for occupying the academic position of
"professor" in the scientific field 2. Humanities and professional direction 2.4. Religion
and Theology;

there is no plagiarism that has been proven in accordance with the law.

4. Characteristics and assessment of the candidate's teaching activity

The presented reference certifies that the academic and teaching commitment of
Associate Professor Teodor Bozhidarov Stoychev, PhD, is at a level that corresponds to
his academic position.

5. Content analysis of the applicant's scientific and scientific-applied
achievements, contained in the materials for participation in the competition

I agree with the contributions that Assoc. Dr. Teodor Stoychev presents, namely:

First: for the first time the topic has been put up for systematic discussion in
Bulgarian biblical studies:




Second: unconventional solutions were sought, based primarily on source
material that was immediate to the Bible

Third: original source material was used, which enables a more objective reading
of the text.

Fourth: the approach used by the author is complex, leading to the analysis of
both biblical and extra-biblical sources: apocryphal, non-canonical, philosophical and
historical texts. Thus, it supports a multifaceted coverage of the researched topic.

6. Critical notes and recommendations

In the submitted documentation for the competition, I noticed that the same titles
are sometimes placed in the "Articles" paragraph, and another time - in "Studies" (E.g.,
while in the "List of publications" 6 titles are indicated in the "Articles" paragraph ", but
in the "Summary" they are already divided into "Studies" - 4 nos. and "Articles" - 2
nos.) Also some publications such as "Heavenly image of Jacob: Metaphor or reality.
//Christianity and Culture, issue 2. 2024, pp.62 -75 is listed as studies, and is in a
volume of 13 pages.). Maybe it's probably a case of rushing through the paperwork?

As a recommendation, I can note that in my future research, Fr. T. Stoychev, in
addition to his innovative concepts, to pay more attention and adhere to the research
tradition in Bulgarian Orthodox theology in order to preserve scientific and teaching
continuity.

My shared observations are in good faith and do not change my overall positive
impression.

7. Personal impressions of the candidate
I personally know Associate Professor Teodor Stoychev, PhD as a very good
researcher and lecturer who is respected as a professional.

8. Conclusion on the application

After reading the materials and scientific works presented in the competition, as
well as after analyzing their significance and scientific-applied contributions, I declare
that the scientific achievements meet the requirements of ZRASRB for the occupation
by Assoc. Dr. Teodor Bozhidarov Stoychev of the academic position "Professor " in the
scientific field and professional direction of the competition.

9. Conclusion

Given the candidate's scientific achievements and as a member of the scientific
jury for the current competition, I am convinced that Associate Professor Teodor
Bozhidarov Stoychev, PhD, deserves the scientific title of "Professor" in professional
field 2.4. Religion and theology. I recommend the FS at the Faculty of Humanities at
Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" to award it to him.

28.08.2024 r.
(Assoc. Professor Galva Yordanova. PhD)




