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In the present cohtest, the candidate has submitted three monographies, one textbook,
four studies, two articles, a reference on individual scientometrics, a reference on citations, a
reference on scientific contributions, abstracts of scientific publications in Bulgarian and
English, thus the documentation is complete and meets the requirements of Article 2b,
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Law on Academic Staff Development and Section IV of the
Regulations on Academic Staff Development at the Shumen Univeristy Konstantin
Preslavsky”. The enclosed reference of citations exceeds the required minimum and is
presented in correct form. The candidate has provided a sufficient number of scientific works
published after the materials used in the defence of the PhD and participation in the contests for
“Senior Assistant Professor” and “Associate Professor”. The total number of points of all
scientific metrics is 720, which fully meets the national minimum requirements for the

academic position of “Professor.”.



Brief biography of the candidate.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Teodor Bozhidarov Stoycheyv is the sole candidate in the announced contest
for the position of “Professor” in the Department of Theology at the Faculty of Humanities,
Shumen University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavski.” He has been a long-time lecturer in Biblical
Studies in the same department. Dr. Stoychev was born on June 4, 1973, in Ruse. He studied
theology at the Faculty of Theology at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” from 1995 to
2000. On July 4, 2006, he was ordained as a priest at the Holy Metropolis of Varna and Veliki
Preslav. In 2008, under the supervision of Prof. Emil Traychev, Dr. Stoychev successfully
defended his dissertation titled “The Meaning of the Cross of Christ in the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Galatians.” In 2017, Dr. Stoychev was appointed Senior Assistant Professor at Shumen
University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky.” The following year, in 2018, he was promoted to
Associate Professor at the same university based on his research titled “Theology of the New
Testament: Current Issues.” He lectures and conducts seminars in Biblical Studies (Old and New
Testament) at both the Bachelor's and Master's levels. Dr. Stoychev is fluent in English, German,

Russian, and Ancient Greek. He has also participated in eight research projects.

Overview of the Scientific Work Submitted for the Contest

The habilitation thesis presented by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Teodor Stoychev, titled “‘God who
was manifested in flesh’. Current Problems of New Testament Christology” (Shumen
University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky,” 2021), is the first in-depth study of its kind in
Bulgarian biblical scholarship. It aims to explore how and to what extent the most frequently
quoted New Testament texts illuminate the question of the divine nature of Jesus Christ. This
topic presents a significant challenge for the author, as he delves into the complex research area
of biblical studies, particularly within a Christological context. The preface conceptually
outlines the scope of the study, conducted within the framework of contemporary biblical
discourse. Here, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev articulates his research intention: “to shed light on
a critically important issue in New Testament theology, namely, the divinity of the Savior” (p.
8). Rather than attempting to cover all New Testament texts addressing the divine nature of
Jesus Christ, the author focuses on the Christological core found in Philippians 2:5-11,
Colossians 1:15-20, and John 10:30, 34-35. He uses these passages as a foundation to explore

the Christological views of several apostolic fathers. The examination of the writings of St.



Clement of Rome, the Shepherd of Hermas, and St. Ignatius in the thesis is motivated by their
historical proximity to the composition of the New Testament books and their distinct
perspective on those writings. By connecting these New Testament texts with the works of the
apostolic fathers, the study traces the main trajectory of Christology during the period of the
Holy Fathers. In this study, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev deliberately refrains from later
theological interpretations of Christological issues, which were often influenced by the
philosophical categories of the time. Instead, he emphasizes that the debate about the divine
nature of Jesus Christ originates not from ancient Greek philosophy, but from a thoroughly
biblical context. Thus, the focus of his study is on the image of Jesus Christ, analyzed through
the relationship of “language—symbol-thought-construct,” which early Christians used to
convey their understanding of the unity of God the Father and God the Son, without fully
clarifying the “modus of Their unity” (see pp. 36-44). The work also highlights the connection
between the New Testament texts under consideration, particularly those concerning the image
of Jesus Christ, and pre-Christian Jewish thought. The author clearly emphasizes that “the
apostles who wrote the first Christian texts retained the discourse about God that was
characteristic of the Jews at that time (pp. 43-44). The six chapters that follow provide a detailed
analysis of foundational New Testament texts of a Christological nature, accompanied by robust
biblical-theological arguments. In his analysis, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev draws on and
critiques numerous scholarly studies in the field of New Testament biblical studies, which vary
in their depth and specificity of interpretive approaches. However, the author primarily relies
on his original, reflective competence in addressing the scholarly problems at hand, grou'nding
his work in the orthodox doctrinal truths as witnessed and upheld by the Church, as well as in

Holy Scripture and authentic theological tradition.

In another monograph, “Early Christian Identity: Questions and Challenges” (Shumen
University “Ep. Konstantin Preslavsky,” 2024), Assoc. Prof. Dr. Theodore Stoychev continues
to explore the complex issue of when Christianity became distinct from Judaism. His analysis
of the sources leads him to conclude that it is inaccurate to describe early Christian identity as
“a communally agreed whole formed on commonly shared principles and understandings.”
Instead, he argues that early Christian identity was experienced through the “eschatological
experience that comes with Christ.” This divergence marks the break between Old Testament
messianic expectations and Christ's sacrifice, which made possible humanity's restoration and
incorporation into God. Within this framework, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev clearly delineates

the foundation upon which the new Christian identity is built—namely, the divine nature of



Jesus Christ and His death and glorious resurrection. The author's main thesis is that Christianity
is not a “form of Judaism,” but rather a Church, a “new community,” and a “new eschatological
reality” that introduces a new ideological order distinct from Judaism. The New Testament texts
present an eschatological Christ who differs significantly from the messianic expectations
found in the Old Testament and Jewish tradition. It is crucial to note that the fullness of
revelation, as revealed in the person of Jesus Christ, is attained by each of His followers through
life in the Church, based on a personal relationship with Him. Through Jesus Christ, a complete
relationship between humanity and God is realized, with humanity reaching God through

Christ.

A completely different set of issues is explored in Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev's third
monograph, “The Old Testament in the Light of Archaeological Evidence ” (Shumen University
“Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky,” 2024). At first glance, this work seems to diverge from his
primary scholarly focus on the New Testament, but it is closely connected to his teaching
responsibilities. These include undergraduate courses such as “Biblical Studies: Old
Testament™ and “Biblical Material Testimonies,” as well as Master's courses like “Biblical
Studies: Old Testament and New Testament” and “Jesus Christ in the Old Testament.” The
monograph has several key points, among which his research on the age of the ancient
patriarchs and the history of Jewish religion based on archaeological evidence stands out as
particularly valuable. In general, the author acknowledges that the interpretation of this
evidence cannot be entirely unambiguous or definitive, as it is often influenced by pre-existing

hypotheses related to the evolutionist approach commonly adopted in scholarship.

In addition to these works, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev has published the textbook
“Introduction to the Holy Scripture of the New Testament” (Shumen, 2018). This book is
essentially a compilation of his lecture course and is intended for his students. The systematic
organization of topics and the emphasis on the connection between history and theology
highlight the pedagogical aspect of his work. It is important to note that Assoc. Prof. Dr.
StoS/chev's teaching and pedagogical activities have made an undeniable contribution to

improving the quality of education at Shumen University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky.”

The scholarly work of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev includes four studies published in
various academic journals, one of which is peer-reviewed. These studies reflect the significant
contributions he has made to the topics under consideration. In addition to these studies, he has

published two articles addressing current issues in the field of biblical theology.



The scholarly works of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev are impressive in their sophistication
and depth, demonstrating the author's disciplined approach and unwavering dedication to
scientific inquiry as a form of service. His primary interests lie in the study of New Testament
Christology, a field in which he has published numerous monographs, studies, and articles in
both domestic and international publications. When viewed in their thematic and chronological
sequence, these works illustrate his enduring commitment to biblical theology. The texts
submitted by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Stoychev for this contest are clearly formulated and conceptually
well-organized, reflecting systematic and thoughtful work. His language and style are of a high
standard, marked by terminological precision, which can largely be attributed to his strong
language training. The candidate's extensive bibliographical knowledge, evident in his use of
major sources and works in several languages, enhances the overall quality of his scholarship.
Dr. Stoychev's research is grounded in authentic source material, fundamental studies, and a
carefully selected body of secondary literature by leading authorities in the field of biblical
theology. His competent understanding and use of these works, along with his extensive
bibliographical awareness, enable him to effectively justify and achieve his research goals and

objectives at both academic and teaching levels.

I fully agree with the attached list of original scientific contributions, which are grouped
into seven categories. Each point is well-founded and accurately reflects the quality and
significance of the candidate's scholarly work. In addition to these contributions, it is also
important to highlight Dr. Stoychev's spiritual, educational, and ecclesiastical-public activities,
as well as his consistent presence in the media. The scientific research published by Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Stoychev offers valuable opportunities for students in theological faculties and
departments at Bulgarian universities to deepen their understanding of key issues in biblical
studies, particularly those related to New Testament Christology. He c¢BM koHcTaTtupan

MIarHaTCTBO MM HEpermaMeHTHPAaHO 3aMMCTBAHE OT JAPYIH HAYYHH ChYMHEHMS.
Final Evaluation

Considering the significant contributions of the candidate's scholarly work, its innovative
nature, and the breadth and depth of his research in biblical theology, which is highly relevant to
the courses taught in various theological disciplines at the Department of Theology, Faculty of
Humanities in the Shumen University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky,” I confidently and strongly
express my support and positive evaluation. I recommend that the esteemed members of the

scientific committee vote in favor of electing Prof. Dr. Teodor Bozhidarov Stoychev as



“Professor” in the professional field 2.4 Religion and Theology (Biblical studies — New
Testament). 1 affirm that [ will vote “YES” in this procedure.
Y

27.08.2024 . e

(Prof. Dr. D. Penkov)



