
OPINION

on a competition for the occupation of an academic position"associate professor" in a field of
higher education 2. Humanities in a professional direction2.4. Religion and Theology (Church

Archaeology), announced by Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen in DV, BR. 65/02.08.2024

The opinion was prepared by Assoc. Prof. Galya Yordanova, PhD, Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen, as a member of the scientific jury for the competition.

One candidate has submitted documents for participation in the announced competition: Emil
Vasilev Ivanov from the city of Sofia.

1. Application details

The submitted documents for the competition meet the requirements of PPZRASRB and are

arranged and complete. The candidate has submitted the monograph "Orthodoxy versus Gothic
Arianism in the 6th century according to historical and archaeological evidence", published in the
series of the Yearbook of the Sofia University - Faculty of Theology." as the main habilitation thesis.

The candidate has 11 citations and numerous participations in projects, scientific forums and

archaeologbal surveys and excavations.
From the documents it can be seen that the candidate has collected 460 points (and not as

indicated 465 in the reference on electronic media. The difference occurs because the publication
"Unlcnown images of St. Spyridon in Albania. Contribution to the iconography of the saint (co-authored
by A. Trifonova. - Patrimonium MK, 10, 2012, 303-316 ISSN 1857-5811") being a co-author carries 5

points) of the relevant minimum national requirements for a field of higher education 2. Humanities - a

total of at least 400 points as follows:
Group A, Indicator 1 - 50 pts. at min. national requirements: 50 points.
Group B, Indicator 3 - 100 pts. with minimum national requirements: 100 items.
Group D - total points for indicators from group D - 255 points. at minimal
national requirements: 200 pts.
Group D - total points for indicators from Group D: 55 points. at minimal
national requirements: 50 points.

[oxyueHrure yAocroBeprBar neo6xoAuulrre aKaAeMLrqHu KaqecrBa vr rrocruxeHprf, Ha

KaHrv4ara n o6racrra Ha 6orocnoBcKara HayKa Karo qsfio.

2. Applicant data

Emil Vassilev Ivanov graduated from the Secondary Special Art School for Applied Arts in
Trojan. During the period 199I-1996 studied at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" in OKS
"bachelor" and OKS - "master". Obtained a scientific degree "doctor" in Ecclesiastical Archeology and
Christian Art at "Friedrich-Alexander" University - Erlangen, in2002. The candidate has extensive
professional experience: he first started as a part-time teacher at VTU "St. St. Cyril and Methodius";
then as an associate at the Bamberg State Archives (Germany); from 2004 to 2016 holds various
academic positions at the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" - Faculty of Theology; from 2017 to
2024 works at the Southeast European Bulgarian Cultural lnstitute (Methodiev Center) in Elwangen.

Along with academic growth, the candidate has additional qualifications, participation in
projects, archaeological surveys and excavations, which he correctly describes by years.

3. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific works and achievements

Emil Ivanov's scientific works are related to church archeology and Christian art and are

examined in the light of theological science.
The monograph "Orthodoxy versus Gothic Arianism in the Sirth Century Accorcling to

Historicsl and Archaeological Evidence" examines the historical and archaeological evidence for



Gothic Arianism during the reigns of King Theodoric the Great and Emperor Justinian I. Structurally,
it contains: Part One: Historical evidence with four chapters; Part Two: Archaeological evidence with
four chapters; Conclusion; Applications; Abbreviations; Sources and literature; List of reproductions,

Reproductions; Summary. The author's research is focused on three main problems: the first - the

formation and territories of the Ostrogothic Kingdom, as well as its relations with the Eastern Empire
(Byzantium) in the 5th and 6th centuries; the second - treats the iconographic heritage in the Gothic
temples in Ravenna. The third round of questions is related to the Orthodox churches of Ravenna from
the 6th century and their interior decoration. Rich source material from the documentary archives of
Italy, Germany and Bulgaria was used.

In his research studies, E. Ivanov, PhD offers a thematic variety related to an iconographic
interpretation of theological themes; aspects of the historical development of Christian art both in the

East and in the West are touched upon, as well as a number of other problems related to the established

iconographic traditions and their place in the history of the modern Orthodox churches.

In connection with the scientific works submitted for participation in the competition, I
summarize the following:

meet the minimum national requirements for occupying the academic position "associate
professor" in the scientific field2. Humanities and professional direction2.4. Religion and theology;

therg is no plagiarism that has been proven in accordance with the law.

4. Characteristics and assessment of the candidate's teaching activity

The presented Reference for the additional indicators under Art.57,paru.2, PPZRASRB certifies
that the educational and teaching commitment of Emil Vasilev lvanov, PhD is at a level that
corresponds to his academic positions that he held.

5. Content analysis of the applicant's scientific and scientific-applied achievements
contained in the materials for participation in the competition

I agree with the contributions that the candidate presents, namely:
First: The study and documentation of the monasteries in the Sof,ra Diocese of the Bulgarian

Orthodox Church-BP;
Second: Study of the archive of Acad. prof. Ivan Goshev in the Scientific Archive of the BAS in

connection with the history and fund of the Ecclesiastical Archaeological and Historical Museum with
the Institute of St. Synod;

Third: Uncovering and conservation of medieval wall paintings from the fortress "Kulata-
Gradot" near Rakitovo,'

Fourth: Discovery and Conservation of Mural Fragments from the Medieval Necropolis of
Anchialo;

Fifth: Research, documentation and cataloging of Roman sarcophagi in Bulgaria.

6. Critical notes and recommendations

At the end of the monographic study, it is noticeable that the photographic material is black and
white, and in some places very small and concise. As a recommendation, I can point out that in a future
reissue ofthe monograph, larger, clear and colorful photographic materials could be placed, which would
even better illustrate the presented research.

My shared observations are in good faith and do not change my overall positive impression.

7. Personal impressions of the candidate

I have not worked with the candidate, Emil Vasilev Ivanov, PhD, but I know him only through
the monographic development and publications presented by him, and therefore I am only commenting
on his research skills. To the akeady made assessment of the scientific research activity, I also add the
good language culture and good style of the exhibition.



8. Application conclusion

After reading the materials and scientific works presented in the competition, as well as after
analyzing their significance and scientific applied contributions, I declare that the scientific
achievements meet the requirements of ZRASRB for the appointment of Emil Vasilev lvanov, PhD to
the academic position of "associate professor" in the scientific field and professional direction of the
competition announced for the needs of Shumen University "Ep. Konstantin Preslavsky".

9. Conclusion
Given the scientific achievements of the candidate and as a member of the scientific jury for this

competition, I recommend Assoc. Prof. Emil Vasilev Ivanov, PhD for the scientific title "associate
professor" in professional freld 2.4. Religion and Theology and I propose to the FS at the Faculty of
Humanities at Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" to award it to him.

19.12.2024 r.
PhD)


