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OPINION

To a member of the scientific jury (order RD-16-181/31.10.2024 of the
Rector of the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin of Preslav") for conducting a
competition announced in the State Gazette No. 65/02.08.2024 for an
ASSOCIATES PROFESSOR in the field of higher education 2. Humanities,
professional field
2.4 Religion and Theology (Church Archaeology).

The opinion was prepared by: Assoc. Prof. lvo Georgiev Yanev, PhD

Competition data

The competition was announced in accordance with the requirements of the
regulatory documents. The first meeting of the scientific jury was held on
07.11.2024. A chairman was elected at it, under whose leadership the distribution of
reviews and opinions was carried out. The set of documents and scientific production
of the candidate, who is the only one, was also presented. At the various stages, |
have not found any irregularities, inaccuracies and violations. Therefore | believe that
the procedure was followed correctly.

Candidate details

The only candidate — Emil Vassilev Ivanov PhD — In 1996 he obtained a master's
degree in theology at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski", and in 2002 he
defended his doctoral dissertation - PhD at the "Friedrich Alexander" University in

Erlangen, Germany. Since 2004 he has been an assistant professor, and from 2010 to




2016 — an associate professor at Theological faculty, Sofia University. From 2017 to
2024 he is the head of the Methodius Center in Erlangen, Germany.

Description of scientific works

The scientific production presented by the candidate includes the monograph
Orthodoxy against Gothic Arianism in the 6th century according to historical and
archaeological evidence. — Yearbook of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski",
Faculty of Theology, new series, vol. 7, Sofia 2012 (ISSN: 1310-0319), (COBISS.BG-ID
— 68043528). The monograph examines the historical and archaeological evidence
for Gothic Arianism during the reign of the Gothic king Theodoric the Great (474-526)
and Emperor Justinian | (527-565). It is divided into two parts, which mainly examine
thr‘ee important problems based on historical and archaeological sources: The
formation and territories of the Ostrogothic Kingdom, as well as its relations with the
Eastern Empire (Byzantium) in the 5th and 6th centuries, its late antique culture and
the preservation of the remains of this culture in the European documentary archives
of Italy, Germany and Bulgaria. A 22 more articles in German and Bulgarian are
presented, directly related to the direction of the competition for which Ivanov PhD
is applying.

Scientific contributions

| accept as real and achieved the contributions formulated by Ivanov PhD in
the procedure. They were made as a result of high educational preparation, broad
scientific awareness, good skills in analysis, synthesis and interpretation of theories,
concepts and practices from various scientific fields, as well as skills in practical
implementation of methods, approaches and techniques in the field of Church
Archaeology. The scientific production submitted for review, as well as the other
scientific works, as well as participation in conferences, testify that the candidate
maintains a sustainable research interest in the discussion and insufficiently

researched topics in the field of Church Archaeology.




The reference for citing the publications shows a good frequency of citations
and references to the candidate's scientific works, gives an idea of the response to
them, their significance, the degree of their fame and use. Scientometrics is within

the limits set by law.

| declare that we have no related activities and co-authorships with the
candidate, and we do not fall under the hypotheses of the regulatory documents

defining a conflict of interest.

Conclusion

Based on everything presented in this opinion, | am convinced that the
candidate's scientific output, his teaching and administrative skills and the
accumulated practical experience are sufficient grounds for me to vote "yes" and to
recommend to the esteemed scientific jury and the Faculty Council of the Faculty of
Humanities of the University of Sofia to elect Emil lvanov PhD as Associate Professor

in the professional field 2.4. Religion and Theology (Church Archaeology).
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