STATEMENT

by Prof. Dr. Theodor Bozhidarov Stoychev,

Professor at Shumen University ''Bishop Konstantin Preslavski'' in
connection with a competition for the academic position of '' ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR" in: field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional
field 2.4. Religion and Theology (specialty ''Church Archaeology''), for the
needs of the Department of Theology at Shumen University, announced in
State Gazette No. 65/ 02.08 2024, with candidate Assoc. Prof. Dr. EMIL
VASILEV IVANOV

The only candidate for the competition, Priest associate professor Emil
Ivanov. He was born in 1970 in Panagyurishte. In 1996 he defended his Master's
degree in Theology from the Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski. In 2002 he
received the degree of Doctor of Education from Friedrich Alexander University
in Erlagen - Niirnberg, Germany. He is an Associate Professor of Church
Archaeology at Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski. He has taught, participated
in scientific conferences and research projects, including international ones. He
has also participated in field archaeological excavations.

Associate Professor Ivanov submitted for the competition scientific
production, which includes one monograph, 23 studies and articles published in
our and foreign publications. In the competition documentation 11 citations of his
publications by national and foreign authors are presented.

The monographic study "Orthodoxy versus Gothic Arianism in the Sixth
Century. According to Historical and Archaeological Evidence" examines the
historical and archaeological evidence for Gothic Arianism during the reigns of
the Gothic King Theodoric the Great (474-526) and Emperor Justinian I (527-

565). The work is divided into two parts, which analyze the formation and



territories of possession of the Ostrogothic kingdom, as well as its relations with
the Eastern Empire (Byzantium) in the 5th and 6th centuries.

Associate Professor Ivanov traces the development of Arianism, examining
the historical circumstances and theological aspects that shaped it. He makes a
strong case that Arianism was one of the factors that crystallized Christian
Trinitarian theology.

The contribution of the study, however, is not so much in the historical-
theological evaluation of the events, but in the incorporation of architectural and
iconographic evaluations that come through the Christian monuments in Ravenna.
He analyzes not only the achitectural details but also the theological saturation of
the temple art, proving that the mosaic compositions are a reflection of theological
disputes and through them we can read the dogmatic decisions of each of the
religious groups, orthodox and Arian. The work is undoubtedly distinguished by
its source comprehensiveness and its skilful and critical handling of the scholarly
theories on the problem, which gives it a serious scholarly character. In my
opinion, Priest Emil Ivanov followed an approach that is distinguished by
scientific sobriety, which is evident from the positive evaluations he gave, for
example, to the policies of the Gothic King Theodoric the Great, as well as from
negative evaluations of some of the political and religious decisions of Emperor
Justinian. This means that the scholar does not biasedly side with the orthodox
emperor in order to denigrate the Arian king in every respect.

My subjective opinion is that the historical parts of the work could have
been a bit shorter at the expense of more in-depth theological polemic, but this is
of course a personal decision of each researcher. At the same time, the study
contributes to a better understanding of the political motivation behind the
religious conflict, which is important for understanding the nature of the
relationship between the Goths and the Byzantines.

I appreciate the monographic work of Assoc. prof. Emil Ivanov, as a

valuable and fully contributory study, with the introduction and interpretation of



a significant array of information, the result of many years of research conducted
personally by the author. The monograph and the other publications show priest
Emil Ivanov as an extremely thorough researcher. The reference attached to the
documentation is a good indicator of his authority as a scholar.

That 1s why I find it justified to recommend the scientific jury to vote
positively for the election of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emil Vassilev Ivanov to the
academic position of Associate Professor for the needs of the Shumen University

,,Bishop Konstantin Preslavsky*®.
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