REVIEW

by DSc. Stoyan Iliev Chilikov, Associate Professor of Paisii Hilendarski

University of Plovdiv

of the materials submitted for participation in the competition
for the academic position of ¢ Associate professor’

at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Scumen

in the field of higher education: 2. Humanities, Professional field: 2.4 Religion
and Theology
(CHURCH ARCHEOLOGY )

In the competition for ‘associate professor’, announced in the State Gazette,
issue 65 of 02. 08. 2024 and in the website of Konstantin Preslavsky University
of Scumen

for the needs of the Faculty of Humanities, as a candidate participates Emil

Vasilev Ivanov.

1. General presentation of the received materials

Subject:

By order of the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Scumen
I have been appointed a member of the scientific jury-of a competition for the
academic position of 'associate professor' in Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Scumen in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, Professional field: 2.4
Religion and Theology (CHURCH ARCHEOLOGY ), announced for the needs
of the Faculty of Humanities.

Documents for participation in the announced competition have been

submitted by the only candidate Associate Professor Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov.



Presented by Associate Professor Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov set of paper
materials is in accordance with the Regulations for the development of the
academic staff of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Scumen, and includes the
following documents:

- Application for admission to the competition;

- Autobiography

- Diploma for Master's degree;

- Diploma for PhD degree;

-Diploma for Associate professor;

- List of scientific works;

- Information on compliance with the minimum national requirements;

- Annotations of the materials;

- Declaration of originality and authenticity of the attached documents;

. - Certificate of work experience;
- Documents for educational work;

- Documents for scientific-research work.

The candidate has -submitted a total of 23 scientific papers, of which 1
monograph and 22 articles.

I have the honor and the privilege of knowing the candidate for participation
in the competition Assoc. Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov from our student years at SU
"St. Kliment Ohridski". I have witnessed his academic development and growth.
Emil Ivanov has a bachelor's and master's degree in theology at the "St. Kliment
Ohridski" from 1996. Then in 2002 is defending a doctoral thesis in the field of
Church Archeology and Christian Art at the Friedrich-Alexander University in
Erlangen (Germany). There have been multiple specializations in mostly German
universities: at the Eastern Church Institute in Regensburg, the Archaeological
Institute in Berlin, the Archaeological Institute in Rome, the University of
Marburg, the Bavarian Academy of Sciences, the American Research Center in

Sofia. He has been invited several times as a guest lecturer at mainly German



universities: the Friedrich-Schiller University of Jena and the Ludwig-
Maximilians University in Munich. Assoc. Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov is a
participant and leader of Bulgarian and foreign scientific projects. He was an
assistant manager or consultant of archaeological excavations and studies in
various sites in Bulgaria (Urvich, Anchialo, Rakitovo, Pliska and Peshtera). The
candidate for participation in the competition has a solid and extensive scientific
research and teaching experience. Initially, he was a part-time assistant at VIU
"St. St. Cyril and Methodius" (Orthodox Theological Faculty), then he was a
research assistant in the State Archives in Bamberg (Germany), he was
successively appointed as a regular assistant of the BF at SU "St. Kliment
Ohridski" and for Associate Professor of Christian Archeology with procedure
from VAK 2009. From 2017-2024 is the head of the Southeast European-
Bulgagian Cultural Institute (Methodiev Center) in the city of Erlangen in

Germany.

Evaluation of scientific activity

The scientific interests and contributions of Assoc. Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov
is mainly in the field of Church Archaeology, where he is also habilitated with a
VAK procedure from the city of May 2009. Given this, I will not re-evaluate his
scientific contributions, especially since I believe that Assoc. Dr. Emil Vasilev
Ivanov is a proven serious scientist and researcher not only in Bulgaria, but also
abroad. Therefore, I will point out only the most important contributing moments
of his monographic work from 2012.

The scientific work "Orthodoxy versus Gothic Arianism in the sixth century
according to historical and archaeological evidence" is a serious scientific work
that contains all the characteristic features of a monographic habilitation work,
and was highly appreciated by the academic board in 2012. and published in the
Yearbook of the Faculty of Theology in 2015.

The text of the essay makes a deep scientific analysis of the main
archaeological monuments of the 6th century, in which the perichoresis between
archaeology, history and theology is skillfully used, with the help of which the

author does his research and reaches certain conclusions. Although a lot has been



written on the subject, this is the first text in Bulgarian in which the author,
through his historical theological analysis, draws conclusions about the main
archaeological monuments from Ravenna in the 6th century.

In addition to the extensive scientific study of the Arian and Orthodox
archaeological monuments from the 6th century, on the basis of which the author
offers his own scientific conclusions, the text illustrates the connection of the
Arian archaeological monuments with iconoclasm and Nestorianism based on the
erroneous Arian Christology.

The remaining 22 scientific works of Associate Professor Emil Vassilev
Ivanov complement what I have already said about his scientific appearance as an
established scientist and researcher who successfully combines history,
archaeology, art and theology. This synthesis is very important for understanding

and reading the monuments of ancient Christian culture.

4. Critical notes and recommendations.

The candidate for participation in the competition has his own scientific ideas,
views, which can certainly be disputed. In fact, however, they reveal his research
approach and the signature of an individual scientist and researcher, who does not
uncritically repeat what was written by scientists and researchers before him, but
uses it critically, defending his theses and hypotheses in a reasoned and consistent
way.

I have no serious remarks and recommendations regarding the colleague's
scientific output, especially since he is already an established scientist and
researcher, habilitated associate professor from the VAK. I am convinced that the
Department of Theology at the Faculty of Humanities of Shumen University
"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" will gain by attracting a talented and promising

scientist and researcher like the colleague Assoc. Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov.



CONCLUSION

After getting acquainted with the materials and scientific works presented in the
competition, analyzing their significance I find it reasonable to give my positive
assessment to the candidate in the competition. Therefore, I would like to
recommend to the Scientific Jury to prepare a report-proposal to the Faculty
Council of the Faculty of Theology for election of Assoc. Dr. Emil Vasilev
Ivanov at the academic position of ‘associate professor’ at the Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Scumen in the field of higher education education 2.
Humanities, Professional field: 2.4 Religion and Theology (CHURCH
ARCHEOLOGY ).

Reviewer: .i?’.] .......

(Associate Professor Dr. Stoyan Chilikov)
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