ASSESSMENT
of

DR. EMIL VASILEV IVANOV’S APPLICATION
FOR EMPLOYMENT AS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
IN THE PROFESSIONAL FIELD 2.4. RELIGION AND THEOLOGY
(CHURCH ARCHAEOLOGY),
State Gazette Ne 65/02.08.2024, at the Faculty of Humanities,
The Constantine of Preslav University of Shumen
by Prof. Ivan Christov, PhD, Faculty of Theology, e-mail: ichri@theo.uni-sofia.bg,
Enrolled in the Registry of Academic Recognition at the National Centre for Information and
Documentation (Article 2b, para. 2 of the Act of development of academic staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria) under Ne 13130
Tlee only candidate: Dr. Emil Vasilev Ivanov

At the beginning of my review I will give, as usual, an assessment of the candidate's academic

merits and the legality of the procedure.

I. Data about the candidate
Dr. Emil Ivanov has completed higher theological education in 1996 at the Sofia University
“St. Kliment Ohridski”. Then, in 2002, he obtained a doctoral degree in Archaeology and
Church Art at the Friedrich Alexander University, Erlangen, Germany. His research and
teaching activities began twenty-two years ago — after defending his doctorate, when he
became a part-time assistant at the VTU “St. St. Cyril and Methodius”. After another two
years, Emil Ivanov was accepted as a full-time assistant at the Faculty of Theology of the
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, and in 2016 he was elected by the Higher Attestation
Commission of Bulgaria as an Associate Professor in Church Archaeology at the same faculty.
For the next seven years, from 2017 to 2024, he headed the Southeast European-Bulgarian
Cultural Institute (Methodius Center) in Erlangen, Germany. On the topic of the competition,
Emil Ivanov has specialized in Regensburg, Berlin, Marburg, Munich and Rome. The
candidate participates in six international and national scholar societies.
Emil Ivanov's research output over the past years numbers 45 publications, of which 4
monographs. The presented reference shows that the works with which he participated in the
competition have 11 citations in Bulgarian and international publications.

My personal impressions from the academic contacts with the candidate and his



experience of participating in research projects gave me reason to invite him to the national
project with international participation of scholars from six nationalities “Bogomilism in
History and in the Present Day” (FNI No. KP-06-N80/8 of 08.12.2023).

In essence, Dr. Emil Ivanov already has the academic title of “Associate Professor”,
because it was awarded to him by the Higher Attestation Commission of Bulgaria, but taking
this academic position at the Constantine of Preslav University implies participating in a
competition.

The high academic qualities of Dr. Emil Ivanov, his age at which his research potential
is expected to fully unfold, as well as his good international contacts make him a suitable
candidate for the academic position of “Associate Professor” at the Faculty of Humanities at
the Constantine of Preslav University of Shumen.

II. Data about the Procedure

The current competition for Associate Professor was started by order of the Constantine of
Preslav University of Shumen’s Rector Ne PJT 16-181/31.10.2024 at the proposal of the FC of
the Faculty of Humanities (Protocol Ne ®J] 02-02/18.10.2024). The order defines the
parameters of the procedure and the composition of the scientific jury. At its first meeting
(Protocol Ne 07.11.2024), the jury judged that the only candidate, Dr. Emil Ivanov convincingly
meets the requirements of ZRASRB, PPZRASRB and PURPNSZADSU. The certificate
presented by him for the fulfillment of the minimum national requirements has 465 points in
the professional field, and all publications are on the subject of the competition. Taking into
account the presented evidence, the scientific jury admitted to evaluation the pieces of research
presented by Dr. Emil Ivanov in the competition for the academic position “Associate
Professor” in the professional field: 2.4. Religion and Theology (Church Archaeology). The
deadline for submitting the reviews and assessments was set at 03.01.2025, and the date for the
final meeting — 21.01.2025. All deadlines from this decision have been met and the procedure

is correct in every respect.

III. Review of publications

Dr. Ivanov participates in the competition with one monograph, three studia and nineteen
articles. The book “Orthodoxy against Gothic Arianism in the 6th Century according to
Historical and Archaeological Evidence” is presented as a habilitation monographic work. It
is published in the Annual of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Faculty of Theology,
new series, vol. 7, Sofia 2012 (ISSN: 1310-0319, COBISS.BG-ID — 68043528). The



monograph is original and has a contributing character. This is a mature study, the result of
many years of devoted research.

The habilitation work, in the amount of 502 pages, consists of a preface, an introduction,
two parts, including a total of eight chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography. A list of
abbreviations has also been added, as well as appendices with excerpts from historical sources
in Bulgarian translation.

The scientific-critical apparatus contains 1520 footnotes, a bibfiography and 171 black-
and-white reproductions — personal photographs and archival copies, drawings, plans and
models of churches. The bibliography includes a total of 794 titles, which testifies to the
candidate’s mastery of the source material and secondary research. It is divided into four
rubrics:

*The sources in Cyrillic (translations into Bulgarian and Russian) contain 20 titles.

The sources in Latin include an impressive number of 203 titles. Here, however, the
author can be criticized because he did not separate the translations into modern Western
languages, as well the Greek and Latin sources, but put them in one rubric on the principle that
the titles of the respective editions are in Latin.

The studies in Cyrillic include 121 titles in Bulgarian and Russian.

The studies in Latin contain 450 titles in German, Italian, French and English. Online
publications that the author used in his research are also listed here. It would be better if they
were listed in a separate section and the date of access was indicated.

The literature is relevant to the topic of the monographic study, and its richness testifies
to the conscientious work of the candidate.

In its content, the monograph is dedicated to the historical and archaeological evidence
of Gothic Arianism during the reign of the king Theodoric the Great (474-526) and Emperor
Justinian I (527-565).

In the Preface, the author presents his motives for elaborating on this topic and makes
a brief overview of the current state of research.

In the Introduction, the sources on the topic are presented.

The monograph main part is divided into two partitions, analyzing the historical and
archaeological evidence, respectively. The candidate identifies three main problems based on
historical and archaeological sources: The first is related to the formation and territories of the
Ostgothic Kingdom, as well as its relations with the Eastern Empire (Byzantium) in the 5th and
6th centuries. The second consists in the study of its late antique culture based on the historical

and artistic-material sources in the former Gothic temples in Ravenna, as well as the



preservation of the remains of this culture in the European documentary archives of Italy,
Germany and Bulgaria. An author’s significant contribution is the introduction into scholar
circulation of unpublished historical and archaeological evidence on the topic, including
materials from the photographic archives of the “Herziana Library”, the Central Institute for
Documentation and Cataloguing (ICCD) in Rome, and the State Archives of Ravenna. Thirdly,
the author analyzes the difference between the Gothic temples in Ravenna and the Orthodox
churches of Ravenna and highlights the anti-Arian message in the latter and their importance
for the triumph of Orthodoxy. The monographic work has the approval of the academic
community at the Faculty of Theology of the Sofia University and was adopted at a meeting of
the Specialized Scientific Council on Theology on 14.12.2009. It was printed in the Annual of
Sofia University - Faculty of Theology, new series, volume 7 in 2012 at the University
PublisBing House “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

The rest of the candidate's research includes studia and articles relevant to the topic of
the competition. In them, he contributes to the church archaeology and its teaching in our
country.

The studia and the articles with which Dr. Ivanov participates in the competition
reveal his interdisciplinary interests, which give his research even greater weight.

The following publications are dedicated to various aspects of church archaeology
and church art in historical terms:

v’ Die Entwicklung der theologischen Schule der Christlichen Archdologie in
Bulgarien (in the list under Ne 3). It is significant that the presentation of
Christian archaeology in Bulgaria has been entrusted to Dr. Ivanov. This
testifies to his international authority in the field.

v" Rila-Kloster (in the list under Ne 6). As in the case of the above publication, the
invitation to contribute this article to the specialized series Religion in der
Geschichte und Gegenwart testifies to the international authority of the
candidate.

v’ Apokallypsedarstellungen in der nachbyzantinischen Kunst (in the list under Ne
4)

v' Konstantin und Helena in der Kunst der Ostkirche (in the list under Ne 8)

V' Orthodox iconography: tradition and innovation (in Bulgarian, in the list under
Ne 10)

V' Reconstruction and adaptation of non-Christian buildings with a special focus

on the late antique floor mosaic in the south church of the basilica in Aquileia



(in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 13)

A wrongly dated sarcophagus in the National Museum of Natural History, Sofia
(in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 14)

More about the Svishtov Church “Holy Trinity” (in Bulgarian, in the list under
Ne 16)

Fragmentum anonymum (in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 17)

Some aspects of contemporary Christian art (in Bulgaﬁan, in the list under No
20)

Theodoric the Great and the Ostogoths on the Balkans (474-488 r.) (in
Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 23).

Of more theoretical nature in the field of church archaeology and church art are

the publications, studying iconographic programs, historical-dogmatic foundations, and

general theological aspects:

v

<

Iconographic Interpretations of Theological Themes in Pseudo-Dionysius The
Areopgaite and in St. Gregory Palamas and the Reception of these Themes by
Meister Eckhart (in the list under Ne 2);

Das Bildprogramm der Wasserweihephialen (in the list under Ne 5)

Sophia, die Weisheit Gottes in der Theologie und Kunst (in the list under Ne 7)
Historical-dogmatic foundations for the Orthodox icon (in Bulgarian, in the list
under Ne 9)

Unknown images of St. Spyridon in Albania. Contribution to the iconography
of the saint (in Bulgarian,co-authored with A. Trifonova, in the list under Ne 11)
Influence of theological polemics in the 4th century on the iconography of

sarcophagus sculpture (in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 12)

The candidate has also published in other areas related to the subject of the

competition:

In the field of archival science is his article The Role of Photographic Archives in

Contemporary Libraries on the Methods and Work of Historical and Archaeological Research

(in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 18),

In the field of church pilgrimage is the article: Organization and purpose of

pilgrimage trips to church shrines in Bulgaria (in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 15)

In the field of cultural studies and religious studies, are the articles:

v

The book miniature as additional visual information in the Middle Ages (in

Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 19).



V' Bulgarian Orthodoxy in a united Europe (in Bulgarian, in the list under Ne 21).
v’ “Cultural Revolution” or the profanation of religiosity (in Bulgarian, in the list

under Ne 22).

The above characterizes Dr. Ivanov as an accomplished expert in his field, who
would be useful to the Faculty of Humanities and has all the qualities to be elected as

an Associate Professor.

In my opinion, the contributions to the field in the applicant's attached reference are
formulated correctly and correspond to his real achievements.
I declare that Dr. Emil Ivanov and me have no activities in commen falling under the

hypotheses of the normative documents as a conflict of interest.
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IV. Conclusion

The given data testify to the full compliance of the candidate with the legal requirements for
taking the academic position of “Associate Professor”. In view of the above and in connection
with Art. 111 para. (2) to PURPNSZADSU, I give him a positive assessment and recommend
to the respected members of the Scientific Jury to allow Dr. Emil Ivanov to the election by the
Faculty Council for the academic position of “Associate Professor” in professional field 2.4.
Religion and theology (Church Archaeology). I appeal to the Faculty Council to award it to

him.

;  DigHally signed by IVAN
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03.01.2025 . (Prof. Dr. 1. Christov)



