OPINION

by
Prof. Dr. Habil. Stella Milcheva Doncheva

Regarding the announced competition for the award of the academic position
"Associate Professor", field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.4.
Religion and Theology (Church Archaeology) at the Shumen University ''Bishop
Konstantin Preslavski'', with a single candidate, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emil Vassilev Ivanov

The competition is announced in accordance with the requirements of Art. 25 of the
Law on the Promotion of Higher Education and Research in the Republic of Bulgaria and by
decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Humanities (Protocol Ne.
FD-02-02/18.10.2024) in accordance with Art. 69, para. 1 and para. 2 of the Regulations for
the Development of the Academic Staff at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski". The competition is announced in the State Gazette No. 65/02.08.2024.

= 1. Brief introduction of the candidate

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emil Vassilev Ivanov was born on 4.06.1970 in the town of
Panagyurishte. He received his secondary special education in 1989 at the Art School for
Applied Arts in the town of Troyan. He continued his education at the Sofia University "St.
Kliment Ohridski", graduating with a Master's degree in Theology in 1996. He pursued a
Master's degree in Archacology at the Friedrich-Alexander University, Erlangen, Germany,
which he defended in 1999, and in 2002 he also received the degree "Doctor of Church
Archaeology" at the same university. The academic activity of Dr. Emil Ivanov continued with
his election as Associate Professor of Church Archaeology in 2010 at the Bulgarian Higher
Attestation Commission. At the same time, he is a lecturer in Church Archaeology at the Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski", first as an assistant and then as an associate professor. From
2006 to 2018, he was also a guest lecturer at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich, and
the Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena, Germany.

Assoc. Prof. Ivanov's research experience is rich and diverse. It includes both studies
in the field of theology and archaeology. In the period 2003-2004 he was a research associate
at the State Archives Bamberg in Germany. At the same time (2004-2006), Emil Ivanov was
the head of the project "Documentation of Monasteries in the Sofia Diocese of the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church" (SU, BgF), and in 2010-2013 he was a co-author in the international project
"Prosopography in Church Archaeology" and worked on the documentation of early Christian
and medieval monuments in Albania. At the same time, in 2009-2010 he participated in training
in archival digitization at the Bavarian State Library in Munich and training in archiving and
maintenance of museum photo archives at the German Archaeological Institute in Rome. The
same year he specialized at the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin, and from 2009-2013
he was a scientific consultant at the archaeological excavations of Urvich (Kokalyane) and the
medieval necropolis in Auhialo. In 2009-2013 he was the deputy head of archaeological
excavations at the late antique and medieval fortress "Kulata-gradot" in Rakitovo. From 2017
to 2024 Emil Ivanov is the head of the Southeast European-Bulgarian Cultural Institute
(Methodological Center) in the town of Ellwangen, Germany.

The scientific research work of Assoc. Prof. Emil Ivanov is also combined with active
popularization activities, among which are a series of exhibitions: Documentary scientific



exhibition "140 years of Bulgarian-German diplomatic relations - archival evidence"
Munich-Berlin-Ell wangen, German language with materials from the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, German archives and libraries in Munich, Berlin and Coburg; "Acad. Ivan Goshev
(1892-1965). A life for the benefit of science", Ellwangen; Documentary exhibition "Five
years of archaeological research of the late antique-medieval fortress "Kulata-gradot" in
Rakitovo" -Limes Museum Aalen, Germany; "Albanie - cunnue et inconnue" - documentary
scientific exhibition for the XXII International Congress of Byzantine Studies, Sofia, based on
personal research and materials from the photographic archive of the University of Marburg,
etc.

Against the background of the active scientific and teaching activity in the field of
theology and archaeology of late antiquity and the early Middle Ages, the candidate's rich
linguistic background and fluency in five languages --Russian, German, English, Greek and
Italian - are impressive, which is a very good basis for successful academic and popularization
work, also proven by the rich bibliographic reference.

2. Description of the submitted materials
» The set of materials submitted by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emil Ivanov on electronic media is in
accordance with the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff of the Shumen
University "Bishop Konstantin Preslaveki", and includes all necessary and required documents
according to the ZRASRB and the University Regulations. The same materials are also
presented on paper.

3. Compliance with the minimum national requirements

The already required reference for the candidate's scientific activity in terms of
scientometric indicators has been prepared accurately and shows full coverage of the
requirements formulated under Art. 2b of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in
the Republic of Bulgaria under Art. la, para. 1 and the annex thereto (Area 2. Humanities. Table
1) of the Regulations for its implementation. Emil Ivanov has a defended doctoral dissertation
(indicator 1) and the academic position of "associate professor" before the Higher Attestation
Commission. He participated in the current competition with a total of 23 publications and one
monograph out of a total of 37 publications and six monographs. Thus, after summing up the
final result, it turns out that Assoc. Prof. Emil Ivanov participated in the competition with a
total of 465 points out of the required 400 points, which covers the minimum national
requirements for holding the position of "Associate Professor".

4. Analytical characteristics of the candidate's scientific activity

As he himself defines the directions of his scientific activities over the years, the
colleague Emil Ivanov works mainly in two thematic scientific directions, which at first glance
are quite diverse, but in fact show durability and consistency in his interests. One of them is
related to church archaeology, and the other research field concerns the theological justification
of the architectural environment and the iconographic interpretation in it.

The main emphasis in the publications attached to the competition is the candidate's
monographic work entitled "Orthodoxy against Gothic Arianism in the 6th century according
to historical and archaeological evidence". - Yearbook of Sofia University "St. Kliment
Ohridski", Faculty of Theology, vol. 7, Sofia 2012 in a volume of 502 pages. The monograph
examines a topic that is poorly represented in Bulgarian historiography, which is the historical



and archaeological evidence for Gothic Arianism during the reign of the Gothic king Theodoric
the Great (474-526) and Emperor Justinian I (527-565). It is divided into two parts, which
mainly examine three importunt problems based on historical and archaeological sources: The
formation and territories of the Ostrogothic Kingdom, as well as its relations with the Eastern
Empire (Byzantium) in the 5th and 6th centuries, its late antique culture and the preservation of
the remains of this culture in the European documentary archives of Italy, Germany and
Bulgaria. Presented with skill and ability to handle sources and facts, both unpublished
historical and archaeological evidence, including materials from the photographic archives of
the "Herziana Library" at the Central Institute for Documentation and Cataloguing in Rome and
the State Archives in Ravenna. The author's personal contribution consists not only in writing
the work, but also in personally photographing the archival copies, drawings, plans and models
of churches and introducing them into scientific circulation. A successful addition to this topic
is the publication "Theodoric the Great and the Ostrogoths of the Balkans (474-488)", where
some sources and archaeological material are published for the first time.

A successful creative breakthrough is the article "Iconographic Interpretations of the
Theological Themes in Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite and St. Gregory Palamas, and the
Reception of These Themes in Meister Johannes Eckhart", which offers a new reading of a rare
iconographic theme in medieval Christian art - Sophia, the Wisdom of God. Its reassessment
and flourishing precisely in the 14th century brings together several possible source factors and
personalities related to the theme, those in the theological and philosophical polemics of
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite (5th century), St. Gregory Palamas (+1359) and Johannes
Eckhart (+1328). The discovery and spread of the iconography of "Sophia, the Wisdom of God"
in the 14th century also corresponds with the rise and new reading of the works of
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite in Byzantium, as well as the spread of the teachings of St.
Gregory Palamas in the Balkans.

The author's personal contribution and his ability to handle archival units is
particularly emphasized in the study "The Development of the Theological School of Church
Archaeology in Bulgaria", which is part of an international project on "Prosopography for
Church Archaeology" of the Scientific Institute "Campo Santo Teutonico" of the
"Gorres-Gesellschaft" foundation in Rome (Vatican). The text in it is based on sources from the
personal archives of researchers Ivan Goshev, Krustyu Miyatev, Teofil Ivanov and others. The
scientific article "Images of the Apocalypse in Post-Byzantine Art" offers for the first time
published sketches from the personal archive of Dimitar Zograf with author's notes, as well as
redrawn copies of compositions of scenes from the Apocalypse and the Last Judgment by his
brother Zahari Zograf. It is interesting that the copies of the Bulgarian icon painters repeat
the illustrations on the theme of Albrecht Durer from the 16th century for the German
translation of the Bible. This direction is complemented by the article "Rila Monastery",
which includeés the most important aspects of the history of architecture, Christian
iconography and treasury of the Rila Monastery, and the materials in it are published for the
first time in a foreign language with this content and volume.

A whole series of articles examines different perspectives of iconography and its
interpretation in the light of theological thought during its emergence and development and
over time. Such are the publications "Sophia, God's Wisdom in Theology and Art", which
examines the sources in the theological medieval hymnographic and interpretative Orthodox
biblical tradition; the publication "St. St. Constantine and Helena in Orthodox Art", which
examines the iconographic evidence for the development of the iconography of the two saints;



the article "Historical and Dogmatic Foundations of the Orthodox Icon", which deduces the
interrelationship between basic iconographic compositions and individual themes with accents
on medieval Orthodox art and the dogmatic definitions of the ecumenical and some local church
councils. We cannot ignore the study "Orthodox Iconography: Tradition and Innovation", in
which the author draws out the relationship between established iconographic traditions and
their unchanged application to hymnographic traditions in the history of modern Orthodox
churches. A contribution to the clarification of the iconography of some less well-known saints
is the article and publication "Unknown Images of St. Spyridon in Albania. Contribution to the
Iconography of the Saint", which presents for the first time new unexplored images of St.
Spyridon from the interior mural decoration of churches and monasteries in Central and
Southern Albania from the 17th and 18th centuries.

Several authorial works are related to the sculptural plastic art on ancient sarcophagi,
and a new dating is also proposed, based on an analysis of the plot interpretation of the images.
Such are the publication "Influence of theological polemics in the 4th century on the
iconography of sarcophagus plastic art", which examines the impact of theology and the
conclusions of the ecumenical and local councils in the 4th century on the themes and
decogation of early Christian sarcophagi from the same period, and the results are published for
the first time. The publications "A wrongly dated sarcophagus in the National Museum of
Modern Art, Sofia" and "Fragmentum anonymum", which offers the attention of the scientific
community a newly discovered Roman ancient sarcophagus from Sapareva Banya, also contain
significant moments.

Emil Ivanov's attention is also directed to mosaic art, which is particularly clearly
manifested in his work "Recenstruction and Adaptation of Non-Christian Buildings with a
Special Consideration of the Late Antique Floor Mosaic in the South Church of the Basilica in
Aquileia", where he presents one of the preserved examples of the change and adaptation of
public basilicas and antique buildings for the needs of early Christian church communities
during the reign of Emperor Constantine I (324-337). The article also draws parallels with other
similar late antique monuments for the first time. The role of the "Book Miniature as Additional
Visual Information in the Middle Ages" is presented in the publication of the same name, which
presents the relationship between text and image in the medieval miniature and their connection
with examples from the early Christian miniature. The methodology of working in archives and
processing data from such is devoted to the article "The Role of Photographic Archives in
Modern Libraries for the Methods and Work in Historical and Archaeological Research" and
the experience of the college in Rome and Germany.

The connection with modernity and the role of the church in it is also reflected in
several consecutive publications entitled "Some Aspects of Contemporary Christian Art",
which presents aspects of the development of contemporary Christian art from the post-war
period in Europe and the understanding of church interiors; the publication "Bulgarian
Orthodoxy in United Europe", with a commentary on the Western public media and the reaction
of the Orthodox diasporas in Europe. The main question is also raised, is the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church ready to respond to the challenges of dynamically changing societies in the
United Europe? The publication "Organization and Purpose of Pilgrimages to Church Shrines
in Bulgaria" also sounds contemporary and relevant, which makes sense of church art in the
context of the new mass trend in tourism. It presents the danger of imposing a wrong model of
profanation of church shrines and ancient historical places of Christianity, their history and the
actual experience of pilgrims. With this emphasis I will conclude what has been said so far,



with which the field of the candidate's research activity is by no means exhausted.

Summing up, I must note that the archaeological and theological studies of Assoc.
Prof. Dr. Emil Vassilev Ivanov always trace the specific cultural facts against the broad
comparative background of Bulgarian and Western traditions and seek the place of the complex
crossroads between them. He pays particular attention to the historical perspective and the roots
of the phenomena, focusing especially on those of them that are related to the transition of
Balkan societies to modemity. He skillfully and with insight establishes the connection between
the archaeological perspective and theological imagery. Despite the exceptional attention he
pays to individual facts, he never remains only at their level, but reaches important
generalizations and theoretical propositions on the researched material, the result of its deep
understanding and its situating in the general cultural context of the Bulgarian Middle Ages. In
many cases, Emil Ivanov is one of the first researchers to develop a new thematic field. The
theses and conclusions in his publications are recognized and repeatedly cited by the Bulgarian
and foreign colleagues.

5. Assessment of the candidate's personal contribution

»  The personal contribution of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emil Ivanov is beyond doubt. In all
publications, he demonstrates excellent knowledge of the scientific literature on each of the
issues considered and undoubted professional competence in a wide range of problems. At the
same time, he introduces new material and new scientific approaches to the scientific problem,
which could not be anyone's, except his personal merit. To this we must add the research and
documentation of the monasteries in the Sofia region, the archive of Acad. Ivan Goshev in the
Scientific Archive of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the documentation of Roman
sarcophagi in Bulgaria, the discovery and documentation of the murals from the Kulata fortress
near Rakitovo and the medieval necropolis of Anhialo, and the candidate's contribution to the
results obtained is indisputable.

CONCLUSION

After reviewing the materials and scientific papers submitted in the competition and
analyzing their significance and the scientific contributions contained therein, I find it
reasonable to give my positive assessment and recommend to the Scientific Jury to prepare a
report-proposal to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Humanities at the Shumen University
"Bishop Konstantin Preslavski" for the election of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Emil Vassilev Ivanov to the
academic position of "Associate Professor" at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski", Department of Theology, professional field 2.4. Religion and Theology (Church
Archaeology), field of higher education 2. Humanities. -
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