REVIEW

from
Prof. D.Sc. Venka Petrova Kuteva — Tsvetkova,
member of the scientific jury
on a competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor"
at Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin of Preslav"

Field of higher education: 1. Pedagogical sciences.

Professional field: 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Methodology of teaching
German)

Promulgated: in the "State Gazette", issue 105/13.12.2024 for the needs of
the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin of Preslav"

Candidate for the competition: lecturer Dr. Neli Hristova Miteva, Shumen
University "Bishop Konstantin of Preslav", Faculty of Humanities, Department of
German Studies

I. Competition details

The competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" in
Methodology of German Language Teaching at the Shumen University "Bishop
Konstantin of Preslav" was announced in the State Gazette No. 105 of 13.12.2024.
All requirements of the Law and the University Regulations regarding the
acquisition of scientific degrees and holding academic positions have been met.
Lecturer Dr. Neli Hristova Miteva is the only candidate in the competition.

The candidate has fulfilled the minimum national requirements for holding
academic position of "Associate Professor" under Article 2b of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria.

There is no proven plagiarism in the scientific works in accordance with the
statutory procedure. The candidate has attached declarations of authorship and non-
repeatability of the data presented in the references, as well as a protocol of a check
carried out through an anti-plagiarism system.

IL. Candidate details

Dr. Neli Miteva was born in 1971 in the town of Shumen. She graduated from
the "Geo Milev" Language High School in the town of Dobrich. She has a master's
degree in German Philology and is a teacher of German in a secondary school. In
the period 2001 - 2004 she was a full-time doctoral student in Methodology of
German Language Teaching at the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin of
Preslav". In 2008 she defended her dissertation on the topic "German Language
Literacy in the Initial Stage of the Basic Educational Degree" and received the
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scientific and educational degree "doctor" in Methodology of German Language
Teaching. For several years she worked as a German teacher in various schools in
the town of Shumen. In 1999 she was appointed to the Shumen University "Bishop
Konstantin of Preslav", Faculty of Humanities, Department of German Studies,
successively passing through the academic positions of assistant, senior assistant and
chief assistant. Since 2015 she has been an Associate Professor.

Since 2017, she has been working in the Federal Republic of Germany - at the
Start OOD Vocational Training Center, Ludwigslust. In the period 2019 - 2024, she
trained migrants at the SBW educational center, Schwerin.

In November 2024, she was appointed as a lecturer, PhD, at the Shumen
University "Bishop Konstantin of Preslav", Faculty of Humanities, Department of
German Studies.

Dr. Neli Miteva has 12 specializations in Bulgarian and European universities.

She is actively involved in project work. The appendices list participation in
8 university, 1 inter-university, 2 national and 2 international projects.

She participates in international and national scientific forums with reports.

She speaks German in writing and speaking excellently, English in writing
and speaking very well and Russian - good.

She is a member of the Union of Germanists in Bulgaria.

I1L. Description of the scientific publications in the competition

The main publications for participation in the competition of Dr. Neli Miteva
are 18. Of these — 2 monographs, 16 scientific publications in specialized
publications.

Her scientific interests and publications can be systematized in the following
thematic areas:

» Key competencies in the academic sphere;

» Methodological and didactic aspects of foreign language teaching;

» Methodological and didactic aspects of teaching

* Intercultural communication,;

*» Pedagogy and psychology (Burnout);

In the monograph "Receptive Text Competence in the Academic Sphere.
University Publishing House '""Bishop K. Preslavski' Shumen, 2025, examines a
little-studied problem in Bulgaria of textual competences in scientific work.

At the center of the contemporary discussion on reforms in the field of
education is the issue of promoting competences that are important both during
studies and in professional realization. Of the competencies necessary for successful
studies, textual competence is the one that should be encouraged from the very
beginning. Several reasons can be named: When starting their studies, students are
expected to actively and consciously work with scientific texts. For many of them,
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this is associated with serious problems and difficulties that are not only due to the
fact that they are faced with requirements unknown at school. The “foreign
language” of science, its norms and conventions require competencies for academic
work that students have only partially acquired at school. The monograph seeks an
answer to the question of whether students’ difficulties in working with scientific
texts are due solely to their lack of knowledge of the language of science, or in Are
these difficulties based on other reasons?

Structurally, the monograph consists of 7 chapters. The main focus is oriented
towards textual competence and the existing discussion about its importance. The
emphasis is on receptive textual competence as a basis for developing skills for
writing an academic paper.

The first chapter briefly examines the reasons for the problems of first-year
students with academic work.

The second chapter makes a terminological distinction between textual
competence and related concepts.

Chapter three presents different definitions of textual, scientific and genre
textual competence.

Chapter four develops the subcomponents of textual competence and their
importance for academic work at the university.

Chapter five is related to the opportunities for acquiring textual competence.
It presents indicators of textual competence and examines the characteristics of text-
based communication, which play a decisive role in the process of its development.

The acquisition of scientific textual competence is presented in chapter six. It
summarizes the characteristics of the scientific style, which are crucial for successful
scientific work.

The last, seventh chapter is dedicated to the acquisition of receptive text
competence. The theoretical foundations presented in this chapter can serve to
facilitate the reading of scientific texts. It presents various strategies for "breaking
down" the texts, through which their argumentative structure can be developed.

It should be noted that the terminology used in the monograph is specific to
German-language scientific literature. Some of the terms mentioned have not
acquired citizenship in the Bulgarian language, which is why the text indicates a
proposal for their Bulgarian equivalents, and the original concepts are indicated in
brackets. At the end of the monograph, a reference book of the concepts used in the
text and suggestions for their correspondence in the Bulgarian language is offered.

The articles in the field of key competencies in the academic sphere (No. 3, 6, 8,
9, 12, 14, 15, 16) present individual aspects of this issue.

Among them, the publication "Informationskompetenz —  eine
Schluesselkompetenz in der Informationsgesellschaft von heute” [Information



competence — a key competence in the modern information society] (No. 9 of the
list of presented publications) is of interest. Information competence is considered
an important prerequisite for successful academic work within the framework of
academic education and as a decisive factor for professional development. Various
definitions of the concept and standards for information competence in the academic
sphere are presented. The presented dynamic model of information competence
illustrates the different phases associated with the successful search for information.
The presented reference framework for information competence can be applied to
measure information competence. Well-developed information competence allows
for a critical selection of the necessary information sources, for assessing their
reliability and relevance.

The monograph '"Burnout Syndrome in the Teaching Profession.
University Publishing House ""Bishop K. Preslavski'" Shumen, 2015" is a joint
publication.

The views of various authors on burnout syndrome are examined and
analyzed, and the results of an empirical study of burnout in the teaching profession
are presented. The theoretical part includes questions related to the history of the
syndrome, the definition of the concept, its symptoms. Some discussion problems
related to burnocut are presented, as well as possibilities for prevention and
prophylaxis. The role and tasks of teachers are examined, as well as problems in the
school and personal spheres that can lead to burnout. The causes and factors for the
occurrence of burnout in teachers are discussed, as well as various aspects of
preventing burnout in the professional group of teachers. The empirical study
establishes the extent to which Bulgarian teachers are burned out and in which of the
dimensions of the syndrome they are most vulnerable. The results of the study show
the current state of the phenomenon in 2010 - 2015 in Bulgaria against the
background of global trends. Based on the theoretical and empirical study,
recommendations have been made for reducing the impact of burnout in the teaching
profession.

Dr. Neli Miteva offers a number of studies in the field of methodological and
didactic aspects of teaching German as a foreign language (No. 4, No. 10). In
them we find highlighted main problems related to this issue.

Also of interest are the publications dedicated to methodological and
didactic aspects of teaching (No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 and No. 7).

In her scientific works, she also focuses on the problem of intercultural
communication (No. 13).

Among the publications, an important place is also occupied by topics related
to general pedagogical and psychological issues (No. 2, No. 11).



IV. Contributions

The contributions to the works of Dr. Neli Miteva are after receiving the ONS
"Doctor". They outline the framework of scientific and research searches, aimed at
deriving current solutions in the field of German language teaching methodology. I
accept the contributions presented by the candidate.

In accordance with the publications presented for participation in the
procedure, the following scientific and applied contributions can be highlighted:

Contributions of a scientific and theoretical nature

- A concept of textual competences is presented, which enriches and develops
the didactics of higher education.

- The concepts of textual competence, thematic textual competence, genre
textual competence, receptive textual competence are analyzed and on this basis
their definitions are derived.

- The causes of the problems of first-year students with academic work and
the factors that influence the acquisition of textual competence are examined.

- Media competence is studied as a key competence necessary for successful
learning in a digital environment and as an important factor in the learning process
that meets the needs of the Internet generation.

- Information competence is highlighted as an important prerequisite for
successful academic work within the framework of academic education and as a
decisive factor for professional development. Different definitions of the concept
and standards for information competence in the academic sphere are presented.

- Different models of Blended Language Learning are presented and
suggestions are made for organizing training.

Contributions of a practical nature

- An exemplary practical-applied model for the formation and development
of reading competencies has been proposed and tested.

- An empirical study has been conducted related to the burnout syndrome in
the teaching profession, which establishes the extent to which Bulgarian teachers are
burned out and what is the current state of the phenomenon in Bulgaria against the
background of global trends.

- The possibilities and dimensions of the CLIL approach (Content and
Language Integrated Learning) have been examined and the differences between this
approach and bilingual education have been indicated. The advantages and goals of
the approach have been examined.

V. Teaching activities
The teaching activity of Dr. Neli Miteva deserves to be highly appreciated.
An important aspect of her academic activity is precisely teaching.
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Dr. Neli Miteva leads lecture courses in Germanic Linguistics — Part 1 -
Phonetics, Key Competencies in the Academic Sphere — Part 1, 2, 3 and 4,
Methodology of Teaching German Language and Literature, Methodology of Early
Foreign Language Teaching, Academic Writing in German, Intercultural
Communication. She has developed 12 curricula.

She publishes various teaching materials. She has published 3 teaching aids.

She is actively involved in the preparation and implementation of current
pedagogical practice in German, pre-diploma pedagogical practice in German.

She participates in examination committees for conducting state exams and
defenses of diploma theses, as well as in committees for acquiring the PKS at DIKPO
— Varna.

She works actively with students. She supervises diploma projects.

Dr. Neli Miteva constantly monitors the latest developments in pedagogical
theory and practice. She uses modern teaching methods, which helps students in their
preparation.

In the competition documents, she lists 6 citations.

V1. Conclusion

The candidate for the announced competition, Dr. Neli Hristova Miteva, fully
meets the requirements of the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria and its Implementing Regulations.

Based on the data from this review, I strongly recommend that Dr. Neli
Hristova Miteva to be elected for the academic position of Associate Professor in
the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.3.
Pedagogy of teaching in ... (Methodology of teaching German) for the needs of the
Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin of Preslav”, regarding the competition
mentioned at the beginning, for which I vote positively.

March 17, 2025 Signature: . AR
Veliko Tarnovo (Prof. D.Sc. Venka Kuteva \[svetkova)



