Reviewer’s Opinion

by Assoc. Prof. Irina Nikolova Ivanova, PhD, from the Department of English
Studies, Faculty of Humanities at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen
Area of Higher Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Field 1.3. Pedagogy
of Teaching... (Methods in Teaching English), regarding the selection procedure

for the academic position of associate professor in the area of higher education 1.
Pedagogical Sciences, Professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of Teaching... (Methods in
teaching German), announced in the State Gazette No. 105 of 13.12.2024

Candidate: Neli Hristova Miteva, PhD, from Konstantin Preslavsky University of

Shumen, Faculty of Humanities, Department of German Studies

1. Selection procedure:

The selection procedure was carried out in accordance with the requirements of
the Regulations on the terms and conditions for acquiring degrees and occupying
academic positions at Shumen University. To the best of my knowledge, there have
been no violations in the procedure. The candidate meets the minimum national
requirements for occupying the academic position of associate professor under Art.
2b, para. 2 and 3 of the Law on the academic promotion of research staff in the

Republic of Bulgaria, and the respective regulation at Shumen University.

2. Candidate details

The only candidate in the selection procedure is Dr. Neli Hristova Miteva.
She has obtained a Master‘s degree in German Philology from the University of
Shumen and a PhD in German language teaching methodology, awarded by the

national Higher Attestation Commission. Before joining the University of



Shumen, Neli Miteva worked as a German language teacher. From 1999 to 2017
she consecutively held the positions of assistant professor, senior assistant
professor, and associate professor at the University of Shumen, before leaving the
university. Her research interests are in the field of German language teaching
methodology, pedagogy, phonetics and phonology, academic reading and writing,
key competencies in academic environment. During her employment period at the
university, Dr. Miteva gave lectures and seminars to students of German studies
and supervised their teaching practice. From 2017 to 2024, Dr. Miteva worked in

Germany as a German language teacher in different educational centers.

3. Research submitted for evaluation

Dr. Nely Miteva submitted 18 publications — research papers and monographs,
the main focus in which falls into 5 different areas: key competencies in academic
context (discussed mainly in the main monograph and some articles),
methodological and didactic aspects of education in general and foreign language

teaching in particular, intercultural communication, pedagogy, and psychology.

The monograph titled Receptive Text Competencies in Research raises the issue
of the importance of students’ understanding and mastering academic discourse for
the purposes of their academic studies and future research work. Textual competence
is examined, mainly through the prism of German-language research on the subject,
by differentiating basic concepts and reflecting on the reasons for students’
difficulties in understanding academic texts. It is rightly assumed that the
competencies for working with academic texts are developed through understanding
the norms of academic style, as well as through mastering the necessary reading
techniques, and strategies for structuring one’s argumentation in academic

discourse.



In presenting the positions of various, mainly German authors who have written
on the subject, the candidate has provided a detailed description of their advice and
recommendations, which gives the reader a comprehensive overview of an
established teaching methodology with the corresponding terminological base.
However, it would have been good to critically evaluate the described terminological
paradigms, as well as the similarities and differences between them. Some of the
quoted techniques are slightly perplexing, such as the following recommendation for
writing an academic summary, which is found on page 156: “In the left column of
the table, everything that is remembered from the read text should be recorded. If
the reader does not remember anything, it is advisable for them to write the sentence
“I do not remember” until they remember something from the text.” Such detailed
presentation of instructions and techniques makes this part of the monograph more
like a textbook on academic reading and writing, which, given that the text is
intended for the Bulgarian academic audience, should not be perceived as a

drawback.
4. Contributions of submitted papers to research in the area

The contributions of the monograph and the submitted papers to research can be
considered within the framework of descriptive-theoretical conceptualizations of
contemporary methodological concepts and approaches in teaching, such as
academic literacy, media competence, information competence, key competences,
burnout syndrome, content and language integrated learning, coaching, team-
teaching, blended learning, etc. The publications present mainly theoretical aspects
of the relevant phenomena in the contemporary educational environment, as well as
some possible aspects of their practical implementation. My recommendation for the
author is to focus more on empirical research related to the relevant theoretical

constructs and paradigms and their application in the Bulgarian educational



environment. Empirical research would most convincingly show the applicability of
certain methodologies outside the specific context in which they were created. A
good example in this regard is the empirical study of the burnout syndrome among

Bulgarian teachers in the second monograph submitted for evaluation.
S. Conclusion

In view of the considered merits of Dr. Miteva’s candidacy for the position of
associate professor at Shumen University, the contributions of her research to
existing literature in the field of academic literacy in Bulgaria, and her involvement
in teaching at the university, I strongly believe that she should be awarded the
academic position of associate professor in the area of higher education 1.
Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of teaching ... (Methods in

teaching German).
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