- 4 OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. Miroslava Tsvetkova, PhD, Department of English Studies,
‘ Faculty of Humanities, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen
l Regarding the selection procedure for the academic position of ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR, according to the Bulgarian legislation in Area of Higher
Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences in Professional field 1.3 Pedagogy of
teaching... (Methods of German language teaching) at the Department of
German Studies of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The procedure

has been announced in the State Gazette 105 dated 13 December 2024.
Candidate: Neli Hristova Miteva, PhD

1. The selection procedure
The present review has been carried out in connection with the selection
procedure for the academic position of Associate professor in Area of Higher
Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional field 1.3. Pedagogy of
teaching..., announced in the State Gazette 105 dated 13 December 2024. The
only candidate for the position is Neli Hristova Miteva, PhD from the Department
of German Studies, Faculty of Humanities, Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen. The selection procedure (announcement, submission of documents,
appointment of a scientific jury) was carried out according to the requirements of
the Terms and conditions f;)r earning academic degrees and occupation of
academic positions at the University of Shumen. The applicant meets the
minimum national requirements for occupying the academic position of Associate
professor in accordance with the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in
the Republic of Bulgaria, Amend. 24 (1) and with the current Rules of Procedure

for acquiring scientific degrees and holding academic positions at Konstantin



- Preslavsky University of Shumen. The reviewer was appointed by order RD-16-

007/10.02.2005 of the Rector of Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

, 2. Candidate’s education and teaching experience

Neli Hristova Miteva graduated from Shumen University, majoring in German
Philology in 1996 with a master’s degree and a professional qualification
philologist and teacher of German language and literature. In 2008 she
successfully defended her doctoral dissertation in the field of Methods of German
language teaching.

Neli Miteva has worked as a teacher at Trayko Simeonov Secondary school in
Shumen since 1990 and at Nancho Popovich High school of Math and Science
since 1995. Then in 1999 she became a lecturer at Shumen University. She has
taught German to help students to develop the four skills of speaking, listening,
reading and writing (1999-2017), teacher training as well as a variety of optional
and elective disciplines. She has been a German lecturer at START Professional
Training Centre (2017-2019) in Ludwigslust, Germany and at a SBW Training
(2019-2024) in Schwerin, Germany. Since September 2024 she has been working
at the Department of German studies of Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen. She has worked on a number of projects and specialized in Potsdam,
German state of Brandenburg, applied as a CEEPUS student (Central European
Exchange Program for University Studies) at the University of Vienna, as a
DAAD: German Academic Exchange Service student at the University of
Freiburg as well as in qualification courses in New Bulgarian University
(Bulgaria), South-West University “Neofit Rilski“ (Bulgaria), and Mostar (Bosnia

and Herzegovina).

3. Evaluation of candidate’s scholarly publications
The submitted list of publications shows that the research interests of the

candidate are directly related to the acquisition of German as a foreign language.



- With regard to the minimum requirements for holding the academic position of
“Associate Professor”, the candidate has met the quantitative indicators of the
criteria.

Neli Miteva is a recognizable researcher with her own contribution, as evidenced
B_y the citations presented for the selection procedure - a total of 6, both at home
and abroad. For the purposes of the selection procedure Neli Miteva has submitted
18 publications: 2 monographs (1 of them in authorship) and 16 articles (5 of them
in authorship). The articles have been published in edited national journals with
impact factor (3), in national journals without impact factor (2), in online editions
(2), and in national conference proceedings and annuals without impact factor (9).
The publications outline five fields of research and development:

J Key competences in the academic field;

o Methodological and didactic aspects of FLT;

o Methodological and didactic aspects of learning;
° Intercultural communication, and
o Education and psychology (Burnout syndrome).

Neli Miteva’s habilitation work: Receptive text competence in the academic field
studies a contemporary issue to foster the development of receptive text
competence, which has a practical impact on the effectiveness of students’ work
with scientific texts. Since the contemporary debate about the education reforms
focuses on the issue for promoting the development of competences, the
monograph attempts to answer which are the reasons for students’ difficulties in
reading scientific texts and outline the prerequisites for developing text
competence.

The different aspects of the problem are discussed gradually in a logical order in
7 chapters: starting from the common reasons that impede students’ performance
in relation to their scientific work, differentiating between the concept “text
competence” and other similar concepts, to the ways for acquiring receptive text

competence. Various styles of reading academic texts as well as some strategies



- 4nd techniques for reading are described in the last chapter. The chapter focuses
on the techniques for identifying and comprehending the argumentative structure
of scientific texts while the conclusion, excerpting and visualization of content
are presented with the help of appropriate examples, which makes reading easier.
The sources that are cited in the work are contemporary and reveal thorough

knowledge of the problem.

4. Candidate’s contributions
The candidate’s research contributes to the development of the Didactics in
Higher education through the concept of text competences.
As an ultimate goal her habilitation work can serve as a basis for forming and
developing reading competence.
The empirical study in relation to “burnout” syndrome among teachers, on the
other hand, explores the present state of Bulgarian teachers compared to world

tendencies.

CONCLUSION: On the basis of the submitted research papers, their
significance, the scientific, practical and applied contributions contained therein
as well as the candidate’s capacity to transfer and implement theoretical findings
into the practice of foreign language learning and teaching and the professional
training of teachers of foreign languages, I find it reasonable to propose the
candidate Neli Hristova Miteva for the academic position of “Associate
Professor” at the Department of German Studies in the Professional ﬁeld 1.3

Pedagogy of teaching... (Methods of German language teaching).
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