
Review

orl thc cotnpctition flcr thc acadcmic position of '"Associate Profbssor"

in the field of higher education t. Pedagogical Sciences, professional fielel 1.3.

Pedagogy of 'feaching... (Methodology of I'eaching Iliology anci l{ealth

ildru;ailuz)., Candidate: Asslsl Prot, Dr. Klaicla Vladistavovi( Dcrycki{t(tv-dt,

!]spartment: '" Ll iology," Faculty of Natural Sciences, Konstantirr Pres lavski

Shumrcu Univensity

Prepared hy: Assoc" Prof. Ilr. Mar"garita Slavova Peneva, Tral<ia University.

D[t"l-'f Stara Zagora

tr- lnlormation on the competition

For participation in the anttounced competition tbr the acadernic positirin

q:t '"Associate Profbssor" in the fielcl of higtrer education 1 . Pedagogical

I{cicnces, proflrssionat fie ld I .3. Pcclagogy of Teaching... (Mcthodol:gy of'
-f"eaching Biology and Health L.durcation), tbr thc ncecls o{'ihc Dcpartrncnt oy

"BiologY" at thc Faculty of Natural Scicnces, Konstantin Preslavski Shumcn

Univcrsity, publishccl in thc State Gazcttc (No.63 of 01.08.2025),one candicletc

appcared -- Assist. Prof. Dr. I{aida Viadislavova Doychinova.

The docunrents c,onfirrning the candidate's professional qr-raliflr:ations

were correctly strbmitted in accotda.nce witlr tlre requirenrents o{'the sppNicable

regriletiuns. Ilr. l)civchfurova meets the rninimum national requirenrents

according to the Higher Education. Act and the requirernents clefiuecl in tire
Regtrlations oniln* Conctitjons ancl llrocedure fbr Holding Academic Positions at

Konstantin Preslzrvski Shr,uncn Univcrsity. Thc cornpetition is supporrcd with



the necessary acadenlic w,orkload and scientometric requirements. rnrith a total of

4(:{} points aoross all indicators"

2. [mf*rmation on the candidate

Assist. Prof Dr. Klaida Doyclrinova has provided profbssiorrarl

biographical inlormation shorn,ing that she lras held the position of Assistant

Prr.rfcssor for thc last three ycars. ln 2A21, she obtained a doctoral dcgree in

'fhcor;- of l:ducation and [f idactics in profbssional field I "2 Fedagogy,

Podagogical Scicnce s. Shc also tias professional exlrericnce in secondary

cducatiofl as a teacher and ce{ucatcr" and at onc point in hcr carccr, shc held an

artrninistratirre position as a school principal.

Conclusion: The candidate's professional biography clearly tlenronstrates

that Assist. Pr<lf, Dr. Doychinova has experience in both the theoretical arrd

prerctical aspects of eelucation" She has completed rnultiple trainings outlining

lrer profbssional profile, iinked to teaclring and research activities.

3. Publications submitted f"or the cornpetition

Thc publications stibmitted by the candidatc inch"rdc: 2 publislicd

mollographs and a total of 5 arlicles putrlishcd in peer-rcvicwcd journais or

cdited coilcctivc volumes. Thc sr-ibmitted publications, in terms ot- contcnt.

corrcspottcl to thc profile of thc compctition. A statement conlirms that therc is

no proven plagiarism in ttre submittecl scientific works.
G:

Tire monograph "Ecological Cornpetence and Its Place in Fonnal and

Nott-Fonnaf #ucatio,r lP.actical arrd'Applied Aspects)" comprises I55 pages. lt

is structr,treC into atr introcluction, fivc chapters, conclusions, final rel::arks,

appeniiiccs, aitrl a list of rcferetrces anci rclevant regr.rlations. The motlograph is



highly relevpnt, as it acldresses the tbrmation of ecological competsnee in the

cqintext of edul)ation fcr sustairrable development-a central topic irr the globa!

e.lisc*urse. lts strurcture is oomprehetrsive, including a theoretical proiection of

k*y concepts, analysis of the regulatory fratnework, and extensive pl acticai-

applied research. Tlrrouglr project-based learnirrg (llBL), the work provides atr

effbctive pedagagical tool fbr developing ecological competen0e at the

intcrsestion of fbnnerl arrd non-filrnral cducation. Another significant aspect is

ihc dctaile d idcntification and j ustification of thc structure of ccological

e ornpclencc, which inch"rdcs targct, cognitivc-content, rnotivational-valuc,

1'pcrational-acti vit'y, and cvaluative-rt;tlcctivc componcnts.t 
I 

J'

The researeh successftiily denronstrates that integrating theoretical

kr:ow,ledge rn,ith prac;tical applicatibn arrd teamwork clevelops afl-ec-tive anct

reflective skills such ils independence irnd tolerance. The practical asper:t

{tleuses on 7th-gracle students in twr: specific schools in Pleven, which ilray limit

the general applicability and scalability of the empirical data. Overall, hr-rwevsr,

the mr:ncgraph denronstrates that conrbining formal and non-{annatr education is

kcy to creating a flexible aud strstainable cducational systenr that mects thc

nccrls of thc 2 I st ccntury.

The fnonograph "Debate An Opportunity tbr l)eveloping Critical
'fhinking irr Teaching tliology and Health Education" contaius 137 page$ of

main text. structured into an introrluction, three chapters. conclusions, tlna l

rernarks, appendices, and references-totaling 155 pages. it explores the

potentia! of <iebate as an interactive methotl fbr developing stuclents' critical

tlrinking (CT)" The toi:is is highly relevarrt, acldressing the neecl lor educritional

ctrange ainrcd at building indivicluals who think clcarly, rationally, and logically,
d

and can comrrunicate effeetively.

The nionograph dcvclops a oomprchcnsive theoretical-mctirodological

ftrr-rnclalian ' for critical tlrirrl<ing, 'analyzing its essence, structure, atrd



components, inclurJing cognitive, aftective, and metacognitive skills. A notable

contrilrution is the investigation of the integrative connection betureer"l seven

motivatiunal theories (e.g., Maslow, Herzberg, Vroom, Deci & Ryan) anC

criticai thinking componcnts, using tlebate as a rnechanism. Practical

applicability is high, offering detailpd scenerrios fbr debates for 8tir,9th. 10tlr,

anel lZth grades on current and etlrical topics such ils vaccines, GMOs,, and

sltstairrable dcvclclptnent. Thc rnonograph dernonstra,tes that dcbatc 'is an

cffectivc intcractirre stratcgy that promote s thc comparison of vicwpoints,

logical tliinking. autottomy, ccrnfirJenoc, and internal motivation, cffr"ctivcly
-'trreaking 

thc classroour" rnodel.

There is a methodological inconsistency in describing the research design,

ils Gne section (p. I2) irrclie-ates tirat a survey was usecl to' assess r.harrges

resulting fianr applied PBL, whereas the rrronograph tbcuses on debate as tlrc

interactive methtld. irlevertheless, the rnonograph sucoessfully demonstrates the

pecletgogical value of detrate tlrrough integrating cognitive activity and

conrlllunicative practice to develop key competencies.

For the competition, the candidate subrnitted 5 articles in Errglish in

lntlexed -jr'rurrrals irr lhe Web crf Sc ience clatabase. The ar[icles focus or1 tlre

nrethqclology of teaching Biology and Health Eclucation, addressigg issues

retrated to the development of cotnpetencies ancl 21st-century key shills, nrainly

in ttre con$ext of forming ecologic-al competence/cuiture ancl suppor"ting

sustainable clevelopment. []ritiea I thinking and e cological competence/culturc

are centr"al skiils addressed. The artiqiles highlight the use of interactive ri-:ethods.

inclucling debate s, projecLlrased rvork, and tlre "Know-Want to Know*Leanle(1"

r:"rodc I.

{F'

Conclusion: The submittcd ptrblications demonstratc a consistent iinc of
rcsearch hy Dl. Iloychinova" 'l'hc1, have high scientific value a1d coptributc to

the enrichment cf research in the nrethodology of teaching }liology and F-lealth

t



Education. The publications meet and evefi exceed the nrininrum t'equirements

for the position.

4" Evaluation of the contributions of the scientific work

The plesented rnonogr:aphs orr highly valued, as they precisely sutnnrarize

rescarch activitics oll current issucs rclated to the rnetlrodology of' tcacl,irrg

Hiology antl Hcalth Education. The practical-applicd contribtrtions staircl ottt iti

idcas tor cffcctive pcdagogicai ir"ltcraction in thc teaching process.

Citation data (12 citations in total) indicate that Dr. Doychinova is

recognizeci in the scietrtif.tc eonlmunity.

Summary: I highly valuc thc contributions of Assist. Prof. Dr. Klaicia

Vlaciislavova Doychinova's scientific work, which posscsscs scierrtific-

niethoclok-rgical and prar:tical-applic{ vatuc. Thc provided rcport is comectly

prcpare d. rcflecting her re al achicvcments and research activity. F{sr work

contains original scierrtiflc and applied contributions, ancl the tltcorr:tical

clcvclEipmcnts liavc flrovcn practicai applicability^ with most dircctly orientccl

tolvarrd school teaching practice

5. T'eaching and project activity

The report shows that the canclidate teaches a large number of courses fbr

botl"r baeirelor's and master's students. Slre has developed numet'ous r,urriculei,
lr

*l! ;rlignr:ei witlr the 'profile of the competitiorr. She actively participates in

urrivr:rsit-v lifb through invclr,ernent in various colnrnittees, editorial horrrcls, and
{{

external expert activities, as well as artistic, creative, and sports ev*ni:s at t]re

rurrivcl'sity"


