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1. Information on the competition

N '

For participation in the announced competition for the academic position
of “Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical
Sciences, professional ficld 1.3. Pedagogy of Teaching... (Mcthodology of
Teaching Biology and Health Education), for the needs of the Departiment of
“Biology” at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Konstantin Preslavski Shumen
University, published in the State Gazette (No. 63 of 01.08.2025), one candidate

appeared — Assist. Prof. Dr. Klaida Viadislavova Doychinova.

The documents confirming the candidate’s professional qualifications
were cormcgiy submitted in accordance with the requirements of the applicable
regulations.  Dr. Doychinova meets the minimum national requirements
according to the Higher Education. Act and the requirements defined in the
Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for Holding Academic Positions at

Konstantin Preslavski Shumen University. The competition is supported with



the necessary academic workload and scientometric requirements. with a total of

4060 points across all indicators.

2. Information on the candidate

‘Assist. Prof. Dr. Klaida Doychino?a has  provided professional
biographical information showing that she has held the position of Assistant
Professor for the last three years. Inm 2021, she obtained a doctoral degree in
Theory of Education and Didactics in professional field 1.2 Pedagogy.
Pedagogical Sciences. She also has professional cxperience in sccondary
cducation as a teacher and educator, and at one point in her carcer, she held an

administrative position as a school principal.

Conclusion: The candidate’s professional biography clearly demonstrates
that Assist. Prof. Dr. Doychinova has experience in both the theoretical and
practical aspects of education. She has completed multiple trainings outlining

her professional profile, linked to teaching and research activities.

3. Publications submitted for the competition

The publications  submitted by the candidate include: 2 published
monographs and a total of 5 articles published in peér-rcvicwod journals or
cdited collective volumes. The submitted publications, in terms of content,
correspond to the profile of the competition. A statement confirms that there is

no proven plagiarism in the submitted scientific works.
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The monograph “Ecological Competence and Its Place in Formal and
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Non-Formal Education (Practical and Applied Aspects)” comprises 155 pages. It
15 structured into an introduction, five chapters, conclusions, final remarks,

appendices, and a list of references and relevant regulations. The monograph is



highly relevant, as 1t addresses the formation of ecological competence in the
context of education for sustainable development—a central topic in the global
discourse. Its structure is comprehensive, including a theoretical projection of
key concepts, analysis of the regulatory framework, and extensive practical-
applied research. Through project-based learning (PBL), the work provides an
effective pedagogical tool for developing ecological competence at the
interscetion of formal and non-formal education. Another significant aspect is
the detailed identification and justification of the structure of ccological
competence, which includes target, cognitive-content, motivational-value,

operational-activity, and cvaluative-reflective components.
; .

The resecarch successfully demonstrates that integrating theoretical
knowledge with practical application and teamwork develops affective and
reflective skills such as independence and tolerance. The practical aspect
focuses on Tth-grade students in two specific schools in Pleven, which may limit
the general applicability and scalability of the empirical data. Overall, however,
the monograph demonstrates that combining formal and non-formal education is
key to creating a flexible and sustainable cducational system that meets the

nceds of the 2 1st century.

The monograph “Debate — An Opportunity tor Developing Critical
Thinking in Teaching Biology and Health Education” contains 137 pages of
main text, structured into an intruihwtion, three chapters, conclusions, final
remarks, appendices, and references—totaling 155 pages. It explores the
potential of debate as an interactive method for developing students’ critical
thinking (CT). The topic¢ is highly relevant, addressing the need for educational
change aimed at building individuals who think clearly, rationally, and logically,
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and can communicate effectively.

The monograph develops a comprehensive theoretical-methodological

foundation "for critical thinking, "analyzing ils essence, structure, and



components, including cognitive, atfective, and metacognitive skills. A notable
contribution is the investigation of the integrative connection between seven
motivational theories (e.g., Maslow, Herzberg, Vroom, Deci & Ryan) and
, .
critical thinking components, using debate as a mechanism. Practical
applicability is high, offering detailed scenarios for debates for 8th, 9th, 10th,
and 12th grades on current and ethical topics such as vaccines, GMOs, and
sustainable development. The monograph demonstrates that debate “is an
cffective interactive strategy that promotes the comparison of viewpoints,
logical thinking, autonomy, confidence, and internal motivation, cifectively

“breaking the classroom” model.

There is a methodological inconsistency in describing the research design,
as one seut'ion (p. 12) indicates that a survey was used to assess changes
resulting from applied PBL, whereas the monograph focuses on debate as the
mteractive method. Nevertheless, the monograph successfully demonstrates the
pedagogical value of debate through integrating cognitive activity and

communicative practice to develop key competencies.

For the competition, the candidate submitted 5 articles in English in
indexed journals in the Web of Science database. The articles focus on the
methodology of teaching Biology and Health Education, addressing issues
related to the development of competencies and 215t-centui‘y key skills, mainly
in the congext of forming ecological competence/culture and supporting
sustainable development. Critical thinking and ecological competence/culture
are central skills addressed. The articles highlight the use of interactive methods,
including debates, project-based work, and the “Know—Want to Know- Learned”

model.
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Conclusion: The submitted publications demonstrate a consistent line of
research by Dr. Doychinova. They have high scientific value and contribute to

the enrichment of research in the methodology of teaching Biology and Health



Education. The publications meet and even exceed the minimum requirements

for the position.

4, Evaluation of the contributions of the scientific work

] L ow . .
The presented monographs are highly valued, as they precisely summarize
rescarch activitics on current issucs rclated to the methodology of tcaching

Biology and Health Education. The practical-applied contributions stand out in

ideas for effective pedagogical interaction in the teaching process.

Citation data (12 citations in total) indicate that Dr. Doychinova is

recognized in the scientific community.

Summary: [ highly valuc the contributions of Assist. Prof. Dr. Klaida
Viadislavova Doychinova’s scientific work, which possesses  scientific-
methodologjcal and practical-applicd value. The provided report is correctly
prepared, reflecting her real achicvements and research activity. Her work

contains original scientific and applied contributions, and the theoretical
developments have proven practical applicability, with most directly oriented

toward school teaching practice.

- Teaching and project activity

lThﬁ report shows that the candidate teaches a large number of courses for

both bachelor’s and master’s students. She has developed numerous curricula,
, .

all aligned with the profile of the competition. She actively participates in

university life through involvement jn various committees, editorial boards, and

external cxpe;t. activities, as well as artistic, creative, and sports events at the

university.



