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Tatyana Stefanova Lefterova — Stoycheva was born on 20.03.1975. From 1993 to
2000, she studied at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” majoring in
archaeology. She graduated as a master of archaeology with a second major in
history. In 2006 — 2010, she studied at "Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen majoring in English Philology, receiving a master’s degree. In this way,
she fulfilled her desire for in-depth language training, which will help her in her
research work. From 2006 to 2011, she worked at the “ High School With Foreign
Language Education "Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin" in Varna as a history
teacher. Since 2011, she has been a history teacher at the First Language High
School in Varna. In terms of research, Tatyana Stefanova Lefterova — Stoycheva is
oriented towards British history and is applied for doctoral studies. According to
Order RD-20-488 of the Rector of the "Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen" from June 26, 2019, a part-time doctoral program has been established
in the Department of History and Archaeology at the Faculty of Humanities of
the university for a 4-year period since June 21, 2019. The doctoral program was
extended by a year in 2023.

The colleague has chosen "Child Labor in England (19th Century - The First
Decades Of The 20th Century) as a topic for her dissertation. England is an
illustrative example of the first large-scale and successful industrial revolution,
which then brought it to the forefront in the world. It is no coincidence that the
industrial revolution in England attracts many researchers and as a result, many
studies on this topic arise. At the same time, each revolution has different sides
and manifestations, some of which are not particularly pleasant. The shady side



of the British industrial rise in the 19th and the first decade of the 20th century
is the use of child labor. Nowadays, exploitation of children 3, 5, 10, etc. years
old, seems incredible, but during the period considered this is a harsh reality, as
well as the transformation of a 10-hour working day for children marks a huge
success. In this sense, | believe that the doctoral student has chosen a topic
suitable for a dissertation.

Structurally, the dissertation is very well constructed. It consists of an
introduction, three chapters, a conclusion and a list of documentary sources and
literature used. The structure is characterized by the absence of large paragraphs,
and each problem is marked textually and with the corresponding titles. The first
chapter has 32 separate internal parts, the second - 12, and the third - 9. The
introduction highlights the two lines in the historiography on the topic. Some
authors show the immoral and cruel nature of child exploitation, while others
claim that criticism of entrepreneurs is exaggerated and practically denies the
negative aspects of the use of child labor. The author specifies usage of child
labor during the Industrial Revolution as subject of research. Research methods
are specified as well. Several generations of public figures, philanthropists,
writers and poets have sought to arouse sympathy for the fate of children in
factories and workshops. Their role in the emergence of new public attitudes is
the main subject of the work. It is clearly stated that the purpose of the
dissertation work is to clarify the circumstances and reasons for the employment
of children in industry, the efforts and struggle to overcome this problem and
ultimately the evolution of state policy to limit and regulate child labor. Attention
is paid to the geographical aspect and 11 tasks of the dissertation work are
outlined. Chapter One "Industrialization of England, Demographic and Social
Changes". The essence of the Industrial Revolution, the concept and
characteristics of the Industrial Revolution are traced in an extended form. Three
factors are correctly highlighted - mechanization, urbanization and growth.
Reasons for these changes are appropriately shown - scientific and technical
discoveries, colonial conquests, the dominant positions of England in world
trade, etc. Of course, it is appropriate on p. 49 to write that the most significant
discovery is the steam engine, which becomes an "iconic symbol of the new era".
A serious place is given to demographic growth and the new social structure,
social changes in the family, the struggles of workers to improve their situation.
In a comparative plan, the Second Industrial Revolution in the second half of the



19th century is also clarified. The middle class of that time could be compared
with the modern one. In fact, the first chapter poses theoretical and discussion
questions, makes analyses and draws significant findings and generalizations.
Chapter Two "Child Labor in the English Economy". The author describes in
depth how child labor is presented according to sources and historiography.
Tatyana Lefterova differentiates sources and authors of information into two
groups. The first includes figures who justify the exploitation of children, and the
second consists of figures and authors who criticize the factory system during the
years of the Industrial Revolution. The most influential is Michael Lavallette,
according to whom the Industrial Revolution was a brutal regime for the
exploitation of children. The doctoral student's merit is the disclosure of the
arguments of the supporters of entrepreneurs for the ruthless exploitation of
children. She marks their more important "arguments" as the cynical claim that
children had fun at their workplace instead of wandering the streets or going to
school. Without child labor, manufacturers would go bankrupt in the face of
foreign competition. Also, the hypocritical thesis about the free expression of
labor opposes the demands for improvements. Moreover, children had no
choice. Physical punishments reduced accidents and increased productivity by
up to 18%, pp. 170 — 171. For the murder of a child, overseers were punished
with 6 months in prison and a fine. Reading this information, we see the striking
contradiction between Puritan principles and the gloomy reality. In practice
throughout the entire period, humanely-minded politicians, labor activists,
writers, poets, church representatives and some aristocrats actively propagated
the need to limit or abolish this system and thanks to them, the first regulations
and improvements for children began. About 30% of children work in mines, and
the mortality rate in mines is 3.2% per thousand. The situation is similar in other
areas of production. Parish apprentices work for free, and the working day lasts
until 2 p.m. As a rule, the laws adopted by the state for working children do not
apply to adult workers. Chapter Three "Child Labor and State Policy" places a
number of important emphases. The issue of child labor enters the public debate
and humanism begins to prevail as a trend in state policy. The merits of
individuals with different occupations are important - R. Owen - manufacturer,
Sir Robert Peet, Richard Ostler - public figure, Michael Sadler and Lord Ashley.
There is also a reaction of people supporting the existing unjust order, such as
Andrew Ewer in "Philosophy of Manufactures", who denies the reformers and



factory inspectors according to the law of 1833. Tatyana Lefterova analyzes the
nature of the reformers and convincingly identifies 5 types: skilled workers, Tory
humanists, romantic reformers such as William Cobbett, practical reformers and
the governments after the 1930s, the various commissions and committees, p.
231. Problems of child labor become a subject of discussion in the trade union
movement. The 1844 law allowed 8-year-old children to work 12 hours. The law
from 1847 established a 10-hour working day for children, both laws relating only
to the textile industry. The Trade Unions Act of 1875 increased their importance.
A wave of protests, proposals to parliament, propaganda materials, etc. surged
in England, showing that necessary measures were urgent. Owen and Doherty
played a special role in the commission for the restriction of child labor. Attention
was also paid to education as a means of ending child labor. The author very
interestingly comments on the place of child labor in fiction. The rapid
development during the Second Industrial Revolution in the second half of the
19th century, with the availability of new technical means, objectively led to the
elimination of the need for child labor in industry, and in general their field of
activity became education.

The conclusion traditionally summarizes the essential results of the dissertation
work. The doctoral student, in an excellent way, shows the essence of the
Industrial Revolution, as well as brings to light its unfavorable social aspects for
children, which lasted for more than a century. The findings and conclusions
pointed by the author are accurate. Along with the sad descriptions of the
exhausting and inhumane child labor, we also see the processes of propaganda
and the struggles of organizations, public and church figures, writers, doctors,
inspectors, etc. for its abolition. As a result of these efforts, new technical
discoveries and the intervention of the state as a whole, the abolition of child
labor is achieved.

Scientific contributions. Systematization and analysis of such extensive factual
material on child labor during the Industrial Revolution in England according to
its distribution, features and consequences is a scientific contribution. lIts
inhumane application for more than a century and the prerequisites for the
abandonment of child labor at the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th
centuries are explained clearly. The doctoral student has developed a topic
unknown to Bulgarian historiography with analyses, discussion aspects and



building on existing information. A voluminous and diverse evidence base of
sources and literature in Latin has been used. The author easily works with
documents and the works of foreign authors when presenting different
historiographic directions and opinions and at the same time takes a position on
some theses. The work has complex nature. The doctoral student excellently
depicts social interactions, as well as the connections between social problems,
ideology and civil society in England during the considered period. Emphasis on
the situation of children, reflected in fiction, is very interesting. Especially with
Charles Dickens's novel "The Adventures of Oliver Twist" from 1837, as well as
the merits of Caroline Norton. Last but not least, we must point out the very good
research and assessment of the role of the English labor movement, as well as
the role of the state education system in the abolition of child labor.

Notes and recommendations. In view of the further work of the doctoral
student, | would make the following suggestions: The active involvement of
representatives of the large aristocracy in the movement for the protection of
children could additionally be explained by the traditional jealousy of the
aristocracy towards the rapid accumulation of huge wealth by industrialists and
financiers, while some of the aristocrats, despite the presence of estates, are
mired in debt. The main accusation of aristocracy towards entrepreneurs is that
through the ruthless exploitation of child labor and adult workers they remove
them from traditional labor in the workshops and turn them into a proletariat,
which is dangerous for public relations. Such an attitude of the aristocracy is
typical for all European countries, and somewhere they even create parties for
such a purpose. In the future publication of the work, visual and documentary
materials could be added.

The abstract successfully presents the content, qualities and scientific
contributions of the dissertation work, through which the excellent qualities and
skills of the doctoral student are introduced. At the end of the abstract, the
scientific contributions and a list of publications are added. Three articles have
been published on the topic in authoritative scientific journals. In this sense, part
of the content and conclusions of the dissertation work have been previously
presented and approved by the editorial boards of the scientific journals.

The doctoral student successfully describes, comments and draws conclusions
on a complex matter with a lot of facts, opinions and discussions. Tatyana



Lefterova demonstrates skills in collecting evidence and making comparative
analyses. In this way, she creates a comprehensive picture of child labor in English
industry during the Industrial Revolution, not only as a private problem, but also
against the background of public contradictions on this issue, the fierce struggles
to overcome it, the beginning and implementation of legal restrictions, etc. The
author excellently shows the cynicism and hypocrisy of a large part of
entrepreneurs and their supporting figures. The doctoral student has successfully
completed the doctoral training process, has shown the necessary scientific
activity and, ultimately, has coped with the writing and submission of the
dissertation work. The dissertation work was discussed in depth at the
Department Council on March 12, 2025 and proposed for public defense. |
believe that the submitted work is original and individual in nature and meets
the strict legal requirements. The required number of points have been collected
in accordance with the minimum national requirements.

Conclusion: Based on the scientific contributions and qualities of the dissertation
candidate Tatyana Lefterova highlighted so far, | believe that the dissertation
work and the activities of the doctoral student fully meet the requirements for
awarding "PhD". The deposited publications are also sufficient and are on the
topic of the dissertation work. Therefore, | confidently give a positive review and
propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury to award "PhD" in history to Tatyana
Stefanova Lefterova - Stoycheva.
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