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I. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION 

The presented dissertation is a research study with clearly formulated goals 

and objectives. It includes analysis and evaluation of the military police capabilities, 

functions, tasks, and powers of the military police bodies within the armed forces of 

NATO member states, with the aim of identifying and formulating policies for 

improving the efficiency of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

 

Relevance of the Dissertation 

The relevance of this dissertation research is determined by the current state 

and development of the security environment, which has recently acquired new 

dimensions due to the complex military and socio-political situation—specifically the 

war in Ukraine, the conflict between Israel and Palestine, the ongoing migrant flow 

through Turkey, as well as tensions in the countries of the former Yugoslavia. All of 

this poses potential threats to the national security of our country, our neighbors, and 

our allies from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

Reflecting on contemporary conflicts involving NATO armies, the role of the 

military police in organizing and ensuring peace and security—both in combat and 

peacetime situations—is increasing. 

Special attention must be paid to the significance of threats arising from 

criminal acts committed by military personnel during or in connection with the 

performance of their official duties, as well as similar offenses committed by civilians. 

Criminal and economic crimes in society generally do not pose a direct threat to 

national security. They carry a specific legal scope and punishability, whereas criminal 

and economic crimes and terrorism within the military have a different dimension—one 

that constitutes a direct threat to national security and disrupts the combat readiness of 

the armed forces. 

In this context, it is important to note that while the number of crimes in the 

military is significantly lower, their impact is far greater, as they directly affect the state 

of combat readiness and civil-military relations. 

All of this determined the choice of the topic of this scientific research, 

highlighting its relevance and defining its objectives. 

The integration of the Military Police Service (MPS), which is responsible for 

order and security within the Armed Forces of the Republic of Bulgaria, could serve as 

a foundational element in ensuring public order within the state, thus supporting its 

development. 

Limitations of the Scientific Research 

       The research problem of the dissertation focuses specifically on the 

military police capabilities of selected countries, taking into account their historical, 
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legal, operational, and tactical aspects. The limitations include potential challenges in 

identifying and assessing these capabilities. 

        The present study also outlines the following objective limitations, 

related to the nature of the defined scientific goal and tasks: 

        Timeframe – The research analyzes and compares the functioning and 

activities of military police services from the year 1990 to the present; 

        Scope – The study, based on a specific criterion—namely, NATO 

countries that are directly involved in the management and activities of the Military 

Police Centre of Excellence in Bydgoszcz, Republic of Poland—focuses on the 

corresponding military police services; 

        Only unclassified information has been used in the preparation of the 

dissertation. 

        The object of the scientific research is the military police bodies within 

the framework of NATO membership. 

        The subject of the scientific research is the current qualities and 

capabilities of selected military police structures, according to their main legislative 

acts. 

        Based on the results of the comparative analysis, the conclusion of the 

dissertation is dedicated to specific proposals for optimizing and increasing the 

efficiency and capabilities of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

 

        Degree of Development of the Topic in Bulgaria 

        This work is considered to introduce scientific novelty in that, for the 

first time in the Republic of Bulgaria, an attempt has been made to conduct a 

comparative analysis of the functions, tasks, and powers of the military police bodies of 

the armed forces of NATO member states. The purpose of this analysis is to identify 

and formulate policies for improving the efficiency of the Bulgarian Military Police 

Service. 

        Through a comprehensive analysis of the doctrinal functions and legally 

declared capabilities of the respective military police units, the scope of their 

capabilities is subsequently defined. These scopes could be used to implement specific 

policies, tasks, and capabilities within the Bulgarian Military Police Service.  

   

            Main Objective and Research Tasks of the Dissertation 

            The main objective of the dissertation is to conduct a comparative 

analysis of the military police units of the Republics of Poland, the Czech Republic, 

Slovakia, Croatia, and Bulgaria with regard to their declared capabilities. Based on this 

analysis, the study proposes effective policies and positive practices aimed at increasing 

the efficiency of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 
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            The achievement of this objective is pursued through the fulfillment of 

the following scientific research tasks: 

• To identify, examine, and analyze literature that defines the scope 

and essence of national security and defense; 

• To locate and study military police doctrines and legal acts 

concerning the military police authorities in NATO countries; 

• To extract and investigate key capabilities and policies of military 

police structures from countries comparable to Bulgaria; 

• To formulate summaries and conclusions regarding the functions 

and capabilities of military police authorities; 

• To develop proposals and forecasts for the implementation of 

effective policies within the activities of the Bulgarian Military Police Service; 

• To determine whether the Military Police Service of the Republic of 

Bulgaria is comparable and adequate relative to the studied equivalent NATO member 

services. 

Methodology, Methods, and Research Tools 

In the development of this dissertation, both empirical and general theoretical 

methods were used          and applied across various parts of the work. 

Descriptive method – This method is applied in the study of documents 

related to the topic, including official documents from the Ministries of Defense of the 

selected countries. Key documents include the Military Police Act, statutes, regulations, 

and normative documents defining the functions and tasks of military police units. 

Analytical method – This method is employed to assess the capabilities of 

military police units of selected NATO countries. The goal of the analysis is to identify 

essential similarities, differences, and capabilities of the military police units in order to 

extract best practices for potential implementation in the Bulgarian Military Police 

Service. 

Critical analysis – This method is used to examine the identified capabilities 

of the Bulgarian Military Police Service in the context of the real capabilities of the 

military police units of the selected countries. 

Comparative Analysis – A comparison was made of the declared 

capabilities, the nature, and the significance of the functions and tasks of the studied 

military police units. 

Expert Opinion Survey – The survey included participation from personnel 

of the Bulgarian Military Police Service (MPS) at various expert levels within its 

structures and leadership. The aim of the survey was to confirm the conclusions of the 

study and to gather and establish the perspectives of experts with extensive practical 
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experience regarding the importance of the presence and role of the Military Police 

Service as a controlling body within the Ministry of Defense. 

Empirical Observation Method – This method is based on personal 

experience gained over years of service in the Bulgarian Armed Forces, specifically 

within Military Police units, the Land Forces, and the Air Force. 

Information Base of the Scientific Research 

The theoretical part of the dissertation includes publications and information 

by both domestic and foreign authors, primarily related to the armed forces of the 

selected countries. These works focus on topics such as the importance of military 

utilization, national and international security, and other issues relevant to the subject of 

study. 

Structure of the Dissertation 

The dissertation is structured into an introduction, three chapters, a 

conclusion, a bibliography, a list of used abbreviations and acronyms, contributions of 

the dissertation, a list of publications related to the dissertation topic, and appendices. 

The total volume is 149 pages. The literature used includes 109 sources in both 

Bulgarian and foreign languages, as well as legal acts and official websites. 

The numbering of tables and figures in the abstract corresponds to that in the 

dissertation. 
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II. SUMMARY OF THE DISSERTATION 

The introduction formulates the object, subject, aim, and research tasks of the 

scientific study. Each chapter addresses a specific aspect of the research topic. Chapter 

One provides a comprehensive study of the definitions of concepts in the field of 

national security and defense. Chapter Two presents the international military police 

profile, including the mechanism of regulatory and legal frameworks governing the 

powers of the studied military police services in the performance of their functions and 

tasks. Chapter Three presents a comparative analysis that characterizes the doctrinal 

functions and tasks of the respective military police services, considering their need for 

maintenance and improvement. 

Based on the analyzed information and scientific findings, an original model 

has been developed by the author, offering policies and measures to improve the 

effectiveness of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

The conclusion presents a summary outlining the main results and 

contributions of the dissertation research. 
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CHAPTER ONE: THEORETICAL ASPECTS AND KEY 

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS IN THE FIELD OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND 

DEFENSE 

Chapter One is dedicated to addressing the first major task in the dissertation. 

The first chapter focuses on describing the theoretical aspects of the definitions and 

concepts in the field of national security and defense, corresponding to the scientific 

work. Based on a correct understanding of these concepts, it becomes possible to adopt 

the idea and connection of the research to the current topic. This is where the first 

research task was carried out, which resulted in identifying and finding the necessary 

literature corresponding to the needs in the scope and essence of national security and 

defense. This, in turn, allowed for the formulation of theoretical generalizations and 

justifications in the conclusion part of the chapter. The chapter analyzes the security 

environment and its main characteristics in determining security policies, as a factor in 

protecting national interests. Various types of military threats and their evolution within 

military science are thoroughly discussed. The influence of regional conflicts on global 

security, as well as concepts related to operational planning in the field of security and 

defense, through military strategy and military doctrine, are also covered. 

1.1. Definitions of the terms "Security" and "National Security." 

Classification of types of security 

Security, as a term, constitutes a fundamental, essential concept in many fields 

of social sciences (political science, sociology, psychology, economics), natural 

sciences (medicine, ecology), and technical fields (engineering, computer science). The 

concept of security is often complemented by various adjectives that mainly refer to the 

nature of threats that endanger security, as well as the measures, tools, or institutions 

that should guarantee and protect security, as well as the objects whose safety should be 

protected. 

In regulated texts and dictionaries, the definitions of the term security are 

based on its general meaning in usage, and in different scientific fields, it mainly refers 

to the absence of specific threats. 

Studies on security provide a wide range of definitions of security, whose 

scope and understanding of this concept often differ significantly, both due to the 

historical development of international relations and in relation to the situation within 

the international community. And when we talk about "security," do we have an 

equivalence of this concept? 

There are also theoretical views suggesting that the more developed a society 

is, the more resources are allocated to security, i.e., people feel increasingly insecure. 

And if security is more of an internal feeling, then in most cases, don't the citizens of 
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Afghanistan feel safer than the citizens of the United States? They need a simple set of 

basic conditions – food, clothing, peace. Especially in the context of the numerous wars 

in this country over the past 40 years. And if these citizens feel more protected with the 

mentioned simple conditions, isn’t this the reversed paradigm of security? 

The term national security usually refers to the security of the nation-state. 

Since the state (the nation-state) is one of the central objects of security studies and the 

main organizer and, at the same time, the reference object of state security policy 

protection, the term national security often means the same thing as security without the 

adjective national (in the United States, in addition, it is often used primarily as a 

synonym for the adjective federal, which indicates a connection to federal state 

institutions). 

Theoretical and practical issues related to ensuring national security require a 

systematic and comprehensive approach, including both general theoretical research and 

achievements in industrial sciences, as well as the needs of practice in the interest of the 

security of the individual, society, and the state. They acquire additional relevance in 

connection with the increase and change in types of security and the emergence of new 

threats and challenges, in light of the dynamic changes in the global geopolitical 

landscape. 

1.1.1. Theoretical Review of the National Security Strategy 

The term "strategy" in military circles, from where it originally comes, was 

developed within the concept of "military strategy." 

The concept of "strategy" is accompanied by its complement and at the same 

time its opposite – the concept of "tactics." Tactics refers to the way of thinking and 

carrying out a specific action in a particular situation, the selection of partial, spatially 

and temporally limited procedures, which often imply and define general principles and 

objectives. These principles and objectives are declared through strategies or strategic 

concepts in a given area or issue. Tactics is the most dynamic part of strategy, 

summarizing the measures and principles that declare the main short-term, and 

sometimes medium-term goals. 

From the very beginning, tactics mainly referred to the field of military 

affairs, specifically to the method of deploying military units of various types on all 

types of battlefields. 

In this regard, we define strategy as related to the conceptual organization and 

management of a specific activity, with the goal of influencing future conditions and 

achieving set objectives. Strategy is usually understood as the general procedure or the 

art of conceptually achieving set goals with the help of identified resources, methods, 

and tools within a specific timeframe (note: even though it may seem illogical to clarify 

"strategy" through the concept of a lower-ranked term like "concept"). 
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National  Security Strategies 

This is primarily a document for overall security policy, based on a 

comprehensive view of national security. The security concept identifies the national 

interests of the country within the international environment, provides a list of threats 

and resulting risks, sets goals and priorities, and defines long-term objectives and 

security policy measures in relation to other policies, such as economic and social ones. 

The national security strategy represents a political task for the armed forces and other 

state power components. This document outlines the main directions of security policy 

with the longest possible validity, so that they can be implemented independently of the 

changing domestic political context. It takes into account the country’s resources, the 

international environment, alliances, and state commitments. 

The term "national security strategy" is most often used to refer to the main 

conceptual and doctrinal, publicly accessible documents that form the security policy 

based on a final goal, the realization of a national ideal, or another unifying idea. 

1.2 Defining the Security Environment and Its Key Characteristics 

The security environment is characterized by states, international 

organizations, or other entities and their mutual relations and activities that are 

significant in terms of safety. It is the space (i.e., real, territorial, organizational, virtual, 

etc.) in which national interests of a state (or a union of states) or other protected values 

may be or are at risk. The broader the interests of the state (stemming from its position 

and influence within the system of international relations), the broader the security 

environment in which it intends to promote and defend these interests. 

The security environment is not necessarily linked to a single national state 

but can be shared by multiple countries with similar geopolitical and economic interests. 

For example, NATO's security environment is territorially and comprehensively 

characterized in the union’s documents. The security environment stands out more 

clearly against the backdrop of the environment within fully sovereign states, where 

there is a certain degree of unrecognizability of threats and a reduced ability to control 

them. 

1.3. Concept and Key Aspects of Internal and External Security 

In general terms, internal security can be defined as a state in which threats 

are eliminated to the lowest possible degree of threat to the object (usually a national 

state or international organization) and its interests, through actions from within. This 

object is effectively secured and aims to eliminate existing and potential internal threats. 

It can be defined that threats to a democratic national state and the measures against 

them refer to the threat to the democratic political system from extremists, the social 

system from organized crime, the economy from corruption and economic crime, and 

the social, economic, and political systems as a whole from organized crime. On the 

other hand, external security represents a state where threats are eliminated to the lowest 
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possible degree from outside the object (usually a national state or international 

organization) and its interests, and this entity is effectively equipped to eliminate 

existing and potential external threats. 

1.4. Defining the Term "Security in Society." Prevention of Social 

Conflicts, a Factor for Collective Security 

The concept of "security in society" is not part of the traditional security 

paradigm. It is introduced here to show the diversity and variability in defining concepts 

within the security system. The concept is semantically linked to the concept of security 

but is not a derivative of it and has independent meaning. 

The term "security society" can be defined as communities that reject war, 

those that are not prepared to resolve potential disagreements or conflicts using military 

tools. They fundamentally reject the view that war is the supreme arbiter in relations 

between states. Therefore, a security society is fundamentally different from the term 

"community for security," which refers to a society of people who specialize in the 

study of security issues within a state and participate in developing security studies.            

1.5. Security Policy as a Factor for Protecting National Interests 

Security policy is the highest-level policy that integrates both foreign and 

domestic policy and the defense of the state. Through it, the state organizes all the 

resources at its disposal on the regional and global "chessboard." It includes political, 

diplomatic, technological, economic, environmental, cultural, and moral factors and 

aspects, all of which must be integrated as effectively as possible. Therefore, security 

policy is not just a matter for soldiers, but even more so for statesmen and politicians. 

It can be accepted that security policy represents the broadest and highest 

program of a state or group of states in the field of advocacy and protection of national 

interests. It generally includes, by definition, national interests, an analysis of the 

security environment, a classification of threats and risks, as well as international 

obligations, while paying attention to both internal and external security. In this context, 

it is declared how, and with what means, the actor defining and implementing the 

security policy intends to protect its interests. 

1.6. Types of Military Threats and Their Evolution. Influence of Regional 

Conflicts on Global Security 

Armed aggression remains the most serious military threat. This is a deliberate 

threat whose source is a hostile state or coalition. Developments since 1949 show that 

aggression against a NATO member state represents an intolerable risk, not so much for 

the allied states, but primarily for the potential aggressor. After the end of the Cold War, 

the deliberate threat that states and coalitions consider comes from non-state actors, 

particularly terrorist groups. These groups attack without declaring war in advance, 

preparing secretly under conditions of strict confidentiality, typical of the small number 

and closed communities of conspiracy organizations. 
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Military threats also include regional conflicts, which may erupt in relatively 

distant parts of the world, far from the Euro-Atlantic community. Their actors are often 

dictatorial or nationalistic regimes, which may have various motives. The first of these 

are armed incursions against neighboring states with the aim of dominating their 

territory. In recent years, we can give specific examples of such conflicts. The common 

denominator of regional conflicts is that undemocratic regimes activate these processes 

when their position and influence are diminishing, and after the introduction of martial 

law, they see this as a way to ensure their own survival. 

1.7. Military Strategy, Military Doctrine, and the Doctrine of the Military 

Police Service: Concepts Related to Operational Planning in the Field of Security 

and Defense 

In this context, it can be defined that the term "military strategy" is used 

primarily in two main meanings and contexts: 

The first and primary meaning regards military strategy as the highest part of 

the army, the art (both theory and practice) of preparing for and conducting armed 

conflict and other uses of the armed forces. 

The second meaning of the term "military strategy" is encountered when 

referring to state documents that establish specific principles for the use of the armed 

forces for defense at a given moment, under specific political and social conditions, and 

in a particular security environment. 

This second usage of the term "military strategy" is often contested by 

synonyms such as "doctrine" or "defensive strategy." The content of military strategy, 

as part of military art, primarily includes general principles for building, preparing, and 

employing the army (armed forces) as a whole, and their theoretical reflection. These 

are mainly the principles of military art expressed at its highest — i.e., strategic — 

level. In other words, it pertains to the theory and practice of preparing and conducting 

individual campaigns or wars in general or large-scale strategic operations, which are 

designed to achieve the objectives of a military conflict. 

Although perhaps not as old as war itself, military doctrine has a long 

historical background. In the classical work The Art of War, likely written in the 4th 

century BC, Sun Tzu defines doctrine as one of the five "fundamental factors" of war, 

alongside moral influence, time, terrain, and command. The roots of military doctrine 

can be traced back to Europe at the end of the 18th century, as the identification and 

study of tactics emerged as a branch of warfare and the establishment of military 

academies designed to provide the future officer with the necessary training. By the end 

of the 19th century, the armies of all major powers were paying particular attention to 

their doctrines, and since then, interest in them has only grown. 
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1.8. Conclusions to Chapter One 

1. It can be reasonably argued that all the defined concepts correspond 

to the activities of military police units, particularly their participation in ensuring 

security within the armed forces of the respective countries they belong to, as well as 

the possibility of their effective use in areas with disturbed and dangerous security 

environments. This allows for a smooth transition to the next stage of scientific 

research, which is related to the study of the activities, functions, and tasks of specific 

military police units from NATO member states. 

2. The Republic of Bulgaria, and in particular its Armed Forces, 

possess the necessary foundational documents in the field of security, fully aligned with 

their EU and NATO partners. The dynamic changes in the security environment in 

recent years require the constant and timely updating of these documents in order to 

maintain operational compatibility between the member states of Euro-Atlantic 

structures. 

3. The concepts discussed in the field of security are quite diverse, not 

only in time but also in space. This creates a paradox where we all use these concepts in 

the same way but understand them differently, i.e., each according to their own views. 

Thus, concepts such as democracy, freedom, or security may mean different, or even 

opposite, conditions, requirements, or fundamental principles.  

4. The new concept introduced for the purposes of scientific research, 

"society for security," provides a previously unknown aspect of the studied and familiar 

terminology in the field of security – namely, the existence of groups of specialists or 

civilians from various regions and races who simply do not accept war as an acceptable 

solution to resolve any conflicts. 
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CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF MILITARY POLICE SERVICES IN 

NATO MEMBER STATES 

The review of military police structures from some NATO member states 

presented in this chapter aims to analyze their doctrinal functions and tasks, considering 

their necessity, maintenance, and strengthening. 

The individual military police capabilities of the designated structures 

presented here provide an opportunity for their study, with the goal of improving the 

operational compatibility of the Bulgarian Military Police in joint operations with our 

partners. 

2.1. Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria – A Guarantee for 

Security on a National and International Level. Historical Overview 

The Military Police Service is one of the main components of the system for 

maintaining law and order in the Bulgarian Army and represents an effective 

mechanism for combating crime, as well as an important tool for preventing crimes 

among military personnel in the army. 

The activities, functions, and tasks of the Military Police (MP) are focused on 

maintaining law and order, preventing and fighting crime, and investigating criminal 

cases or allegations within the Ministry of Defense (MoD). The role of the Military 

Police Service (MPS) emphasizes issues related to the prevention of crimes classified 

under the Bulgarian Penal Code (PC), as well as ensuring prevention of criminal and 

economic offenses. 

The functions, tasks, powers, and structure of the MPS units have their own 

specifics and represent a set of activities and interactions with the authorities of the 

judiciary and executive branches of government. Military police officers are authorized 

to apply both general and military legislation to military personnel and civilian 

employees from the Ministry of Defense. 

Given the activities of the Military Police Service, the Military Police Law 

was adopted on June 24, 2011, and on August 4, 2011, the Regulation for the 

Implementation of the Military Police Law was also adopted. This result of many years 

of hard work and dedication of the military police staff is the cornerstone that gives 

impetus and direction to the development of a "new" structure with great potential and 

responsibilities. 

2.1.1. Role and Position of the Military Police Service in the Ministry of 

Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria 

The Military Police Service is responsible for maintaining order and security 

within the Ministry of Defense, in the structures directly subordinated to the Minister of 

Defense, and in the Bulgarian Army, as well as ensuring the security of their personnel. 

It is part of the armed forces of the Republic of Bulgaria and is directly subordinated to 
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the Minister of Defense, acting either independently or in cooperation with other 

security services and public order protection agencies. 

Through the Military Police Service, operational-investigative and counter-

terrorism activities are carried out with the aim of uncovering, preventing, intercepting, 

and counteracting planned crimes or prepared and executed terrorist acts. 

2.1.2. Activities Carried Out by the Military Police Service 

The Military Police operates either independently or in cooperation with other 

state authorities and organizations, security services, and public order services. The 

organization of cooperation between the military police and state authorities, 

organizations, security services, and public order services in the country is defined by a 

joint order of the Minister of Defense and the respective minister or head. 

The organization of cooperation between the Prosecutor’s Office of the 

Republic of Bulgaria and the military police is determined by instructions from the 

Minister of Defense and the Prosecutor General, while the organization of cooperation 

between the Military Police Service and the State Agency for National Security is 

determined by instructions from the Minister of Defense and the Chairperson of the 

Agency. 

The cooperation between the military police and the police and military police 

structures of other countries, as well as with international bodies and organizations, is 

carried out in accordance with the provisions of international treaties to which the 

Republic of Bulgaria is a party. Cooperation between the military police and the central 

and territorial structures of the Ministry of the Interior is carried out through joint 

actions, exchange of information, and provision of expert and technical assistance. 

2.2. Military Police of the Republic of Poland. Historical Overview 

Based on the law, the military gendarmerie (military police) is an integral part 

of the armed forces of Poland and is simultaneously defined as a specialized and 

independent service within the Polish Armed Forces. In its activities, it cooperates with 

other specialized structures and is responsible for national security during peacetime, 

wartime, and crises. 

The cooperation between the military police and other institutions is defined 

through legal acts that establish the principles of this cooperation. 

The Military Police plans and develops concepts and determines the methods 

for conducting investigations. It collects and processes data and carries out preventive 

actions within the scope of the Polish Armed Forces. Methods for conducting operations 

across all branches of the Military Police are planned, and analysis and opinions are 

provided regarding the state of discipline and crime, investigations into perpetrators of 

crimes, as well as ways to prevent crimes within the Polish Armed Forces. 

All units of the service have a criminal department for data collection and 

analysis, with which they cooperate in carrying out their functional duties. The criminal 
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department, in turn, conducts activities to identify threats and prevent crimes within the 

armed forces. 

Regarding criminal law, the service primarily operates in accordance with the 

military prosecutor's office, and upon identifying a committed crime or suspicion of 

one, the case leads to the filing of criminal charges by the military prosecutor against 

the respective perpetrator. 

Furthermore, the service is part of the so-called Anti-Corruption Shield of the 

state, with participating institutions including: the Central Anti-Corruption Bureau, the 

Internal Security Agency, and the Military Counterintelligence. 

As an activity, the Military Police of the Republic of Poland is actively 

engaged in crisis  management situations. The service can be used in various scenarios, 

including preventive investigation of criminal activities in targeted areas, counteraction 

and analysis of results during crises, search and rescue missions, maintaining public 

order in crisis zones, protecting and isolating dangerous zones, traffic control, and 

escorting. Military Police officers actively assist in the fight against natural disasters 

and participate in search and rescue operations. 

2.3. Military Police of the Slovak Republic. Historical Overview 

Until 1989, the organizational structure of the military police in the 

Czechoslovak Army consisted of units and structures within the Military Police 

Intelligence Service under the General Staff of the Czechoslovak Army. In the early 

1990s, under the influence of the changes the country was going through, the military 

police was established within the ranks of the Slovak Army on January 21, 1991. 

Reforms in the functioning of the Military Police were aimed at neutralizing criminal 

threats by taking active measures to uncover and counteract crimes, as well as preparing 

the service to operate within the new European and global security structures. 

In 1995, as a result of close cooperation between the Armed Forces of the 

Slovak Republic and other state law enforcement agencies in Slovakia, an agreement for 

cooperation between law enforcement entities and the military police was signed. In a 

similar manner, international cooperation with partners from neighboring countries was 

also activated. On October 26, 1995, a mutual agreement was signed between the 

Ministry of Defense of the Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic for close 

cooperation between the two military police forces in various areas of interest, aimed at 

improving operational compatibility, supporting joint training, and exchanging 

experiences from operations and exercises to enhance military police capabilities. 

Since 1995, the military police has been engaging in closer cooperation with 

state structures from the security sector of the Slovak Republic, resulting in the signing 

of several bilateral agreements. This cooperation has strengthened collaboration with 

foreign security and public order institutions, which led to the introduction of several 

new organizational and legislative solutions in the Slovak military police. Later, when 
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recognized as an important legal and law enforcement body, the Slovak military police 

took on the role of coordinator for government resolutions and several programs related 

to crime prevention and combating criminal activity. 

As a result of the country's accession to NATO, organizational changes were 

made in the Slovak Armed Forces that directly affected the activities of the military 

police. More attention was paid to military police units that would be deployed within 

UN peacekeeping mission. 

Special training was developed for them, and the units were equipped with 

new special police equipment. 

2.4. Military Police of the Czech Republic. Historical Overview 

The Military Police of the Czech Republic emerged after the division of the 

federal republic on January 1, 1993. On February 8, 1995, the Parliament of the Czech 

Republic approved the Military Police Act, which defined the competencies of the 

service in providing police protection for all branches of the Czech Armed Forces, 

military facilities, military material, and other state property. 

Based on an international agreement, the military police was tasked with 

protecting the property and units of NATO member states and other countries 

participating in the Partnership for Peace. The provisions of the military police law state 

that the service operates within the territory of the Czech Republic, but in cases where 

tasks related to police security of the armed forces are concerned, the service also 

operates in the territory of other countries. 

As an investigative body, the service is authorized to initiate criminal 

proceedings, and its main responsibility is to conduct thorough activities to establish 

sufficient data and reasonable grounds for the initiation of criminal proceedings.  

Organizes and ensures coordination with bodies of the Ministry of Defense, law 

enforcement agencies, state and local government authorities, and other entities within 

the territory entrusted to the police protection of the Military Police Headquarters. 

2.5. Military Police of the Republic of Croatia – Historical Overview 

On August 24, 1991, by order of the President of the Republic of Croatia, a 

Military Police Battalion was established with the task of ensuring security within the 

Ministry of Defense. The service performs law enforcement functions within the 

Ministry of Defense and the Croatian Armed Forces. The Military Police ensures and 

maintains order and security of personnel, units, facilities, zones, and assets vital to the 

Ministry of Defense and the Croatian Armed Forces. 

The structure is specially equipped and trained to support the Ministry of 

Defense and the Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia in carrying out special 

military police tasks during peacetime, in combat operations during wartime, and in 

active participation in international peace support operations. 
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When necessary, it also participates in securing the Ministry of the Interior, 

foreign military organizations and bodies, and other state institutions and agencies, in 

order to more effectively detect, neutralize, or restrict the activities of terrorist groups, 

organized crime, illegal arms trade, drug trafficking, illegal migration, and human 

trafficking. 

Within the Ministry of Defense, an Independent Sector for Military Police 

Activities and Authorities has been organized, which performs professional and 

administrative tasks in the areas of criminal investigation, military police record-

keeping and analysis, and ensuring the legality of Military Police actions. 

The Military Police Regiment of the Armed Forces carries out tasks related to 

protecting the lives and personal safety of personnel from the Ministry of Defense and 

the Armed Forces, protecting military property, as well as safeguarding the personal 

rights and freedoms of citizens. It implements security measures during mobilization 

and movement in combat zones. 

The special units of the service are trained and equipped as "rapid response" 

forces, intended to handle complex and specially assigned tasks such as sensitive arrests 

and detentions, special escorts and protection of high-risk or specially regulated cargo, 

VIP security, protection of facilities or assets of special importance, and, when 

necessary, support to the Ministry of the Interior and resolution of all emergency 

situations, especially those involving active military personnel. The unit is also 

designated for combating sabotage and terrorist groups, conducting combat search and 

rescue, water rescue operations, and applying all types of anti-sabotage and explosive 

ordnance disposal (EOD) protection. Its capabilities include operating in urban and 

natural terrains, with the ability to infiltrate from land, air, and sea under any conditions, 

as well as deploying sniper teams, divers, and paratroopers. 

2.6. Conclusions to Chapter Two 

1. From the overview and analysis of the armed forces structures of the 

selected countries, it is evident that all of them include military police units (regardless 

of the different names). The reviewed structures are under the direct authority of the 

Minister of Defense of the respective country and are responsible for law enforcement 

and maintaining order within the Ministry of Defense. They also provide operational 

support through doctrinal functions of related services to ensure national security and 

maintain public order in the country. 

2. The development of the military police (MP) in the respective 

countries emerged around the same period. The functions and tasks they perform share 

similar characteristics but also have specific features depending on each country. Their 

activities are regulated by a special law on military police, with the exception of the 

military police of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia. 
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3. The military police of the armies of the studied countries play a 

crucial role in maintaining legality, order, and military discipline within the armed 

forces. In cooperation with other law enforcement agencies, they are actively involved 

in fighting crime and preventing criminal activities within their respective states. 

4. Unlike all the other reviewed services, the Military Police of the 

Republic of Poland is a key component of the so-called anti-corruption shield of the 

state. In cooperation with other agencies and institutions, it works to prevent and 

investigate corruption cases at the national level. The Military Police of the Republic of 

Bulgaria is unique among the examined military police services in that it carries out fire 

safety control within Ministry of Defense facilities. Meanwhile, the Military Police of 

the Czech Republic organizes and manages the process of conducting driving exams for 

military vehicle drivers in military driving schools and additionally issues reports for the 

technical inspections of military vehicles under the Ministry of Defense. 
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CHAPTER THREE: COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE POLICIES 

AND  DOCTRINAL CAPABILITIES OF THE EXAMINED MILITARY 

POLICE SERVICES 

The analysis presented in Chapter Three of this study of the military police 

structures of selected NATO member states aims to offer a contemporary scientific 

examination of the policies that characterize their doctrinal functions and tasks, 

considering the necessity for their maintenance and improvement. 

An analysis of the most recent research and publications reveals that, to date, 

there has been almost no comprehensive scientific or practical study conducted on the 

experience of military police forces from other NATO member states. In academic 

sources, the fundamentals of the functioning of foreign military police services are 

usually discussed as separate issues within broader works. The analysis in Chapter 

Three of this study seeks to provide a foundation for a current scientific exploration of 

the policies that define their doctrinal roles and responsibilities, recognizing the need for 

their continued development and refinement. 

Through a conducted survey and the corresponding results from a study 

involving personnel from five regional offices of the Military Police Service (MPS) of 

the Republic of Bulgaria, the aim is to determine the extent and condition of certain 

parameters and characteristics within the Bulgarian Military Police Service. The 

motivation behind this research is the desire for the Military Police Service of the 

Republic of Bulgaria to become a competitive and leading service among its NATO 

counterparts, given its joint tasks, interactions, and participation in international 

missions alongside NATO representatives. 

The survey includes questions aimed at comparing the Bulgarian Military 

Police Service with similar military police structures from Poland, the Czech Republic, 

Slovakia, and Croatia — all NATO member states. 

Based on the analyzed information, an original model has been developed 

through the scientific results. This model proposes policies and measures to improve the 

efficiency of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

3.1. Comparative Analysis of the Standards and Policies of Military 

Police Services from NATO Member States to Determine the Capabilities and 

Assessment Level of the Military Police of the Republic of Bulgaria 

The result will present the determination of capabilities and an evaluation of 

the level of the Bulgarian Military Police Service, in accordance with the standards and 

policies of the studied military police units, in relation to their declared functions, tasks, 

and jurisdictions. 

For this purpose, two main areas were identified regarding the policies 

examined in the regulatory acts that define the respective military police units, namely: 

Jurisdiction of the Military Police and Tasks Performed by the Military Police. 
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In Table 3.1, a classification of the various declared capabilities of the 

Military Police can be observed, from the perspective of their respective jurisdictions 

and tasks. 

Table No. 3.1 

In the declared jurisdictions of the military police services and the analysis 

from Table 3.1, it is evident that the studied military police services have both 

similarities and differences in their policies toward military personnel, civilian 

Claimed jurisdiction over 

 

Bulgaria Poland 
Czech 

Republic 
Slovakia Croatia 

1 
Military personnel 

 
   

 

1.1 On active military service yes yes yes yes yes 

1.2 Who are not on active military service* no yes no no no 

1.3 Military personnel in active or passive reserve. no yes no no no 

2 Civilian personnel      

2.1 Personnel employed in military units yes yes yes yes yes 

3 Civilian personnel      

3.1 
Persons who pose or may pose a threat to the 

protected person. 
no yes no no no 

3.2 

Persons preparing, committing, or having 

committed a crime in collusion with military 

personnel or civilian employees 

yes yes yes yes no 

3.3 

Persons who, by actions or omissions, threaten 

or harm the order and security within the 

Ministry of Defense, the Bulgarian Army, and 

the structures directly subordinate to the 

Minister of Defense, or the security of the 

individual 

yes no no no no 

3.4 

Persons who, by actions or omissions, threaten 

or harm the order and security within the 

Ministry of Defense, the Bulgarian Army, and 

the structures directly subordinate to the 

Minister of Defense, or the security of their 

personnel 

yes yes yes yes yes 

3.5 

Persons residing in the premises or facilities of 

military units and in the premises or facilities 

of foreign missions 

no yes no no no 

4 
Others 

 
     

4.1 

Military personnel and civilian employees of 

foreign countries, in connection with the 

performance of official duties 

no yes yes no no 

4.2 

Members of the management bodies and 

employees in sole proprietorship commercial 

companies with state capital participation, in 

which the rights of the state are exercised by 

the Minister of Defense 

yes no no no no 
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employees, and civilians, despite each of them being a NATO member. In this case, it 

can be determined that the jurisdiction of each military police structure arises according 

to their national laws, under which the military police exercises its powers. From here, 

the respective similarities and differences in the implementation of the policies 

established in the studied services can be identified. 

3.2. Study on the Need to Optimize the Capabilities of the Military Police 

Service 

Based on the analysis conducted—through the study of materials related to the 

topic of the research and the recommendations of personnel from the Military Police 

Service (MPS), gathered via a survey—individual capabilities of the military police 

units were examined and proposals for optimization were outlined for each studied 

capability, along with the expected final outcome. 

1. Given the main functions of the Military Police of the Czech 

Republic and the Military Police of Bulgaria, it can be stated that their individual 

doctrinal policies and capabilities largely overlap, with some minor exceptions. It is 

noticeable that criminal and operational activities of both structures completely 

coincide. An important distinction is the absence of counter-terrorism capabilities 

within the Czech military police, whereas the Bulgarian Military Police does perform 

such activities. 

In terms of control and security functions, there are policies executed by the 

Czech Military Police that the Bulgarian Military Police does not carry out, such as: 

• Controlling the training and improvement of the professional 

competence of armed forces' vehicle drivers and conducting driver's license exams. 

• Approving the technical capabilities of military vehicles. 

2. Regarding the main functions of the Military Police of Poland and 

the Military Police of Bulgaria, the following analysis can be made: the individual 

doctrinal policies and capabilities of both structures largely coincide. 

However, when it comes to control and security policies, the Polish Military 

Police has additional responsibilities, such as: 

• Prevention and response to natural disasters and extraordinary 

environmental threats, as well as remediation of their consequences; 

• Active participation in search and rescue operations and 

humanitarian missions aimed at protecting life, health, and property. 

These specific responsibilities are not currently part of the policy framework 

of the Bulgarian Military Police Service. In the same context, regarding criminal tasks, a 

key difference is observed in that the Polish Military Police performs "searches for 

materials lost by military units that contain classified information." 
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In terms of operational tasks carried out by the Polish Military Police, the 

most significant differences in declared capabilities between the two structures are 

evident. For example, the Polish Military Police has the capability to: 

Use devices that block telecommunications in a specific area; 

• During operational and intelligence activities, Military Police 

officers are allowed to use public or other documents that prevent the identification of 

personal data, as well as the tools used to conduct such activities; 

• During operational and intelligence tasks, Military Police personnel 

may use electronic identification means containing data different from those identifying 

the actual military police officer. 

3. Regarding the main functions of the Slovak Military Police and the 

Bulgarian Military Police, it is evident that the individual doctrinal policies and 

capabilities in the areas of criminal and operational activities largely overlap. 

However, notable policies assigned to the Slovak Military Police in the area of 

control and security, which are not present within the Bulgarian Military Police Service, 

include: 

• Controlling the training and enhancement of the professional 

competence of drivers of military vehicles; 

• Maintaining registers of military vehicles and approving their 

technical capabilities; 

• Issuing permissions to suspend the operation of unmanned aerial 

vehicles; 

• Using explosives for neutralizing improvised explosive devices 

(IEDs) and disposing of discovered munitions. 

The main functions of the Croatian Military Police and those of the Bulgarian 

Military Police only partially overlap. The Bulgarian Military Police Service does not 

have policies in the field of operational and criminal activities such as: 

• Conducting X-ray examinations; 

• Conducting polygraph tests; 

• Performing counter-sabotage activities. 

Given the primary functions of the Bulgarian Military Police Service and 

those of the listed countries, it can be concluded that the declared individual doctrinal 

policies and capabilities of the studied structures, with minor exceptions, are largely 

aligned. 

It is noteworthy that the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria, 

in its policies, has assigned capabilities related to fire safety control within the Ministry 

of Defence, as well as the investigation of aviation accidents and incidents involving 



 

 SHUMEN UNIVERSITY "BISHOP KONSTANTIN OF PRESLAV" – 2025 
 

 

26 

military aircraft—policies that none of the other studied military police structures 

appear to implement. 

As a general conclusion, it can be reasonably stated that, based on its declared 

doctrinal capabilities, the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria meets the 

commonly established doctrinal standards when compared with the examined military 

police structures. It is evident that in executing its assigned policies—with only minor 

exceptions and differences from the declared policies of the other structures—the 

Bulgarian Military Police ensures a broad spectrum of tasks to fulfill its role in 

maintaining order and security within the Ministry of Defence and the Armed Forces of 

the Republic of Bulgaria. This fact largely results from the consistent policy and 

management by the leadership and personnel of the service, as well as from the 

governance of the Ministry of Defence. 

The combination of tactical, criminal, and operational functions creates a 

broad range of capabilities to ensure order and security within the ministries of defence 

of the respective countries, and this reflects the demands placed on the policies of the 

respective military police structures. 

Considering this broad spectrum of individual policies, as defined by the 

regulatory frameworks of military police units, it can be observed that they do not 

significantly differ in their nature or implementation. 

The identification of declared military police policies and capabilities shows 

that the current level of the Bulgarian Military Police Service is sufficiently well 

organized to meet the demands and needs of ensuring order and security within the 

Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria, and reaches a level that allows for the 

full execution of tasks and requirements in accordance with Bulgaria’s membership in 

NATO. 

3.3. Analysis of an Empirical Sociological Study (ESS) for Examining the 

Expert Opinions of Employees from the Military Police Service of the Republic of 

Bulgaria 

This empirical sociological study (ESS) was organized and conducted in the 

form of an anonymous survey among employees of the Military Police Service. It was 

targeted at a specific group of respondents, selected based on their professional 

expertise and responsibilities, directly related to and defining the operations of the 

service. 

The empirical sociological study was aimed specifically at this audience, as 

they are best positioned to provide accurate answers to the questions relating to the 

research topic of the dissertation. The processing of the results was carried out using 

statistical analysis through SPSS, version 19. 

For the purposes of this study, a survey was developed, aimed at exploring the 

attitudes of Military Police Service personnel and their assessment of the effectiveness 
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of the functions, tasks, and policies carried out by the Military Police Service of the 

Republic of Bulgaria. The objective opinions of the expert and managerial staff 

regarding the condition and development of the qualities and capabilities of the Military 

Police Service (MPS), in view of its strategic and regulatory framework within the 

Ministry of Defence, will help determine its place and role in maintaining order and 

security—both within the MoD and across the country. 

The factors studied in this empirical sociological research (ESR) address the 

following areas in sequence: 

• The first factor defines the nature of the respondent — their 

professional and life experience, which corresponds to the character and specifics of 

their work in the Military Police Service. 

• The second factor determines the level of familiarity with doctrinal 

documents, laws, or regulations of NATO military police units. 

• The third factor evaluates the awareness of MPS personnel 

regarding the functions, tasks, and jurisdictions of the military police units from Poland, 

the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Croatia, examined in the dissertation. 

• The fourth factor assesses the degree of professional execution of 

functional responsibilities by MPS personnel. The questions relate to personal, 

professional, and social aspects (perspectives) through which the employees form their 

personal understanding and internalized policies. 

• The fifth factor focuses on the interaction of the Military Police 

Service with related security and public order services within the country. It provides an 

opportunity to define the role and place of the MPS in safeguarding order and security 

within the Ministry of Defence and the nation. 

• The final two questions, No. 24 and No. 25, fall under the category 

of “other” factors and cover two additional directions. This factor allows for an indirect 

assessment of the awareness of differences between the declared tasks and actual 

powers of MPS personnel and those of the examined military police structures. It also 

helps evaluate the language training of MPS staff and their participation in the 

international military police community. 
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Figure 3.1. 

 
Figure 3.1. Distribution of the surveyed individuals by age in percentages 

 

Figure 3.2. 

 
Figure 3.2. Frequency distribution of the data according to the positions of 

the surveyed individuals 
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Figure 3.3. 

  
 Figure 3.3. Frequency distribution of the surveyed individuals according to 

their years of service 

In connection with the identification and extraction of Factor No. 2, related to 

examining the level of awareness regarding doctrinal documents, laws, or regulations of 

NATO military police units, the main questions considered were the following: 

• Question No. 4: "Do you consider yourself familiar with the 

Doctrine of the Military Police Service (MPS)?"; 

• Question No. 5: "Do you believe that the Military Police Service of 

the Republic of Bulgaria is at a sufficiently high level to cope with the modern 

challenges it faces?"; 

• Question No. 6: "Are you aware of other doctrines, laws, or any type 

of regulations that define the functions and tasks of military police structures in other 

countries?"; 

• Question No. 9: "Do you consider the Military Police Service to be 

at a good professional level compared to the military police services of other NATO 

member states?" 

When processing the responses to these questions, the percentage distribution 

of the collected data for Questions No. 4 and No. 6 was presented in Figure 3.4. The 

results revealed a high level of awareness among the respondents regarding the 

regulatory documents that define the activities of the Bulgarian MPS and those of 

military police units from NATO member states. 
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Figure 3.4. 

 Figure 3.4. Level of familiarity with the doctrines, laws, or regulations of 

NATO military police units                                   

When processing the responses to questions No. 5 and No. 9 from the 

surveyed respondents, presented in Figure 3.5, it is observed that, compared to other 

military police units from NATO countries, the Military Police Service of the Republic 

of Bulgaria performs its duties excellently. 

Figure 3.5. 
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Through Factor No. 3, which determined the level of awareness among 

Military Police Service (MPS) personnel regarding the functions, tasks, and 

jurisdictions of the military police units examined in the dissertation—those of Poland, 

the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Croatia—the following key questions and results 

were defined: 

• No. 13: "Do you have information about the military police of 

Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Croatia?" 

• No. 14: "Do you believe that the MPS has qualities that match or 

surpass those of the military police services from the countries mentioned in question 

No. 13?" 

Figure 3.6. 

 Figure 3.6. Study of the level of awareness of Military Police Service (MPS) 

personnel regarding the functions, tasks, and jurisdictions of the military police units of 

Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Croatia  

The study of respondents’ level of awareness shows that a large portion of 

those surveyed rate their personal knowledge about the structure and functions of the 

military police units examined in the dissertation as very good. These responses indicate 

a high level of awareness among MPS personnel about the countries under study. 

It is necessary to note that in the answers to question No. 15 ("Which of the 

countries listed in question No. 13 do you believe has the most modern Military Police 

service, i.e., with the most modern equipment and trained personnel?"), there is a high 

degree of dispersion, caused by misinterpretation of the question by the respondents, 

who indicated countries outside of those specified in the question. 
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The question is open-ended and requires respondents to freely specify the 

country they consider a model for a military police structure. In this regard, Figure 3.7 

lists the countries examined in the study, while responses from participants who named 

countries other than those specified in the question are categorized under "Others." 

As a conclusion, the Military Police of the Republic of Poland is rated highest 

as a model example of a military police structure by the respondents, followed by the 

Military Police of the Republic of Croatia, Others, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. 

This result will be instrumental in defining policies based on the tasks and jurisdictions 

that the Polish military police service performs. 

Figure 3.7 

                                  
Figure 3.7. Percentage distribution of responses regarding the countries 

listed in question №13. 

(Question №15: Which of the countries listed in question №13 do you think has the 

most modern Military Police service, i.e., with the most modern equipment and trained 

personnel?) 

The extraction and analysis of factor №4 determine the assessment of the level 

of professional performance of the functional duties of Military Police Service (MPS) 

personnel, concerning their participation in missions, operations, exercises, and other 

activities abroad, through the following questions: 

• №16 "Do you have professional experience working as an MPS 

employee abroad (participation in exercises, missions, working groups, conferences, 

etc.)?" 
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• №17 "If you answered positively to question №16, please indicate 

whether you noticed any differences in the status, powers, and tasks performed by 

colleagues from other countries." 

The results show a high level of participation by Military Police Service 

(MPS) personnel in international military police activities. Consequently, there are also 

high levels of awareness among the surveyed respondents regarding the identified 

differences in authorities within the military police units. 

Figure 3.8. 

 
Figure 3.8. Participation of Military Police Service (MPS) personnel in 

international activities 
Factor №5 examines the respondents’ answers to questions №20 to №23, 

which define the interaction of the MPS with related security and public order services 

in the country. The analysis of this factor allows the identification of the role and place 

of the MPS in maintaining order and security within the Ministry of Defense (MoD) and 

the state. 

The examined questions provide the following information: 

• №20: "What role does the Military Police Service of the Republic of 

Bulgaria play in maintaining order and security within the Bulgarian Army?"; 

• №21: "Do you believe that the Military Police Service of the 

Republic of Bulgaria makes a significant contribution to combating crime and 

maintaining public order in society in general?"; 

• №22: "Do you consider the Military Police Service to be an 

effective and sought-after institution for cooperation with the Ministry of Interior (MoI), 

the State Agency for National Security (DANS), the State Agency for Technical 

Operations (DATO), and other structures in combating crime and maintaining public 

order in the Republic of Bulgaria?" 
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Figure 3.9 

 Figure 3.9. Analysis of attitudes regarding the role of the Military Police 

Service (MPS) in maintaining order and security 

It can be noted that particularly high values are clearly and decisively 

expressed in defining the role and position of the MPS in maintaining order and security 

within the Ministry of Defense and the country. 

The last two questions of the survey, №24 and №25, are attributed to Factor 

№6 "Others," which includes two directions. Through this factor, it is possible to 

indirectly reveal the extent to which the level of awareness and the existence of 

differences between the declared tasks and authorities of MPS personnel and the studied 

military police structures are considered, as well as to determine the language training 

of MPS personnel and their participation in the international military police arena. 

Regarding the assessment of the language training of MPS personnel, as well 

as their participation in international activities, the following results were obtained, 

presented in Figure 3.10. 
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Figure 3.10 

 Figure 3.10. Assessment of the level of preparedness for using language skills 

and participation in international activities 

The question examining the language training and participation in 

international activities of Military Police Service (MPS) personnel shows that 42.1% of 

respondents answered “both yes and no.” This indicates uncertainty about their 

language knowledge and its practical application — meaning the respondents have 

some language skills, but not to the required extent. 

It is concerning that as many as 15% of the respondents rate their readiness to 

use their language skills as low. In comparison, only 33% of those surveyed express 

confidence in their language training. This information justifies the need to plan and 

implement policies to improve the language training of MPS personnel, as well as their 

participation in international activities. 

This result provides grounds to propose a policy model aimed at enhancing 

the language competence of MPS personnel for the use of language skills and 

participation in international activities. 

The responses of the surveyed personnel to question №25, namely “From the 

listed options, which do you think should be a priority for ensuring this in the MPS,” 

yield the following results presented in the table: 
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Table 3.9 

25 question 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 12 4 6,0 7,0 7,0 

125 4 6,0 7,0 28,1 

251 22 32,8 38,6 66,7 

252 5 7,5 8,8 75,4 

253 4 6,0 7,0 82,5 

Table 3.9. Determining priorities for provision in the Military Police Service 

(MPS) 

In the percentage distribution, the second response stands out as the leading 

one: "Modern wheeled, armored infantry transport vehicles that meet the standards for 

conducting operations in military conditions," in combination with the first and fifth 

responses, respectively: 

"Modern equipment in individual protective gear (weapons, uniforms, vests, 

Kevlar helmets)," and "Modern simulators for the training process of MPS personnel." 

It is also noted here that due to the possibility of multiple selections, the results are 

somewhat dispersed, but the second response and its combination with the first and fifth 

proposed options can be considered the most significant. 

The proposals presented below for developing the capabilities of the Military 

Police Service indicate that the study focuses on analyzing specific functional areas that 

ensure task fulfillment based on the declared capabilities of the respective military 

police services. In this sense, due to the necessity of timely development of the military 

police capabilities of the MPS and in response to the dynamically changing security 

environment, we consider it necessary to undertake legislative and organizational 

measures aimed at implementing timely and adequate changes according to the security 

environment in the Ministry of Defense and the state. 
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Table 3.16  

Activity Proposal The resulting effect 

Authorization 

for 

suspension of 

UAS 

operation 

Establishment of a 

regulatory framework for 

the creation and operation 

of a unit for the use and 

protection of UAS. 

Implementation of a 

methodology for training 

Military Police Service 

personnel in the operation 

of UAS. 

Achieving full capability 

for prevention in the use 

of UAS. Acquisition of 

professional skills in the 

field of UAS operation 

and counteraction. 

Approves the 

technical 

condition of 

military 

transport 

vehicles. 

Amendment of the 

regulatory framework and 

implementation of the 

capability for Military 

Police Service personnel 

to conduct technical 

inspections of military 

transport vehicles. The 

technical fitness of 

military vehicles shall be 

certified by the Military 

Police in accordance with 

procedures established by 

a specific regulatory act 

Establishment of rules 

and procedures to 

enhance control and 

security in the use of 

military transport 

vehicles. 

Table 3.16. Proposal for Capability Development in the Area of "Control and 

Security."  

The establishment of new authorities for the Military Police Service (MPS) 

regarding protection against unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) aims to conduct actions 

against individuals who violate the prohibition on operating unmanned aircraft over or 

within a guarded military facility. These changes may also include the authorization to 

interrupt illegal activities of unmanned aerial vehicles flying over secured military sites. 

This provision will address the current situation in the field of modern technology 

development, which involves the use of UAVs. 

The registration of vehicles belonging to the armed forces and the issuance of 

a technical registration certificate by military police personnel would help ensure their 

operational safety. In this regard, conducting periodic specialized technical inspections 

at a military police unit will lead to adequate checks on the working condition and 

proper maintenance of the automotive equipment. 
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Table 3.17 

Activity Proposal The resulting effect 

Proposal for the 

acquisition and 
development of 

biometric 

capabilities 

Creation of a structurally defined plan for 

the development of biometric capability. 

Setting goals within a defined 

schedule will contribute to 

their achievement and the 
development of capabilities. 

Enhancing the protection of 

own forces 

Establishment of an expert group within the 
Military Police Service, focused on 

biometrics, led by the Military Police 

Criminal Service 

Establishment of a specialized 
department for the collection 

and analysis of biometric 

traces. 

Implementation of biometrics as part of the 

security regime for entry and movement 

within regulated and strategic facilities of 
the Ministry of Defense 

Strengthening security, 

rationalizing security 

activities. 

Table 3.17. Proposal for Capability Development in the Area of "Criminal 

Activity."        

The development of biometric capabilities within the Military Police Service 

(MPS) represents an important step toward transitioning to modern technological 

solutions for the identification and registration of individuals, as well as the technical 

reinforcement of facility security. This technology can be further developed and 

implemented to secure facilities during peacetime. Replacing the identification of 

people by magnetic cards, when entering and moving within Ministry of Defense 

facilities, with biometric systems would significantly enhance the security of these sites. 

Table 3.18 

Activity Proposal The resulting effect 

Use of a public document 

or electronic identification 
means containing data 

other than data identifying 

the person to the Military 
Police Service. 

Implementation of a policy 

for conducting 'covert' 
operational methods to 

acquire operational 

information. 

Possibility to obtain more 

detailed information in order 
to achieve more efficient and 

comprehensive operational 

activities. 

Table 3.18. Proposal for Capability Development in the Area of "Operational 

Activity." 

By adopting the corresponding capability, following the example of the 

Military Police of Poland, the possibility is indicated to implement a policy that would 

enhance the efficiency of the operational and intelligence activities of the operational 

personnel of the Military Police Service (MPS). 
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Table 3.19 

Table 3.19. Language readiness of the Military Police Service (MPS) 

personnel. 

In this case, based on the results of the survey conducted among the 

respondents, the goal was set to encourage professional support for the MPS personnel 

in the area of foreign language proficiency, language training, and education that meet 

the goals and capabilities of NATO. 

Table 3.20 

Activity Proposal The resulting effect 

Jurisdiction over 
civilians. 

Expansion of the jurisdiction and 
powers of the Military Police Service 

and Military Prosecutor’s Office over 

civilians. 

Timely and consistent 
maintenance of order and 

security in the Ministry of 

Defense. 

Table 3.20. Proposal for the development of the jurisdiction of the Military 

Police Service (MPS). 

Based on the author's own empirical experience over years of service in the 

MPS and personal analysis and conviction from numerous cases and incidents, the 

author of the dissertation is convinced of the necessity to expand the jurisdiction and 

powers of the Military Police Service. The author suggests that these powers should be 

directed and extended to civilian persons committing or having committed general 

crimes or offenses that threaten or harm the order and security within the Ministry of 

Defense and its personnel. This expansion is considered necessary and timely, as there 

has been an increase in cases of civilian use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) within 

Ministry of Defense facilities. There are also cases of actions and influence by 

organized criminal groups (OCGs) targeting Ministry of Defense employees and 

military property. 

Activity Proposal The resulting effect 

Enhancing 

the language 
proficiency of 

Military 

Police 
Service 

personnel. 

Increasing the intensity of language skills 

enhancement courses for Military police 
Service personnel to reach STANAG Level 

2 in English. 

Raising the language proficiency level of 

Military Police members. Opportunity to 
participate in foreign courses — acquiring 

international experience. 

Requirement for junior officers to achieve 
STANAG Level 2 in English. 

Achieving NATO standards, improving the 
quality of command within overseas 

operations. 

Available option for improving language 

skills in a STANAG 3 language course. 

Motivation of Military Police Service 

members for further development of their 

language skills. Benefit for personnel in 

overseas operations 

Financial incentives for Military Police 
personnel upon acquiring language skills in 

other relevant languages according to 

STANAG standards. 

Development of language skills in less 
commonly used foreign languages. 
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An increase in incidents of domestic violence by civilians against military 

personnel has been observed, as well as cases involving civilians dependent on 

narcotics, psychoactive substances, alcohol, or suffering from psychiatric disorders 

who, due to their condition, exhibit behavior that threatens order and security within the 

Ministry of Defense and its personnel. 

In this context, the security of the state is also threatened by the use of 

computer technologies, often involving criminal acts of cybercrime. These acts 

represent a significant and sometimes insurmountable process carried out with criminal 

intent and seeking material gain. Their manifestations threaten fundamental state data, 

undermine communication and server connections, expose databases that sometimes 

contain state secrets. In many cases, these databases and technological abuses are linked 

to attacks against the defense and defense capability of the republic, threatening core 

state institutions and even enabling trade of data, influence, and control over the 

respective state by foreign powers. 

Therefore, it is necessary that, upon identification of the perpetrator—even if 

they are a civilian—they should be tried in military courts for the following reasons: by 

their actions, they have obtained access to classified information related to the defense 

capability. 

Only military structures with a connection to the crime scene can preserve and 

maintain this information during the investigation, since it, as an object of investigation 

on a national level, becomes accessible to a broader group of users. 

In this context, it is reasonably concluded that the significance of threats when 

committing criminal or economic offenses by or against military personnel and civilian 

employees in the Ministry of Defense (MoD), or respectively against weapons and 

equipment, is much greater because they directly affect the combat readiness of the 

army and the national security of the state. In contrast, crimes of a similar nature 

committed by civilians in society, whether criminal or economic, largely do not pose a 

threat to national security or the combat readiness of the armed forces. Threatening the 

inviolability of even a single service member could compromise a military structure. 

Similarly, compromising equipment or facilities of a given unit would disrupt the 

combat readiness and functionality of that unit. 

The reasons that necessitate the adoption of proposals for amendments and 

additions to the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code, as well as the Military 

Police Act and the Rules for the Implementation of the Military Police Act, arise from 

the need for an adequate response to rapidly evolving security risks within the Ministry 

of Defense, considering the threats outlined above. The continuously changing security 

environment requires systematic monitoring and analysis of the application of existing 

legislation, which in turn demands timely regulatory amendments. 
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In this sense, the conducted analysis and the derived reasons justify the 

practical need to amend and supplement the legal framework—namely the Penal Code, 

Criminal Procedure Code, Military Police Act, and its implementing regulations—to 

improve provisions in line with the analysis and identified opportunities. The described 

reasons and impacts generate a problem that increasingly affects security in the Ministry 

of Defense, and thus timely amendments and additions to the above-mentioned 

normative rules are necessary. 

Conclusions to Chapter Three: 

1. The studied NATO military police units perform their functions 

within the armed forces, having a primary role in maintaining legality, order, and 

military discipline within their armed forces. Together with other law enforcement 

agencies, they actively participate in combating and preventing crime within their 

countries. 

2. The conducted comparative analysis of the military police services 

shows that the Military Police Service (MPS) of the Republic of Bulgaria has 

approximately similar legal regulations to those of its NATO partners, possessing 

certain specific features that distinguish it from them, taking into account its region of 

operation and the existing security environment. The service needs to continue 

developing its capabilities and modernizing its equipment to meet upcoming tasks and 

challenges. New situations and new problems require new solutions for future security 

and defense challenges. 

3. One of the directions for improving the activities of the MPS is the 

creation of units for controlling the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to protect 

military facilities from such attacks, as well as units for acquiring and developing 

biometric capabilities. 

4. The Republic of Bulgaria has internationally recognized scientific 

institutions working in the field of security and defense (Ministry of Interior Academy, 

“G. S. Rakovski” Military Academy, National Military University “V. Levski,” Naval 

Academy “N. Y. Vaptsarov,” and Air Force Academy “Georgi Benkovski”), which 

have well-prepared academic staff and excellent teaching and material resources. The 

joint activities between these higher education institutions and the MPS are a successful 

prerequisite for enhancing the qualifications of military police personnel related to 

performing tasks in specific conditions and environments. 

5. Considering the qualities and capabilities of the MPS, the Republic 

of Bulgaria could propose to its NATO allies the establishment of a military police 

battalion battle group on its territory, composed of military police units from Bulgaria, 

Turkey, Greece, Romania, and North Macedonia, similar to the center in Bydgoszcz, 

Republic of Poland, with the aim of improving the operational interoperability of the 

military police in the region and, more specifically, within NATO. 
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CONCLUSION 

This scientific study is the first attempt to conduct a comparative analysis of 

the content, functions, tasks, and powers of the military police bodies of the armed 

forces of NATO member states, with the aim of defining and deriving policies to 

increase the efficiency of the Military Police Service (MPS). 

Through a comprehensive analysis of the doctrinal functions and normatively 

declared capabilities of the respective military police units, the scope of their abilities 

has been identified, through which specific policies, tasks, and capabilities could be 

implemented within the MPS. 

At the same time, for the first time, a large body of literature from other 

foreign-language sources related to the topic of the dissertation has been introduced into 

scientific discourse. 

The dissertation presents a study of the defined topic, where the analysis of 

the literature used and the results of the conducted survey allow for the proposal of 

innovative solutions for the functioning of the MPS. 

Following an in-depth review of the military police services of NATO 

member states, including the Republic of Bulgaria, the policies established in military 

police services that define their capabilities, functions, and tasks, as adopted in the 

respective normative acts, have been identified and compared, reflecting differences and 

similarities on the path toward better adoption and assimilation of new possibilities and 

methods for implementation in the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

In this regard, current and significant recommendations have been formulated 

for new concepts and introductions in the use of methods in the operational environment 

of the military police activity, which could contribute to improving the scope and 

powers of the service in the future. 

As a result of the analysis, there is an opportunity to apply activities, practices, 

and technologies to increase the effectiveness and capabilities of the Military Police 

Service in improving and enhancing security provision in the Bulgarian Army, the state, 

as well as its partners under agreements to which the Republic of Bulgaria is a party. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DISSERTATION 

Scientific contributions: 

1) Scientific-theoretical contributions 

1. Based on an in-depth analysis and evaluation of organizational 

theories, appropriate theoretical knowledge has been selected and systematized, which 

is suitably interpreted with the aim of enhancing the efficiency of the management of 

the Military Police Service (MPS) to operate in conditions of coalition partnership with 

the respective services of NATO member states. 

2. The results obtained from the scientific research further develop and 

enrich the knowledge about the structure, functions, and tasks of military police bodies 

in contemporary conditions, taking into account the dynamically changing security 

environment and the experience of the services studied in the dissertation. 

3. A new concept, “Security Society,” has been defined, revealing an 

aspect previously unknown in the studied and known security terminology—namely, 

the existence of groups of specialists or public figures from various regions and 

ethnicities who simply do not accept war as an acceptable way to resolve any conflicts. 

 

2) Scientific-applied contributions 

1. Numerous documents regulating the activities of the Military Police 

Services in the studied countries have been identified, processed, analyzed, and cited, 

allowing a thorough analysis of their structure, functions, and tasks. 

2. A survey was conducted among employees and experts from the 

Military Police Service. Based on the analysis of the survey results, well-founded 

innovative solutions, policies, and practices have been developed to increase the 

efficiency of the MPS’s work. 

3. The need has been identified to adopt proposals for amendments and 

additions to the Criminal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code, as well as the Military 

Police Act and the Rules for its Implementation, arising from the necessity to 

adequately respond to the rapidly evolving security risks in the Ministry of Defense 

amid a dynamically changing security environment. 
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Annotation 

The dissertation examines the significance of threats of committing criminal 

acts by military personnel in and on the occasion of the performance of their official 

duties and of identical ones committed by civilians. Criminal and economic crimes in 

society, to a large extent, do not pose a direct threat to national security. They have a 

certain aspect and punishability, while criminal and economic crimes and terrorism in 

the army have another aspect, characterized by a threat to national security and a 

violation of the combat readiness of the armed forces. 

The emphasis is on the study of the main aspects of the activities of the 

military police services specified in the scientific work. By studying and analyzing the 

activities and functioning of the relevant military police services, appropriate proposals 

will be formulated and presented for the introduction of new policies and capabilities in 

the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria in order to increase the 

efficiency and activities of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

The definitions of concepts in the field of national security and defense are 

theoretically examined. The international military police profile of military police is 

revealed, examining the historical development of the specified military police 

structures. An in-depth analysis is made of the existing legal framework and the 

mechanism of regulatory regulation of the powers of the studied military police services 

in the performance of their functions and tasks. A comparative analysis was carried out, 

characterizing the doctrinal functions and tasks of the respective military police 

services, taking into account their maintenance and improvement. The place and role of 

the military police of the specified countries in the system of national security and 

protection of public order are analyzed. 

Scientifically based conclusions have been drawn and the results of a survey 

conducted among 57 participants, employees of the Military Police Service of the 

Republic of Bulgaria, have been analyzed, with the aim of identifying, deriving and 

presenting current proposals for optimizing and increasing the efficiency and 

capabilities of the service. 
 

 


