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1. Introduction

The presented dissertation is dedicated to a significant and timely topic in the
field of national security and defense the status and prospects of the Military Police
Service of the Republic of Bulgaria in the context of comparison with analogous
structures in NATO member states. The choice of topic is justified both by the current
international and domestic political environment and by the need to enhance the
effectiveness and interoperability of military police structures in line with allied
standards.

The author demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the subject matter,
combining empirical experience with an analytical approach, which lends a high degree

of credibility and practical value to the conducted research.

2. Analysis of the Structure and Content of the Dissertation

The dissertation comprises a total of 149 pages and is constructed in accordance
with academic standards, displaying a clearly structured logic. It consists of an
introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, a bibliography, and appendices. Each
chapter consecutively explores key aspects of the topic from the theoretical framework
of security and defense, through the historical development of military police services
in selected countries, to a thorough comparative analysis of their policies, powers, and
operational capabilities.

Chapter One presents the theoretical and methodological framework of the
study, examining key concepts such as “national security”, “military police”, and
“organizational effectiveness”. The author successfully traces the evolution of
conceptual understanding of military police and its role within various security models.
Diverse scholarly perspectives are included, establishing a solid foundation for

subsequent empirical findings.
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Chapter Two focuses on the historical and institutional development of
military police structures in Bulgaria and selected countries from Central and Eastern
Europe. It offers a systematized chronology of their establishment, transformations, and
legal changes. The analysis is enriched with legal and organizational details, lending
strong factual value to the presentation.

Chapter Three contains the core comparative analysis between the Bulgarian
Military Police Service and equivalent institutions in Poland, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, and Croatia. The comparison criteria powers, organizational structure,
operational functions, and interagency cooperation are clearly outlined. Based on these,
the author formulates concrete proposals for improving Bulgarian practices. This
chapter is central to achieving the dissertation’s objectives, standing out for its
analytical rigor and clarity of argumentation.

The dissertation utilizes a robust bibliographic foundation, including legal
documents, academic publications, strategies and doctrines from NATO member states,
and contemporary works in the field of security and defense. The sources are current
and relevant to the research topic, reflecting the author’s commitment to encompassing
both national and international dimensions of the issue. Particularly notable is the use
of official documents from Ministries of Defense, statutes, doctrines, and laws, which
lend weight to the comparative analysis.

The inclusion of authors from various academic schools contributes to the
theoretical richness of the analysis. Nonetheless, in some sections, better
systematization of sources (e.g., by thematic groups — national security, military police,
international relations) could improve clarity.

Overall, the selection of literature demonstrates depth and critical insight, and
the sources used provide a reliable foundation for well-reasoned conclusions and

recommendations.

3. Evaluation of Methodology, Originality, and Scientific Contribution
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Methodologically, the dissertation employs an appropriate and modern toolkit,
including document analysis, comparative analysis, expert surveys, and a critical
review of regulatory frameworks. The methods used are well-justified and aligned with
the research goals and tasks. A particularly valuable aspect is the inclusion of expert
opinions and the author's professional experience, which further validates the derived
conclusions.

The dissertation stands out with a high degree of originality, both in terms of
thematic choice and applied research approaches. The author goes beyond traditional
structural descriptions, conducting a complex analysis of the legal and institutional
frameworks of military police services in Central and Eastern European countries with
similar historical and strategic trajectories to that of the Republic of Bulgaria.

The scientific contributions of the dissertation can be summarized in the
following main areas:

1. Theoretical contributions:

1.1. Systematization of terminology related to military police activity in the
context of national and collective security.

1.2. Formulation of an analytical model for evaluating the effectiveness of
military police structures based on international comparative criteria.

1.3. Development of a scientifically grounded definition of “organizational
effectiveness” within the military security sector.

2. Practical contributions:

2.1. Development of practical proposals for optimizing the structure, authority,
and cooperation of the Military Police Service.

2.2. Identification and adaptation of best practices from NATO member states
that can be integrated into the Bulgarian system.

2.3. Drafting of policy recommendations aligned with the regulatory and
strategic framework of the Ministry of Defense.

3. Methodological contributions:
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3.1. Application and adaptation of the comparative method for institutional
analysis in the defense field.
3.2. Inclusion of an expert survey as a tool for validating findings, with potential

for use in other organizational security studies.

I accept the outlined scientific contributions as a result of the author’s research
work, which adequately reflects scholarly achievement in the field of organizational
security.

The author has presented three solo publications and one co-authored with the
academic advisor, all in Bulgarian and presented at national scientific conferences.
These publications incorporate essential aspects of the research and have allowed the
scientific community to become familiar with the dissertation’s subject matter.

To my knowledge, the results of the dissertation have not yet been cited by other
authors.

The dissertation has successfully passed a plagiarism check using the
specialized software Strikeplagiarism.com, provided by the Ministry of Education and
Science. The similarity coefficients presented in the verification report fall within the
acceptable limits established by Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

The author’s abstract, comprising 47 pages, is developed in accordance with
academic standards and provides a comprehensive overview of the scientific value and

applicability of the achieved contributions.

4. Critical Remarks

Although the dissertation is of high overall quality, it could be further improved
in the following areas, which I offer as constructive suggestions:

¢ In some parts of the exposition, there is a slight predominance of theoretical

definitions and quotations. In future work, the author might consider presenting the
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theoretical framework in a more compact and integrated manner, emphasizing its
connection to the empirical analysis.

e The recommendations formulated in Chapter Three could be supplemented
with a brief analysis of the opportunities and challenges related to their practical
implementation within the Ministry of Defense. This would enhance the applied nature
of the research.

e The analysis of foreign models (e.g., Poland, the Czech Republic) could be
enriched by incorporating additional indicators of institutional effectiveness, thereby
adding greater analytical depth to the comparative approach.

e In the future, presenting some of the information in the form of tables or
charts could facilitate the perception of data and support the visualization of the drawn
conclusions.

e For future research, it may be worthwhile to consider including additional
countries in the comparative analysis—such as Germany or France—whose military
police organizational models offer a different institutional approach and would enrich

the theoretical framework.

The proposed remarks do not detract from the scientific and practical value of
the dissertation; rather, they are intended to serve as guidance for the further

development of the topic.

5. Conclusion and Final Evaluation

The dissertation by Vladislav Stanimirov Savov, titled “Comparative Analysis
of Military Police Services. Policies for Improving the Effectiveness of the Military
Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria”, represents a comprehensive and in-depth
scientific study, possessing both theoretical significance and high practical
applicability. The topic is timely, the structure is logical, and the methodology is

appropriately selected and consistently applied.
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The dissertation fully meets the requirements of the Law on the Development
of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its
Implementation, specifically in the part concerning the acquisition of the educational
and scientific degree “Doctor”.

Based on the conducted analysis and drawn conclusions, I give my overall
positive evaluation of the dissertation and recommend that the esteemed Academic
Committee award Vladislav Stanimirov Savov the educational and scientific degree
“Doctor” in the higher education field 9. Security and Defense, professional field 9.1.

National Security, in the Doctoral Program “Organizational Security”.
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