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The dissertation work was discussed and proposed for defense before a scientific jury in

accordance with the Law for the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria,

the Regulations for its Implementation and the Regulations for the Development of Academic

Staff at the Episkop Konstantin Preslavsky Shumen University by the Department of Information

and Communication Technologies Security, according to the decision of the Faculty Council of

the Faculty of Technical Sciences of 25.04.2025 (Protocol J\lb FD-02-10125.04.2025).

The PhD student Vladislav Stanimirov Savov is studying part-time, in the doctoral

program ,,Orgarizational Security" at the Department of Security of Information and

Communication Technologies of the Faculty of Technical Sciences since 01 .07.2019. The PhD

student is dismissed with the right to defence, by order J\b RD-l0-373117.07.2024, of the Rector

of Shumen University, starting from 01 .07.2024.

The basis for presenting the opinion is Order i\! RD-l6-077130.04.2025 of the Rector of

Episkop Konstantin Preslavsky Shumen University for participation in the Scientific Jury for the

defense of the dissertation work and the decision of the same. taken at its first meetins held on

12.05.2025.

1. Actuality and significance of the scientific problem being developed

The dissertation on the topic ,,Comparative analysis of military police services. Policies

for increasing the efficiency of the Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria" is

dedicated to an extremely topical and significant scientific problem in the context of the

dynamically changing security environment in Europe and the world. Geopolitical challenges,

including the war in Ukraine, migratory pressure and Bulgaria's participation in allied operations

under the auspices of NATO, require the adaptation of national security structures, including the

Military Police Service.

The study is of particular signifrcance as it examines a comparative analysis of similar

structures in countries with similar historical, political and defence characteristics (Poland, Czech

Republic, Slovakia, Croatia), looking for best practices and policy guidelines for increasing the

effectiveness of the Bulgarian structure.

The urgency is further enhanced by the integration processes within NATO, as well as

the need to transform defence institutions in line with new forms of threats and interoperability

requirements.

The topic is of high societal relevance and reflects the need for evidence-based policies

for reform and optimization of both the organizational structures and the legal and regulatory

framework supporting the functioning of military police activity in Bulgaria.
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2. General characteristics and structure of the dissertation

The dissertation is 150 pages long, of which 126pages of maintext and 14 pages of

appendices. It consists of an introduction, three chapters with conclusions to each of them, a

conclusion, a bibliographic list of the literature used, a list of abbreviations used, contributions

to the dissertation, a list of publications and two appendices - a questionnaire and the results of

the frequency distribution of the responses received from the questionnaire.

Considering the specific nature of the topic, I believe that the author has used a fully

sufficient amount of popular and scientific literature from 109 sources (including 28 internet

sources and 55 foreign language sources) in the development of the dissertation.

The dissertation is a complex study with a well-structured logic and sequence, covering

both theoretical aspects and applied analysis. The introduction formulates the object, subject, aim

and research objectives ofthe research. Each chapter addresses a specific aspect ofthe research

topic.

In chapter one, extensive research is done in relation to the definitions of concepts in the

field of national security and defence.

Chapter two reveals the international military police profile of military police, the

mechanism of normative and legal regulation ofthe powers of the studied military police services

in the performance of their functions and tasks.

Chapter Three provides a comparative analysis characterizingthe doctrinal functions and

tasks of the respective military police services, given their need for maintenance and

improvement.

On the basis of the analyzed information from the scientific result, an author's model is

developed, through which policies and measures for improving the efficiency of the Military

Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria are proposed.

In the conclusion, a summary is presented in which the main results and contributions of

the dissertation research are highlighted.

As a summary, it can be said that the research methodology chosen in the development

of the dissertation is labor appropriate. It is based on the systematic approach, and a variety of

general scientific methods - factor analysis, synthesis, comparison, generalization, etc. have been

used to solve the individual research tasks. In the process of conducting the survey, the author

has followed the basic steps in the preparation of the survey as a method of collecting

information.
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3. Characteristics and evaluation of the scientific results and contributions of the

dissertation

The dissertation offers an in-depth comparative analysis of military police services in

selected countries, highlighting their best practices, institutional structure, legal framework and

operational capacity. Particularly valuable is the critical reading of the existing state of the

Military Police Service of the Republic of Bulgaria, with clearly identified problem areas and

concrete proposals for improving its efficiency.

Among the most significant scientific contributions are:

- Justified comparative analysis between the military police services of five NATO

countries, with identified structural, functional and normative differences and similarities.

- Conducting an empirical sociological study reflecting the views of Military Police

Service experts, which provides a reliable practical basis for the proposed policies.

- Put forward policies and proposals to increase the efficiency of the SAPS, related to

organisational structure, legislative changes and cooperation with international partners.

- Contribute to the systematisation of the conceptual apparatus related to national security,

military police and defence policies.

- Introduction of indicators for assessing the capabilities of military police structures, an

approach that has the potential to build on in other research.

The work demonstrates methodological precision, analyical skills and a skilful

combination of theoretical and applied approaches. I accept the above contributions and believe

that they are the work of the author and adequately reflect the candidate's scientific achievements

in the field of organizational security.

4. Evaluation of dissertation publications and authorship

On the topic of the dissertation the author has presented 3 independent publications and

one co-authored in Bulgarian, which have been presented at international scientific conferences

in the country. The papers contain essential points of the conducted research and I believe that

they have given the scientific community an opportunity to get acquainted with the dissertation.

The abstract has been developed according to the requirements and gives a full picture of

the scientific value and practical applicability of the contributions made.

5. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism

Within the scope of my expertise, I am not aware of any research results in this

dissertation being cited by other authors.
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The dissertation has been nm thrrough specialized software, the IT tool

Strikeplagiarism.com, designed to check the authenticity of textual documents where the

similarity coefficients are within acceptable limits.

6. Critical remarks

Despite the high scientific value of the work, several remarks of a constructive nature can

be made:

- The scope of the comparative analysis could be broadened to include one more Western

European country (e.g. France or Germany) in order to achieve a more balanced perspective.

- Some of the policy proposals are formulated at a conceptual level and could be

supported by concrete implementation mechanisms - timeframes, institutional responsibility and

indicators ofsuccess.

- There are repetitions and linguistic inconsistencies in parts of the presentation which

could be corrected with editorial precision.

These remarks do not diminish the scientific and practical value of the thesis.

7. Conclusion and evaluation of the thesis

The presented dissertation on ,,Comparative Analysis of Military Police Services.

Policies for Increasing the Efficiency ofthe Military Police Service ofthe Republic of Bulgaria",

developed by the PhD student Vladislav Stanimirov Savov, represents a complete and finished

scientific work on a specific scientific problem. The topic is topical, the research is in-depth, and

the scientific results and contributions are significant for both theory and practice in the field of
national security and defence.

The dissertation fully complies with the requirements of the Law for the Development of
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations for its implementation, in the

part related to the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree ,,Doctor".

On the basis of the foregoing, I support the award of the degree of Doctor of Education

and Science to Vladislav Stanimirov Savov in the field of higher education 9. Security and

Defence, professional field 9.1. National Security, in the Doctoral Programme,,Orgatizational

Securitv".

23.05.2025

Shumen

Prepared the opinion:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Eng. Donika Dimanova
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