STATEMENT

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Lidia Nikolova Koleva
St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo
Faculty of Education, Department of Pedagogy

on a dissertation submitted for the award of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor
(PhD)”

Field of Higher Education: 1. Pedagogical Sciences
Professional Field: 1.1. Theory and Management of Education
Doctoral Program: Educational Management

Doctoral Candidate: Zhivko Todorov Zhelyazkov
Scientific Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Svetlozar Vatsov

Dissertation Topic:
MARKETING APPROACH IN THE MANAGEMENT OF SECONDARY
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IN THE SHUMEN REGION

General Presentation of the Procedure and the Doctoral Candidate

The author of the dissertation, Zhivko Todorov Zhelyazkov, was enrolled in full-time doctoral
studies at Shumen University in 2021 under Order No. RD 10-070. The set of submitted
materials complies with the requirements ofthe Law on the Development of the Academic Staff
in the Republic of Bulgaria, the related implementing regulations, and the regulations of
Shumen University “Bishop Konstantin Preslavski” The doctoral candidate has presented
three scientific publications associated with the dissertation topic, demonstrating strong
research skills and the ability to conduct independent scientific work.

This statement 1s based on the submitted dissertation and dissertation abstract, both of which
are well-structured and meet academic standards.

Dissertation and Abstract

The dissertation addresses a significant problem for both educational management and national
educational policy, highlighting the necessity of applying marketing principles in secondary
vocational education in Bulgaria. The structure includes an mtroduction, three chapters,
conclusions, recommendations, scientific contributions, reference list and appendices. The
main body consists of 159 pages, supported by 9 tables, 43 figures, and 2 appendices, with 95
bibliographic sources.

The introduction clearly defines the relevance, research aim, objectives, object and subject of
study, and methodological framework.

Chapter One

The core concept — the nature and specifics of marketing orientation in school education — is
thoroughly operationalized. The candidate demonstrates extensive theoretical knowledge,



supported by national strategic documents and empirical data. The analysis of vocational
education i the Shumen region is a particularly strong contribution.

Chapter Two

A comprehensive analysis of political, economic, educational, and socio-cultural factors
influencing management is conducted. The documentary analysis shows the candidate has the
theoretical and practical readiness to carry out independent research.

Chapter Three

The empirical study tests research hypotheses with appropriate statistical methods. The sample
includes 20 school principals from 9 vocational, 8 secondary, and 3 unified schools
implementing vocational training. The results are clearly visualized and interpreted.

Conclusion

The dissertation confirms that marketing in school management is perceived partially and not
as a fully integrated managerial philosophy, highlighting the need for rethinking school
positioning and responsiveness to student needs. The study contributes meaningfully to
educational management theory and practice.

The dissertation meets all academic requirements and shows no evidence of plagiarism. The
abstract accurately reflects the contents of the research. Scientometric requirements are fully
met.

Scientific Contributions (validated)

1. Systematization of knowledge on the essence, goals and applications of educational
marketing.
2. Analysis of the regulatory framework for vocational education.

Development of a SWOT analysis for vocational education nationally and regionally.
4. Creation and implementation of original research tools measuring school principals’
readiness for marketing management, student motivation, and training satisfaction.

5. Formulation of practical recommendations for educational institutions and employers
based on market demand alignment.
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Remarks and Recommendations

No critical remarks. The candidate is encouraged to disseminate the results and publish the
research.

Final Conclusion
The dissertation is an original scientific work that meets all national and institutional
requirements. The candidate demonstrates deep theoretical knowledge and professional

competence in Theory and Management of Education.

I give a positive evaluation and propose that the respected Scientific Jury award Zhivko
Todorov Zhelyazkov the educational and scientific degree “Doctor (PhD)” in: Field of Higher
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