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1. Brief Biographical Data on the Doctoral Student

Valentina Velichkova Georgieva graduated in 2013 from Konstantin Preslavsky
University of Shumen with a Bachelor’s degree in Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy.

In 2014 she obtained a Master’s degree in Innovations in Preschool and Primary
Education from the same university.

In 2020 she enrolled as a full-time PhD student in the doctoral program Preschool
Pedagogy at the Department of ,,TOPO and PUNUP”, Faculty of Education, Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Shumen.

Valentina Georgieva has completed numerous qualification courses — 28 in total. The
first, in 2013, was ,,European Trends in the Education of Kindergarten Children. Working with



Electronic Products” — Lyudmil Gerasimov and the most recent, in 2024 was ,,Safe Behavior in
Disasters, Preparation and Training of Children and Staff in Kindergarten.”

All of these trainings have contributed significantly to her professional development
and experience in the field of preschool education.

2. General Description of the Dissertation and Attached Materials
The dissertation consists of four chapters and totals 303 standard pages — 200 pages of
main text and 83 pages of appendices. It includes 21 tables and 40 figures, whose numbering is
consistent with that in the abstract. The bibliography lists 118 information sources in Bulgarian
and foreign languages.

3. Relevance and Significance of the Dissertation

Valentina Georgieva’s dissertation addresses an important and timely issue — the role
of constructive activities in developing preschool children’s cognitive activity through project-
based learning (PBL).

This topic aligns with educational standards both nationally and internationally. The
two key competencies — cognitive activity and project-based learning — are central to the
implementation of preschool education.

Through her dissertation, Georgieva presents and applies a model of pedagogical
interaction in a PBL context aimed at enhancing the cognitive activity of 6 — 7-year-old
children. The model offers a new perspective on organizing and conducting the educational
process. It is based on an understanding of necessary changes and on strategies to address
current challenges in Bulgarian preschool education — such as weak motivation, limited
attention span, underdeveloped speech culture, and insufficient cooperation between
kindergarten and family.

4. Research Methodology
Valentina Georgieva skillfully selects research methods that create a stimulating,
competency-oriented learning environment enabling the practical application of acquired
knowledge and skills.
To achieve her research goal, she analyzes the curriculum for the fourth age group,
identifying didactic opportunities for creating an educational environment that fosters

children’s cognitive activity.



She designs and tests an educational model for pedagogical interaction in a PBL setting,
ensuring practical application of acquired knowledge through diverse constructive activities
and active participation in thematic projects.

She also develops and validates a toolkit for assessing the cognitive development of 6
— 7-year-old children.

The research fully meets the requirements for a dissertation and clearly demonstrates

the candidate’s academic contributions.

5. Structure and Evaluation of the Dissertation

The main text is properly structured into four chapters.

Chapter One presents a theoretical analysis of cognitive activity in preschool children
and the application of project-based learning. It explores the competency-based approach and
interactive pedagogical interaction as innovative practices in preschool education. Georgieva
discusses PBL in early childhood and the role of the STEAM approach in project work. She
identifies the psychological and pedagogical aspects of cognitive activity and the contribution
of constructive activities to enriching children’s knowledge and practical experience — an
original contribution of the author.

Chapter Two outlines the methodology, methods, and organization of the study,
defining criteria and indicators for the diagnostic procedure developed by the author — another
contribution. The goal, tasks, object, subject, and hypothesis are clearly formulated and
consistent with the topic.

Chapter Three presents a conceptual framework of the model for pedagogical
interaction in a PBL environment aimed at enhancing the cognitive activity of 6 — 7-year-olds.
The model is both tested and original. The author justifies its necessity and defines its
objectives, tasks, and expected results.

Chapter Four provides an analysis of the empirical results according to the established
criteria.

Overall, the dissertation offers an in-depth study of preschool children’s cognitive
activity in a PBL context.

6. Scientific Contributions of the Dissertation
Valentina Georgieva accurately identifies and formulates her dissertation’s scientific

contributions:



1. Through an extensive analysis, the current state and modern characteristics of
preschool education in Bulgaria are revealed. The role of constructive activities and the
prerequisites (approaches and strategies) for developing cognitive activity in PBL conditions
are analyzed.

2. An educational model for pedagogical interaction in a project-oriented environment
is theoretically substantiated. The model is integrative, supporting the development of key
competencies through constructive activities in kindergarten.

3. The curriculum for the fourth age group is systematized into global educational areas
serving as a basis for thematic project planning that integrates competencies across educational
domains.

4. An educational-methodical model for pedagogical interaction in a PBL context is
created and validated, ensuring the practical application of acquired knowledge through
constructive activities and participation in thematic projects.

5. A toolkit is developed and validated to objectively assess the achievements and

progress of 6 — 7-year-old children in implementing the educational model.

7. Publications
Three publications related to the dissertation have been produced, meeting the minimum

national requirements.

8. Recommendations
Two recommendations are made to Valentina Georgieva:

e Text Structuring: In some parts (especially Chapters One and Four), the content
appears fragmented, which can distract the reader. It is recommended that in future works,
Georgieva outline the framework of each topic more clearly to ensure consistency and logical
flow.

e Publication Activity: Given the impressive scope of the study, it is advisable for
the candidate to publish and disseminate more of her results to reach a wider audience of
preschool education professionals.

9. Conclusion
In conclusion, the presented dissertation meets all requirements for awarding the

educational and scientific degree PhD



I express my positive opinion and recommend that Valentina Velichkova
Georgieva be awarded the degree PhD in professional field 1.2. Pedagogy, doctoral
program Preschool Pedagogy.
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