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Brief Information about the Doctoral Student

Valentina Velichkova Georgieva graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in
,Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy” in 2013 from Shumen University
,,Episkop Konstantin Preslavski.”

In 2014, she obtained a Master’s degree in the “Innovations in Preschool
and Primary Education” program.

Since 2020, she has been a full-time doctoral student in the Doctoral
Program ,,Preschool Pedagogy” at the Department of Technological Education,
Vocational Education, and Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy, Faculty of
Education, Shumen University ,,Episkop Konstantin Preslavski,” Shumen.

Her professional career began in 2013 at the Kindergarten ,,Svetulka” in
Shumen, where she worked as a teacher until 2017.

From 2017 to 2024, she worked as a teacher at the Kindergarten ,,Shturche”
in Shumen.

Since September 9, 2024, she has been an assistant at Shumen University
,,Episkop Konstantin Preslavski” — Shumen, Faculty of Education, Department of
Preschool and Primary Education.



Valentina Georgieva has participated in 30 trainings, 23 projects, 7
conferences, and numerous qualification courses, educational programs, and
seminars.

l. INFORMATION ABOUT THE DOCTORAL STUDY, THE
DISSERTATION, THE ABSTRACT, AND THE PUBLICATIONS

Information about the doctoral study

Valentina Velichkova Georgieva was enrolled as a full-time doctoral
student in the doctoral program ,,Preschool Pedagogy” by order of the Rector
Ne RD-10-079/31.01.2020, with Professor Yordanka Stoyanova Peycheva, PhD,
as her scientific supervisor.

She fulfills her academic duties and successfully passes the examinations
during her doctoral studies.

The doctoral student was formally released with the right to defend her
dissertation by Rector’s Order No. RD-10-144/24.03.2023, based on Article 22,
Paragraph 1 of the Regulations on the Development of the A Since 2020, she has
been a full-time doctoral student in the Doctoral Program ,,Preschool Pedagogy”
at the Department of Technological Education, Vocational Education, and
Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy, Faculty of Education, Shumen
University ,,Episkop Konstantin Preslavski”, Shumen academic Staff at Shumen
University. Since 2020, she has been a full-time doctoral student in the Doctoral
Program ,,Preschool Pedagogy” at the Department of Technological Education,
Vocational Education, and Preschool and Primary School Pedagogy, Faculty of
Education, Shumen University ,,Episkop Konstantin Preslavski”, Shumen.

The developed dissertation was discussed by the Departmental Council of
the academic unit at an extended session on 11.09.2025 and was directed for
public defense on 04.12.2025 (Protocol No. KD-01-01/11.09.2025).

During the implementation of the dissertation procedure, no violations of
the regulatory requirements were committed. The provided documentation shows
that all administrative procedures, according to the applicable laws and
regulations in the Republic of Bulgaria and Shumen University, have been
correctly carried out.

Dissertation Data

The presented dissertation is structured into an introduction, four chapters,
conclusions, references, and appendices. The text comprises 303 pages, of which
209 pages are the main text and 94 pages are appendices. The research results are
presented in 21 tables and 40 figures. The bibliography contains 118 sources,
including 95 in Cyrillic, 6 in Latin script, and 6 from the internet, including
regulatory documents.



Pedagogical and psychological sources by both foreign and local scholars,
as well as researchers in the field of preschool pedagogy, teaching methodology
for construction and technologies in kindergarten, and psychology, have been
studied, systematized, and analyzed, forming the theoretical foundation of the
dissertation research.

The content analysis of the reviewed specialized literature enables the
doctoral student to more extensively elaborate on the investigated issues, to
examine and compare various concepts, and on this basis to develop and construct
an original model aimed at achieving greater objectivity in summarizing the
obtained results.

The appendices include a diagnostic toolkit, research data according to
specific criteria, a holistic model for observing and tracking the achievements and
progress in the development of 6 — 7-year-old children in a project-based learning
environment, individual records, and other materials.

Relevance of the Topic

The problem addressed in Valentina Georgieva’s dissertation is relevant
from both a scientific and scientific-applied perspective. The exploration and
practical application of research strategies for developing children’s cognitive
activity through constructive play in a project-based learning environment could
lead to a deeper and more comprehensive scientific understanding in the field of
preschool education.

Content of the Dissertation
In the introduction, the doctoral student presents the thematic scope and
substantiates the relevance and multidimensionality of the research problem.

In the first chapter, the author builds the theoretical foundations of the
problem, emphasizing the competency-based approach, as well as traditions and
innovations in education. Based on theoretical positions of leading scholars and
researchers, Valentina Georgieva thoroughly examines the issue of interactive
pedagogical interaction as an innovative approach in preschool education, the
essence of project-based learning, and the role of the STEM approach.

The doctoral student conducts a comprehensive critical analysis of
Teaching in Construction and Technologies in the kindergarten and argues the
practical benefits for children from applying constructive activities within the
process of pedagogical interaction.

In the second chapter, ,,Methodology, Methods, and Organization of the
Study,” the author specifies the aim, objectives, object, subject, and participants
of the research. A didactic-technological model for enhancing cognitive activity
in 6 — 7-year-old children and a model for project-based learning with preschool-
aged children are presented.



The primary diagnostic tool for the study is a sample from the author’s
holistic model for observing and tracking achievements and developmental
progress in 6 — 7-year-old children in the context of project-based learning for
the fourth age group.

The established criteria and indicators were selected based on theoretical
positions regarding the enhancement of cognitive activity in preschool-aged
children.

In the third chapter, the author’s model of pedagogical interaction in a
project-oriented environment is presented.

An integrative educational model for pedagogical interaction in the context
of project-based learning and a holistic model for observing and tracking the
achievements and developmental progress of 6 — 7-year-old children in project-
based learning conditions have been developed. The model is oriented toward the
overall social, emotional, and intellectual development of the children.

A strategy for achieving the goals of preschool education through
pedagogical interaction in the context of project-based learning is presented,
corresponding to the thematic and project-based organization of the author’s
model.

In the fourth chapter, the doctoral student presents and analyzes the
results of the initial and final tests according to criteria, indicators, and measures.

The methodology of the conducted experiment is precisely specified. A
system of criteria, in accordance with the State Educational Standards, has been
established. The research instruments used are correctly described.

A competent qualitative and quantitative analysis of the results from the
three stages of the study has been carried out.

The results of the experiment categorically confirm the hypothesis.

In the conclusion, Valentina Georgieva summarizes that the experimental
model confirms the role of constructive activities, which can be regarded as a
reliable pedagogical tool for developing an active, competent, and socially
adapted personality already in preschool age.

The dissertation is an original work by doctoral student Valentina Georgieva.
No plagiarism or use of inappropriate practices has been detected.

The abstract is 65 pages long. In terms of structure and content, it meets the
requirements for this type of work. The included material is systematically
organized and specifically reflects the most essential aspects of the dissertation.



Assessment of Publications

In support of the required scientometric indicators, Valentina Georgieva
presents three scientific publications on the topic of her dissertation.

From a linguistic standpoint, it can be stated that the doctoral student’s
publications are characterized by terminological clarity and a scientific style of
presentation.

| have no doubts regarding plagiarism in the research work submitted for
review.

The above demonstrates that doctoral student Valentina Georgieva has met
the quantitative requirements of the Regulations for the Acquisition of Scientific
Degrees at Shumen University ,,Episkop Konstantin Preslavski” regarding the
number of publications and participation in scientific forums. The submitted
materials confirm that the minimum national requirements related to the
educational and scientific degree of ,,Doctor” have been fulfilled (Article 2b,
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria and Article 1la, paragraph 1 of the Rules for the
Implementation of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria). The scientometric report accounts for the mandatory 50
points for G ,,A” and 30 points for G “G.”

II.  SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS

In summary, the dissertation contains the following contributions:

Scientific - Theoretical Aspect

| admire the in-depth analysis of significant theoretical and applied
problems within the thematic area of the dissertation and highly appreciate the
application of an integrative approach in the development of the methodological
framework, didactic resources, and research instruments.

| confirm the contributory nature of the theoretical analysis of information
sources in the scientific field of preschool pedagogy and the topic of the
dissertation

Experimental-Research Aspect

I highlight the contributory nature of the educational model for pedagogical
interaction in a project-oriented environment.

| admire the applied integrative technology for developing key
competencies through constructive activities in the kindergarten.

| consider a valuable contribution the systematic organization of the
curriculum for the fourth age group within broad educational domains, which
serve for planning thematic projects that integrate competencies from all
educational areas.



| emphasize the contributory nature of the developed toolkit, which ensures
objectivity in assessing the achievements of 6 — 7-year-old children and their
developmental progress.

Practical-Applied Aspect

| consider the results of the empirical research significant in terms of
creating a sustainable public interest and raising awareness of the need for
systematic updating of the educational content in kindergarten, as well as the
implementation of project-based, integratively oriented technologies in the
educational process

CONCLUSION

The dissertation constitutes an original contribution to science and meets
all the requirements of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the
Republic of Bulgaria, the Rules for the Implementation of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and the
corresponding Regulations of Shumen University ,.Episkop Konstantin
Preslavski.”

The author, Valentina Velichkova Georgieva, demonstrates competencies
in conceptualizing and conducting scientific research within the field of preschool
pedagogy.

Highly appreciating the quality of the dissertation, the abstract, and the
publications, | confidently give my positive evaluation of the achieved results and
contributions, and | propose to the esteemed members of the Scientific Jury my
positive vote for awarding the educational and scientific degree ,,Doctor” to
Valentina Velichkova Georgieva, in the field of higher education 1. Pedagogical
Sciences, professional field 1.2. Pedagogy (Preschool Pedago)
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