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REVIEW
by Prof. Dr. Julian Andreev Vasilev,
University of Economics — Varna,

Associate Professor in PN 4.6 "Informatics and Computer Science", validated in
the register of the academic staff of NACID "Habilitated persons with
scientometric indicators";

Member of the scientific jury for occupying the academic position of

""Associate Professor'' in an announced competition by the University of
Shumen (SHU)

I. Grounds for writing the review

Order of the Rector of Shu University RD-16-001/21.01.2026 for
determining the composition of the scientific jury; The first meeting of the
scientific jury was held on 28.01.2026

II. Competition details

The competition is announced in the field of higher education 4 "Natural
Sciences, Mathematics and Informatics", professional field 4.6 "Informatics and
Computer Science", scientific specialty "Informatics"; for the needs of the
Department of Computer Systems and Technologies at the Faculty of
Mathematics and Informatics at the University of Shumen. An announcement
has been published in SG No. 100/25.11.2025

II1. Candidate for the competition

The only candidate in the competition is Chief Assist. Dr. Boryana
Hristova Uzunova-Dimitrova. She holds a diploma for the degree of Doctor D-
100 / 20.06.2016. She has held academic positions: "Assistant" (2003-2016)
"Chief Assistant" (from 2016 to now).

The candidate Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova meets the minimum
national requirements (MNR) described in the Regulations for Associate
Professor in PN 4.6. According to certain criteria, the points of the candidate
exceed the minimum ones. The University of Shumen University does not
impose additional requirements on the candidates for the academic position of
"Associate Professor", for this I do not comment on the meeting of minimum
university requirements.
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Table 1.
Meeting minimum national requirements (MNR)
. MNR according to Points by Boryana
Indicator ZRASRB Dimitrova

A 50 50
B - -
Vv 100 100
G 200 216
D 50 56
E - -

IV. Substantive characteristics of the submitted works

Boryana Dimitrova participated in the competition for "Associate
Professor"  with 8 publications, including 1 monograph, 6 articles, 1
conference paper.

According to the requirements of the Law on Academic Excellence and
the Rules for the Development of the Academic Staff at Secondary School, the
candidate for the academic position of "Associate Professor" must meet the
following conditions.

e To acquire an ONS "doctor". Chief Assist. Dr. Boryana Uzunova-
Dimitrova meets this condition and defended her dissertation at
the Higher Attestation Commission in 2016.

e To be held by Acad. position "Chief Staff. Assist." not less than 2
years. The applicant satisfies this condition. Boryana Uzunova-
Dimitrova holds the academic position "Chief Operating Officer".
Assist." since 2016 (Number and date of appointment: RD-10-1907
/31.10.2016).

e A published monographic work should be presented. The candidate
has published an independent monograph: Uzunova-Dimitrova, B.
Assessment of Knowledge with Artificial Intelligence Methods
University Edition of SHU, 2022, 185 p..
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e To answer the MNR for the position of Acad. Associate Professor.
The applicant shall cover the MNR.

e There should be no established plagiarism. There is no plagiarism
detected. The papers participating in the competition have passed a
plagiarism test and a peer review process before being published.

The monographic (habilitation) work, with which he participates in the
competition, is an independent monographic work; it has been discussed in the
primary unit, it has been reviewed by two habilitated persons (Prof. Atanas
Nachev and Prof. Stanimir Zhelezov), it has been published in a specialized
scientific publishing house, it has an ISBN, it has expanded content; it has an
exhaustive bibliography, it does not repeat already known knowledge; it brings a
significant scientific problem to a high scientific level; its volume is 185 pages.

Chief Assist. Dr. Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova has a profile in Scopus
(https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorld=57194538810). There are
8 publications in Scopus, 10 citations, h-index: 2.

Chief Assist. Dr. Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova has a profile in WoS
(https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/ADN-5010-2022).  There
are 3 posts in WoS, 2 citations, h-index: 1.

Chief Assist. Dr. Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova also has profiles in
ORCID (https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7131-2552), Google Scholar
(https://scholar.google.bg/citations?user=NHeQ dsAAAAJ&hl=bg&oi=ao).
Most of the publications are visible in full-text version.

The publications with which the competition participates have not been
used to occupy a previous academic position or scientific degree.

I have no joint publications with Chief Assistant Dr. Boryana Uzunova-
Dimitrova. I have not worked with her.
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V. Academic work. Work on projects. Mobility
In the EQD of "Bachelor" and EQD "Master", Assist. As. Dr. Boryana
Uzunova-Dimitrova has conducted classes in the following disciplines:
e Web Technologies
e Java Programming
e PHP Programming
e Computer systems and technologies
e Computer Data Processing
e Information and Internet technologies of the company
e Presentation skills
e Web Programming
e Development of computerized management of business projects
e Computer Science

In recent school years, there has been a full classroom load.

B. Uzunova-Dimitrova has participated in many projects (including 6
national and 13 university projects).

Reports participation in 3 textbooks and teaching aids.

Reports scientific supervision of 3 students.

There is no information about participation in outgoing mobilities under
the Erasmus programme.

VI. Contributions, citations
In the habilitation work and the other publications of the competition, the
following contributions stand out:
1. Steganographic information protection.
2. Application of intelligent methods to assess students' knowledge and
skills.

Chief Assist. Dr. Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova has a total of 10
citations. The reference to the citations is made correctly — auto-citations are not
included.
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VIL. Critical remarks, questions and recommendations

I recommend Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova to participate in Erasmus
mobilities; to continue participating in projects and to lead projects. I
recommend participating in the courses for incoming Erasmus students.

VIII. Conclusion

A careful review of all documents and publications of the candidate
Boryana Uzunova-Dimitrova, submitted for participation in the competition
for the academic position of "Associate Professor" in PN 4.6, show that all the
requirements of the Law on Academic Staff Development and the Rules for the
Development of the Academic Staff at Shu University have been complied with.
The candidate meets the minimum national requirements for occupying the
academic position of "Associate Professor" in PN 4.6 at the time of the
announcement of the competition.

I give my positive opinion on the readiness of the candidate, Boryana
Uzunova-Dimitrova, to take the academic position of Associate Professor at
Shumen University in the professional field 4.6 "Informatics and Computer
Science", scientific speciality "Informatics".

. Digitally signed
JUI|an by Julian Vasilev
. Date: 2026.02.12
12.02.2026 Sincerely: VaS' IeV 11:06:46 +02'00'
Town Varna /Julian Vassilev/
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