OPINION

by Prof. Snezhana Dineva Sulova, PhD,
department of Informatics, University of Economics — Varna,
member of a scientific jury for the academic position “associate professor”,
field of higher education 4. “Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics”,
professional field: 4.6 “Informatics and computer sciences”

1. General information

The opinion was prepared by Prof. Snezhana Dineva Sulova, PhD, professional
field 4.6. “Informatics and Computer Sciences”, member of the scientific jury,
determined by order of the Rector of the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen Ne
RD 016-001/21.01.2026, Decision of the Scientific Jury dated 28.01.2026 , the Law for
the development of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB),
Regulations for the implementation of the Law for the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (PPZRASRB) and Regulations for the Development of
the Academic Staff at the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

2. Data about the competition

The competition is for the occupation of the academic position “associate
professor” in the professional field 4.6 “Informatics and Computer Sciences”
(Informatics), for the needs of the department of “Computer Systems and Technologies”
of the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The competition was announced in
the State Gazette issue Ne 100/25.11.2025.

3. Contest candidate

The only candidate in the competition is: Chief assistant professor Boryana
Hristova Uzunova — Dimitrova, PhD. In 2016, she obtained the educational and
scientific degree “doctor” in Professional field: 4.6. Informatics and Computer Science,
for a defended dissertation on the topic “Methods and algorithms of artificial intelligence
for objectification in assessment in higher education institutions“. Since 2003 she has
held the position of “assistant” and since 2016, the position of “chief assistant” in the
“Computer Systems and Technologies” department of Konstantin Preslavsky University
of Shumen.

Chief Assistant Professor Boryana Uzunova—Dimitrova, PhD has experience in
teaching and research. She has worked on on many national and university projects. She
is a member of the Union of Mathematicians in Bulgaria (SBM) and the Union of
Scientists in Bulgaria (SUB).



4. Quantitative and qualitative characteristics of the presented scientific
works

The candidate is participating in the competition for the academic position of
“associate professor” with 8 publications: 1 monographic work, 6 articles and 1 research
paper.

According to Art. 53 item 3 of PPZRASRB, the candidate has submitted a
monographic work on the topic ,,Assessment of knowledge using artificial intelligence
methods®. The other publications are in English and are referenced and indexed in world-
renowned databases of scientific information. From the references for the citations found,
it can be seen that chief assist. prof. Uzunova—Dimitrova is well-known in scientific
circles.

After I got acquainted with the publications submitted by the candidate for the
contest, I believe that they are her work, no plagiarism has been detected.

The fulfillment of the minimum national requirements for the groups of indicators
for occupying the academic position “associate professor” is as follows:

e for indicator group “A” — the candidate has a defended dissertation for awarding
the educational and scientific degree “doctor”, diploma Ne D-100/20.06.2016, 50 points;

e for indicator group ,,B“ — a habilitation work is presented, 100 points;

e for indicator group “C” — a total of 9 scientific publications are presented in
issues that are referenced and indexed in world-renowned databases with scientific
information, 216 points.

e for indicator group “D” — a total of 7 citations are presented in Scopus and Web
of Science, each of which earns 8 points for the candidate, 56 points;

According to the Reference-declaration for occupying the academic position of
“associate professor” in the field of higher education 4. “Natural Sciences, Mathematics
and Informatics” at Konstantin Preslavsky University of chief assist. prof. Uzunova—
Dimitrova, PhD satisfies the requirements under art. 2b, item 2 and 3 of ZRASRB.

5. General assessment of teaching work

Chief assist. prof. Uzunova-Dimitrova, PhD has 23 years of teaching experience.
She has taught in the following disciplines: Practicum in informatics I and II;
Programming environments for processing economic information; Informatics;
Fundamentals of business informatics; Internet technologies; Office systems;
Development of computerized management of business projects; Web technologies; Java
programming; PHP programming; Computer systems and technologies; Computer data
processing; Corporate information and internet technologies; Presentation skills; Web
programming. I highly evaluate the teaching performance of the candidate in the
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competition for the academic position of associate professor, Chief assist. prof. Uzunova-
Dimitrova, PhD. She has accumulated extensive practical and methodological experience
and has participated in the development of numerous academic curricula.

6. Identification of scientific contributions

The contributions presented by chief assist. prof. Uzunova-Dimitrova, PhD are of
a scientific and scientifically applied nature. They are related to the development of
innovative methods and models for the objective assessment of students’ knowledge, as
well as to the field of steganographic and cryptographic information protection. I consider
the candidate’s contributions to be significant, real and enriching the existing theory and
practice.

7. Critical notes, questions and recommendations

I recommend chief assist. prof. Uzunova-Dimitrova, PhD continue her active
teaching and research activities, building upon the results she has already achieved. In
view of her in-depth theoretical knowledge and extensive practical experience, I consider
it appropriate for her to develop a textbook or practical textbook in some of the courses
she teaches, which would significantly contribute to improving the quality of the
educational process and to strengthening her academic profile.

8. Conclusion

After familiarizing myself with the materials and scientific works provided by chief
assist. prof. Uzunova-Dimitrova, PhD, analyzing their significance and the contributions
contained in them, I confirm the compliance of the candidate’s results with the
requirements of the ZRASRB, the Regulations for the implementation of the ZRASRB
for occupying the academic “associate professor” position in the professional field 4.6.
“Informatics and Computer Sciences”, as well as the Regulations for the Development of
the Academic Staff at the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

I give my positive opinion on the readiness of the candidate chief assist. prof.
Boryana Hristova Uzunova — Dimitrova, PhD to occupy the academic position
“associate professor” in professional field 4.6 “Informatics and computer sciences”
at the Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.
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