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1. Biographical information about the doctoral student:

Maria Zhuliyanova Hristova was born in 1987 in the town of Shumen. She completed
her higher education (bachelor's degree) in 2014, majoring in Social Activities. She has three
master's degrees, one in English Philology. Language Services for Tourism and Business,
defended in 2016, the second in Social Consulting from 2020, and the third from 2024 in
Education Management. The diplomas for both of M. Hristova's higher education degrees are
issued by Episkop Konstantin Preslavski Shumen University. After winning a competition,
she has been a doctoral student at the Department of History and Archaeology since 2021,
studying full-time.

During her doctoral studies, M. Hristova has participated in several projects. The
doctoral student is fluent in English and French, which guides her towards her chosen topic.
A review of the documentation shows that there have been no violations of Law on Academic
Staff Development and the Regulations for the Acquisition of Academic Degrees, and that all
procedural deadlines have been met.

The required number of publications is indicated, each of which is related to the topic of
the dissertation. The abstract follows the content and structure of the dissertation and is
written according to the requirements.

The work has been checked for plagiarism.

2. Relevance of the topic, knowledge of the problem, and research methodology
Despite the considerable time that has passed, the topic of the French Revolution and

its consequences continues to be extremely relevant today. A quick look at the current



situation, even just in Europe, raises many questions about whether we have understood and
learned the lessons from it. Are human rights respected, is civil society alive, has
secularization been achieved, or are there still countries that use the church as a conduit for
their political goals, etc.? The very topic "Religion and the Church during the French
Revolution (1789-1799)" requires considerable knowledge not only of religious life in France
during the revolution, but also of all other spheres of life — political, economic, social, and
spiritual. It also requires knowledge of relations with neighboring countries, which directly
influenced all these processes.

Based on the goals and objectives set, the doctoral student skillfully selects the
research methods used, which fully correspond to and build the integrity of the topic.

3. Assessment of the dissertation:

The dissertation has a total volume of 392 pages and includes: an introduction, three
chapters — each divided into 3, 6, and 5 paragraphs respectively, a conclusion, a
bibliography, and appendices. The introduction outlines the objectives, subject matter, tasks,
and methods used in the development of the dissertation, as well as the chronological
boundaries of the study.

The first chapter introduces us to the topic and familiarises us with the position of the
French Catholic Church both in the state and in society. It explains the origins of its
enormous wealth, privileges, and not only spiritual but also political power. This is important
for the further understanding of the issues because it explains the reasons why the Church
was identified with the state and the ruling regime. This is followed by the ideas of the
Enlightenment, which became the ideological basis of the revolution and the main weapon
against the Church. The convening and elections of the Estates General show the attitude of
the estates in France on the eve of the revolution. In other words, the first chapter provides
an accurate and clear picture of the Church, the state, and society, presenting the reasons
for the subsequent upheavals in the country.

The doctoral student herself points out that the second chapter is "fundamental” to the
work because it radically changes the Church and its position in the state. The laws that led
to the confiscation of church property and the change in the status of the clergy after the
introduction of the Civil Constitution are traced with precision. The conclusion is that the
changes are fully in line with the spirit of the Enlightenment and the new bourgeois society.

The third chapter focuses on the royalist and clerical uprising in the Vendée and the
Jacobin dictatorship, which led to dechristianisation. It concludes with the policies of the
Thermidorians and the Directory.

The conclusion summarises the main events presented in the work and the
conclusions drawn. Of interest are the appendices, important documents from the revolution

concerning religious changes, which are presented in the original and translated.



4. Scientific contributions:

M. Hristova has pointed out the main contributions of her work, with which | agree and
will only expand upon:

» Bulgarian historiography lacks such a detailed analysis of the anti-church policy of the
revolution;

*  One of the main objectives of the dissertation has been achieved: to focus on
religion and the Church during the revolution, rather than on its history. The events that
directly influenced the onset of secularization have been traced with great skill. In this way,
the French Revolution is shown from a different angle, not only as a political process, but
rather as a spiritual one. Everyone experiences their own personal revolution, and hence the
whole of society. The revolution is viewed as a clash of ideas;

* The structure of the work is well organized and traces not only the chronology of anti-
church policy, but also its causes. The ideas of the Enlightenment that directly influenced the
destruction of the dogmas of the Church are explained analytically and with understanding;

. The dissertation covers not only politics, but also economics, philosophy, and
religion. In this way, it traces what each social class wanted to achieve with the revolution:
the clergy, the bourgeoisie, the aristocracy, the people, and the state itself;

»+ Good analysis and insight into the essence of the revolution lead to logical and
original conclusions. France did not experience the Reformation, but the revolution brought
with it many of its achievements. One of the indisputable advantages of the dissertation is
that it manages to explain how each event in the revolution is followed by a new one, which
has different motives and goals from the previous one and is led by different people. The
Jacobins are alien in their attitude both to those who start the revolution and to those who
finish it. The revolution did not aim to destroy religion; the Jacobins taught the bloodiest
lesson of the revolution, what the world would be like without God.

» The dissertation raises many questions, stimulates the desire for an even deeper
look into the revolutionary processes, showing their multi-layered nature.

* A very good study and presentation of the available literature on the subject has
been made. Individual authors, schools, and contemporary studies are compared. The topic
is mainly developed based on the analyses of French and Russian authors. Memoirs,
speeches, pamphlets, treatises, and adopted laws give an idea of the atmosphere during the

revolution in France.

5. Recommendations:

Although Maria Hristova is not a specialist, her in-depth knowledge of the subject is
impressive. The analyses, the ease of writing, even the "confidence" to enter into debate with
established scholars, give the impression that the work was written by an experienced
historian. Therefore, there are few comments.

» There are terms and names that would be good to explain. For example, who are

the sans-culottes?



* | think it would be beneficial to the topic to explain why the Reformation failed in
France.

*  The introduction raises an intere: iing topic about how secularisation led to the
emergence of new ideologies that took the liv :s of millions of people in the 20th century. The
conclusion could mention what these ideologi s are and how they are similar to and different
from the French Revolution. Despite its radi al deviations, this revolution achieved its goal
and separated the Church from the state, vhich ultimately had a positive effect on both
institutions. One of the most striking compal iscns would undoubtedly be with the opposite
effect among the Bolsheviks.

* Expand the conclusion.

4 6. Conclusion:

The dissertation presented for defense s a valuable study that meets the standards for
obtaining academic degrees, as regulated ir the Regulations for the Implementation of the
Law on Academic Staff Development in the F 2public of Bulgaria, and | have no doubts about
its originality.

All this gives me reason to vote in fz /o1 of awarding the educational and scientific
degree of "Doctor" to Maria Zhuliyanova Hristova in the field of higher education 2.
Humanities, professional field 2.2. History & nd Archaeblogy — Modemn and Contemporary
General History (Modern General History). 2
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