OPINION

On the dissertation work of Maria Zhuliyanova Hristova on the topic "Religion
and Church in the Years of the French Revolution (1789 - 1799), 392 pages,
doctoral student in full-time study at the "Konstantin Preslavsky University of
Shumen”, Faculty of Humanities, Department of History and Archaeology,
Doctoral program Modern and Contemporary General History, enrollment
order No. RD - 10. 049 of 1.02. 2021, professional direction 2.2. History and
Archaeology, scientific field 2. humanities, scientific specialty Modern and
Contemporary General History for awarding "PhD" in history by Professor
Radoslav Zahariev Mishev, Doctor of Historical Sciences

Candidate data: Maria Zhuliyanova Hristova was born on 20.04.1987. From
2001 to 2005, she studied at the language school in Shumen in a language class
with intensive study of French and English, and in 2010 - 2014, she studied at
the "Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen", majoring in social activities,
with a Bachelor's degree. From September 2014 to August 2016, she graduated
from "Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen" with a Master's degree in
English Philology and Business and Tourism Service. In 2019 - 2020, she studied
at the same university and received a Master's degree in social consulting. From
June 2020 to December 2020, she participated in the Ministry of Education and
Science project "Student Practices". After studying in 2023 -2024, she acquired
"Master's degree" in educational management. Professionally, from 2007 to
2013, Maria Hristova worked for a social activities company from Toulouse,
France. In 2014 - 2017, she was a consultant with French and English at a
customer service and technical support company. From August 2017 to
February 2019, she was a deputy manager at JYSK. In 2020 - 2021, she worked
for an Irish company to assist customers with English and French for VAT
refunds. Since 2021, she has been a pedagogical advisor at the "Prof. Dr. Assen
Zlatarov" vocational high school.

Description and analysis of the dissertation: The problem of the situation of
religion and the church during the French Revolution of 1789-1799 has different
dimensions. Of course, it includes the negative attitude of the enlighteners and
revolutionaries towards the church as the main supporter of absolute royal
power and feudalism, but it contains philosophical, ideological, political and
other aspects with a reflection not only in France, but also abroad. Therefore, in



my opinion, Maria Hristova has oriented herself towards an important or, as we
say, dissertable topic. Structurally, the dissertation is very well constructed,
consisting of a preface, three chapters, conclusion, used literature, list of
appendices and applications. The presentation is formatted in the scheme of
one of the accepted views on the periodization of the revolution, which allows
the dissertationist to easily follow and analyze in depth the resolution of the
issue of the attitude towards the church and religion during the different stages.
Maria Hristova competently reveals the escalating restrictive policy of the
revolutionary authorities towards religion and the church, up to the culminating
point — the aggressive atheism of the Jacobin dictatorship. In the first chapter,
the author comprehensively and accurately describes and analyzes the state-
church relationship under absolutism. The second part shows the economic and
political measures against the church in the initial stage of the French
Revolution. In the third chapter, we see the culmination of aggressive atheism
among the Jacobins, when de-Christianization was in full scale and force. During
the rule of the Thermidorians and the Directory, there was a softening of
repression, but the restrictions on the church remained. Maria Hristova
excellently shows how the famous slogan "liberty, equality, fraternity" coexisted
with terror against other opinions and the deprivation of the right to freedom
of religion. The repressions against the church, de-Christianization and the
revolutionary calendar, the uprising of the peasants in the Vendée against the
revolutionary government are successfully described and explained. In practice,
the war in the Vendée is the brightest resistance of the church, supported by
the monarchists against the dictatorship. The policy of the revolutionary
authorities against the church and religion also caused a schism between sworn
and unsworn priests. The conclusion very well presents the main findings and
theses of the dissertation author. Her claim is well-founded that anti-religious
and anti-church sentiments and actions dominate the leading elite of the
revolution, while the numerous peasant masses remain under the influence of
the church.

The dissertation author has attached a list of 4 publications in scientific
journals, which is sufficient. All articles are on the topic of the dissertation and
thus part of its content has already received scientific recognition. The abstract
successfully presents the structure, content and theses of the author



Scientific contributions: The dissertation work is developed on the basis of
authoritative scientific publications and documents. The numerous quotes and
attached materials further argue the author's presentation and theses. The text
is readable and Maria Hristova expresses her opinion on the events. In fact, this
is the first comprehensive, directly focused study of the anti-church policy of
the French Revolution in our country. The revolution is viewed as a process of
secularization, and not only as political changes. The development of
anticlericalism from criticism during the Enlightenment to the extremism of the
Jacobin government is very well presented. The author justifiably advocates the
opinion that the reforms against the church during the first stage of the
revolution go beyond the framework of the legitimate legal procedure. The
presentation of a huge body of facts provides opportunities for additional
understanding of the various events. For example, from the point of view of
absolute royal power, the use of the so-called "notebooks with orders" is a
gross mistake, since in practice it involves numerous masses in politics.

Maria Hristova demonstrates skills in collecting evidence and making
comparative analyses. In this way, she creates a comprehensive picture of the
situation of religion and the church during the stages of the French Revolution.
The dissertation candidate has successfully completed the doctoral training
process, has shown the necessary scientific activity and, ultimately, has
managed to write and submit the dissertation. The presented work is original
and meets the legal requirements. The required number of points have also
been collected in accordance with the minimum national requirements in the
Regulation on the Establishment of the Academic Staff Register in Bulgaria.

Conclusion: The scientific contributions and research qualities of the
dissertation candidate Maria Zhuliyanova Hristova highlighted so far prove that
the dissertation work and the work of the doctoral student fully meet the strict
requirements for awarding "PhD". The deposited publications are also
sufficient, on the topic of the dissertation work and demonstrate scientific
contributions. Therefore, | confidently give a positive opinion and propose to
the esteemed Scientific Jury to award "PhD" to Maria Zhuliyanova Hristova.
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