
OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. Konstantin Trendafilov Konstantinov, PhD,

Konstantin Preslavslqt University of Shumen

regarding the dissertation of Georgi Nikolaev Kanchev

entitled: "Christian Cult Monuments on the Shumen Plateau (9th-15th Century)"

for awarding the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the field of higher education 2.

Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology, doctoral program Archaeology

(Medieval Bulgarian Archaeology)

I. Information about the Author of the Dissertation

Georgi Nikolaev Kanchev was born on November 8, 1988. In 2012,he graduated with a

Bachelor's degree in Archaeology from Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, and in 2018

he obtained a Master's degree in Archaeology from the same university. Since 2021, he has been

working as a teacher of lJistory and Civilizations at Secondary School "Sava Dobroplodni", and

subsequently at the Profiled Mathematics and Science High School "Nancho Popovich", Shumen.

Ln2021, after winning a competition, he was enrolled as a full+ime PhD student at tlie Department

of History and Archaeology at Shumen University under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Stoyan

Vitlyanov.

II. Information about the Procedure

In accordance with the Regulations for Acadernic Staff Development at Shumen University,

the dissertation of Georgi Kanchev was discussed at a meeting of the Depaftment of History and

Arcl"raeology at the Faculty of Ilumanities. At that meeting, the Department Council unanimously

decided to open a procedure for public defense, whicli was approved by the Faculty Council. By

order of the Rector of Shumen University Q.{o. RD-16-003126,01.2026), a scientific jury was

appointed. It held its first meeting on January 30,2026, during which a chairperson was elected

and reviewers and authors of opinions were designated for the upcoming public defense.

The above facts give me grounds to conclude that the procedure has so far been conducted

in full compliance with the provisions of the relevant regulatory documents.



Georgi Kanchev participates in tlie procedure with a dissertation and 7 articles (6 single-

authored and one co-authored) published in Bulgarian refereed and non-refereed editions. This

allows me to state with full confidence that he has fulfllled the minimum national requirements for

obtaining the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the National Reference List for

professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology.

III. Significance and Relevance of the Topic

The dissertation of Georgi Nikolaev Kanchev is devoted to a topical and scientifically

significant, yet still insufflciently comprehensively studied issue - Christian cult monuments on

the Shumen Plateau. Previous research on the subject has been fragmentary and often focused on

individual sites or groLlps of monuments. Therefore, the rnain contribution of the doctoral candidate

lies in tlie attempt to conduct a comprehensive study of the cult landscape of the Shumen Plateau

and to clariflz the interrelations among the sites included in the research.

IV. Scientific Contributions of the Dissertation

The structure of tlie dissertation follows the classical model of scientific research and

includes an introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, a bibliography, and an appendix, with

atotal length of 238 pages, including 61 pages of appendices. The style is strictly academic and

demonstrates a solid command of the factual material.

In the introduction, the author outlines the relevance of the topic, including the need for

systematization and an interdisciplinary approach. The object and subject of the study are correctly

defined, and specific research tasks are formulated, covering both descriptive and analytical

aspects.

The first chapter is devoted to the sources and historiography of the problem. The doctoral

student examines both written sources and the stages of archaeological research of Christian

churches and rock monasteries on the Shumen Plateau. The development of scholarly interest in

the region's antiquities is traced - fi'om early accounts by travelers and figures of the Bulgarian

National Revival to modern archaeological studies.

The second chapter addresses church construction on the Shumen Plateau. It analyzes

Christian temples in the Shumen Fortress, churches at the foot of the plateau, and rock monasteries



that form part of the region's monastic infrastructure. A positive impression is made by the good

systematization of empirical material and the clear differentiation of types of cult sites.

The third chapter presents epigraphic monuments from Christian cult sites on the Shumen

Plateau. It examines inscriptions, graffiti, drawings, and cryptograms, which largely illustrate the

leading role of the region as a center of religious, cultural, and social life during the Middle Ages.

In addition to proposing new readings of some inscriptions, the author's contribution includes the

detailed publication of previously unknown monuments or parts thereof.

In the conclusion, Georgi Kanchev summarizes the studied Christian cult sites, emphasizing

the imporlance of the Shumen Plateau as a significant religious and cultural center during the

Middle Ages. The focus is placed on the connections between different types of sites * churches,

rock monasteries, and monastic complexes - and their role in the processes of Christianization and

the development of monastic life in the region.

The appendix includes maps, plans, photographs, and graphic materials illustrating the study.

A good impression is made by the accurate citation of illustrative material borrowed from other

publications.

The subrnitted abstract (38 pages in total) is prepared according to the standards for such

research and fully reflects the content of the dissertation.

V. Remarks and Recommendations

Without questioning the rnerits of the dissertation, several remarks may be made. It is fair to

note that some of my recommendations from the preliminary discussion have been taken into

account. Nevertheless, the work could be improved in the following aspects with a view to its
development into a future monograph:

1. The formulation of tasks in the introduction should more closely follow the structure

of the study, and the conclusion should include a critical analysis of the achieved goals, scientific

contributions, and prospects for future research;

2. ln Chapter One, a clearer distinction should be made between sources and

historiography, with the sources subjected not only to description but also to comparative critical

analysis;

3. More detailed comparative parallels should be sought and applied with other rock

monastic complexes in Norlheastern Bulgaria to complement the analysis of architectural features.
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VI. Conclusion

Despite the critical remarks made, they do not call into question the scientific value of Georgi

Kanchev's dissertation nor diminish its contributions. The study is distinguished by its broad scope,

solid knowledge of existing literature, and an effort to systematize diverse source and

archaeological material.

ln view of the above, I am convinced that the dissertation meets the requirements of the Law

on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and I propose that the esteemed

scientific jury award Georgi Nikolaev Kanchev the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in

the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional field 2.2. History and Archaeology,

doctoral program Archaeology (Medieval Bulgarian Archaeology).
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