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1. Information about the doctoral studies, the dissertation paper, the abstract 

and the publications 

The dissertation paper has been discussed and referred for public defense 

by the Department of Musical Aesthetics, Music Education and Performance at 

the Faculty of Education at the Episkop Konstantin Preslavsky University of 

Shumen with Record No. FD-02-02 dated 23 October 2025. 

The procedure complies with the requirements of the Law on the 

Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the 

Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at the University of 

Shumen. 

The dissertation paper is structured in an introduction, four chapters, 

conclusion and findings, bibliography and appendixes with the total volume of 

257 pages. Of them 213 pages are the main text, 11 pages bibliography and 33 



pages – appendixes. The bibliography includes 164 sources of them 53 in a 

foreign language. 

The doctoral student Rozalina Paskaleva has underlined research interests 

and creative pursuits in the field of school education. She presents an original 

research work in its essence, meeting the modern requirements for music 

education upgrading. 

The presented paper concerns the topic of digital technologies application 

in music education in primary school, the relevance of which is indisputable in 

the field of music pedagogy. 

The very structuring and layout of the work is logical and precise. This is 

noticeable already in the introduction, where the reasons for choosing the topic 

are precisely and reasonably set out, the research issue is stated and its timeliness 

and significance are revealed. 

The theoretical part of the dissertation paper is presented competently and 

comprehensively. The object and subject of the study are clearly and specifically 

outlined, the goal and objectives are indicated, and the hypothesis is formulated. 

The stages of the scientific research are presented as well as the criteria and 

indicators for assessing the musical knowledge, skills and competencies (KSC) 

of the students and the assessment system for reporting the results. 

The developed technological model for the musical knowledge, skills and 

competencies development of the 4th grade students through cooperation in an 

ICT-multimedia educational environment is distinguished by practicality and 

applicability in a modern school. This model provides a type of training in which 

the student’s activity is of great importance for achieving higher results. It creates 

favourable conditions for musical training through the application of modern 

technologies and might be used both in music education and in other academic 

disciplines. 

The empirical study carried out reveals that the developed technology is 

effective and productive. The students create digital music products, thus 



upgrading their music and digital knowledge, skills and competencies. At the 

same time, they satisfy their needs for communication with musical art and 

acquire subjective musical experience. 

The analysis of the results of the experimental study shows that the process 

of developing the musical knowledge, skills and competencies of the 4th grade 

students can be stimulated if the technological model of learning in the conditions 

of cooperation is applied through active interaction with ICT and thus validates 

the working hypothesis. 

The abstract is prepared properly in line with the requirements and provides 

sufficient information about the dissertation paper. 

Five scientific publications on the topic of the dissertation are presented, 

two of which are co-authored. 

The doctoral student has fulfilled the minimum national requirements of 

the regulatory documents for acquiring the educational and scientific degree 

Doctor of Philosophy. 

2. Research contributions 

I accept the research contributions of the dissertation paper, emphasizing: 

The contributions of theoretical significance: 

 I consider the realization of the idea of implementing an innovative model 

in music education using ICT as a cognitive-creative tool as a main 

contribution, since Bulgarian education still needs to develop and apply such 

models. 

 A technological model has been worked out focused to the student’s 

motivation that offers scientifically based approaches to learning through 

collaboration in an ICT-multimedia educational environment for the 

development of the students’ knowledge, skills and competencies. 

 A theoretically based methodology has been created that correctly interprets 

the results and tracks the students’ musical development. 

 



Contributions of practical significance:

 The technological model, based on collaboration, increases the level of

musical knowledge, skills and competencies, set out in the music curriculum

for the 4th grade.

 The proposed methodology assists music teachers in the selection of

appropriate ICT tools and the organization of a stimulating multimedia

environment to achieve upward educational results for students.

 The technological model is effective and applicable in a variety of classroom

and school settings.

The contributions are convincingly presented and are of significance in the

field of music pedagogy.

Conclusion

The dissertation paper of Rozalina Paskaleva has been the result of the

interaction of in-depth theoretical knowledge with many years of pedagogical

experience. It is comprehensive, theoretically argued and practically defended and

demonstrates the excellent awareness of the doctoral student on the problem, as

well as her professional competence.

Based on the above stated, I give a positive assessment of the presented

dissertation paper and propose to the esteemed scientific jury to award Rozalina

Paskaleva the educational and scientific degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

The statement is prepared by:

12th December 2025                                  Assoc. Prof. Bozhanka Baycheva, PhD
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