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The dissertation thesis submitted by Rozalina Stoyanova Paskaleva has
been discussed and referred for defense by an extended council of the Department
of Musical Aesthetics, Music Education and Performance at the Faculty of
Education at the Episkop Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The
public defence procedure complies with the requirements of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the
Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at the Episkop Konstantin
Preslavsky University of Shumen.

The total volume of the dissertation paper is 257 pages of which 213 pages
main text, 11 pages bibliography and 33 pages — appendixes. The bibliography
includes 164 sources of them 53 in a foreign language.

The choice of the dissertation research has not been accidental. The
impressive professional biography of the doctoral student and her professional
competence quite naturally have resulted in summarizing and systematizing the
vast and valuable experience gained over the years.

The presented dissertation paper developed an importan‘g and current
problem in the field of music education pedagogy, namely the integration of
digital technologies and a model of cooperation in music education at the primary
stage. The research was focused on the training and education of students as
creative and thinking individuals, by involving them in the search and creation of
their own creative solutions and products. In the conditions of redefining the goals
of the educational process and the changes that have occurred in the educational
environment, accelerated by digitalization and the introduction of STEM
concepts into school, this issue becomes extremely relevant both in the
international and national context. The problem of “technology-mediated
learning” has been identified as key one in the European policies for education
development. This issue fits directly into the state policy for the digitalization of



education, presented in the current regulatory documents, including the State
Educational Standards and music curricula. All of this has become the theoretical
background for working out the dissertation paper, aimed at forming digital
creativity in students at the primary stage — skills not only for using, but also for
creating, modelling and programming digital content.

This dissertation paper presented a technological model for the
development of musical knowledge, skills and competencies of students in the 4"
grade through collaboration in a multimedia educational environment. The
content is structured in an introduction, four chapters, conclusions and findings,
references, appendixes.

The introduction poses the scientific problem and reveals its relevance and
significance.

The first chapter presents the theoretical framework of the study. The
author analyses the contemporary digitalization policies; the applied aspects of
information technology in music education and the essential characteristics of the
multimedia learning environment; the basic and specific musical knowledge,
skills and competencies that digital tools develop in the student; leading theories
and educational models for collaboration applicable to music education.

In the second chapter, the setting, organization and methodology of the
study are developed. The methodological characteristics of the research (object,
subject, goal, tasks, hypothesis) are precisely and specifically defined. The
research methods used are indicated. The stages of the scientific research are
structured. Original criteria and indicators for assessing the musical knowledge,
skills and competencies of students are formulated and an evaluation system is
argued.

The third chapter is the most essential part of the work. Here the author
works out a comprehensive technological model for the development of musi_cal
knowledge, skills and competences of the 4" grade students through cooperation
in an ICT-multimedia educational environment. The adapted elements of the
pedagogical technologies used, the vision, the essential characteristics 'of the
model, and the stages with the algorithm of musical educational activities are
presented. _

The model is based on pedagogical technologies and collaboration, with
students not just using digital resources, but also creating oripinal musiceal products
— recordings, exercises, electronic materials, interactive games, etc. Special
emphasis is placed on the personal significance of creative activities, in which
students reconstruct and adapt the learning content, combining their cognitive
experience with new learning knowledge.

The fourth chapter presents a comprehensive analysis of the experiment
results. The lack of significant differences in the primary stage, the regularities in
the musical development of the two groups and the factors for the progress of the
experimental group are proven. The working hypothesis is confirmed.

The conclusion synthesizes the findings and contributions of the dissertation



paper theoretical and practical significance.

I accept the contributions formulated by the doctoral student, in a theoretical
and practical-applied aspect. They are scientifically argued, correspond to the
actual research work carried out and are objectively achievable in practice. Along
with them, I would like to emphasize several important points for me.

The presented dissertation paper is a multidisciplinary development, in
which the theory of music pedagogy is enriched with a new technological model,
presenting the idea of person-oriented learning through ICT, for using ICT as a
cognitive-creative tool. The model makes a valuable contribution to the Bulgarian
music pedagogical literature in the direction of:

» systematization of modern digital tools relevant to music education
in the 4" grade;

e defining their potential for the development of reproductive,
productive and creative levels of cognitive activity in the context of
Bloom’s taxonomy;

e working out a functional methodology for monitoring the musical
knowledge, skills and competencies in a dynamic digital
environment.

The practical and applied significance of the developed technological
model is indisputable and multifaceted. The most valuable aspects I would
highlight are:

e the creation of new musical digital resources (exercises, games,
authors’ products) for students in grades 1-4, used in a real
environment and available online;

o the testing of the model in real school conditions, proving its
significance for the development of musical knowledge, skills and
competencies and for transforming students into researchers and
creators of their own cognitive world and spirituality;

o the development of methodological solutions for integrating ICT
into music education, which, due to their broad interdisciplinary
nature, are also applicable to subjects from other cultural and
educational areas.

The dissertation paper is an original work of the author. Its overall design
meets the criteria for a scientific paper. It is stylistically sound, correct in its use
of the numerous references, precise in terms of terminology. The language is
academic, at the same time accessible. The structure of the text is well organized.
There is a logical sequence between the theoretical statement, the model, the
methodology and the empirical results. The proposed technological model is
pedagogically justified, innovative and practically applicable, and the results
convincingly prove its effectiveness in the development of musical knowledge,
skills and competencies of primary school students.



The abstract correctly reveals the content of the dissertation paper and
complies with the requirements.

The doctoral student has presented five research publications (two of which

are co-authored) on the topic of the dissertation, illustrating individual stages of
her work on the research.
Taking into consideration the above stated and the proven research contributions
and achievements, I give my positive assessment, and suggest to the members of
the esteemed scientific jury to award to Rozalina Stoyanova Paskaleva the
educational-scientific degree Doctor of Philosophy in the field of higher
education: 1. Pedagogical Sciences, professional field 1.3 Pedagogy of
Education in..., doctoral programme Music Education Methodology.
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